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Gentlemen, 

jyERHAPS  you  may  remember,  that  in  my  Letter  of 
•^  thanks  to  my  worthy  friends  and  conjiituents,  upon  the 
occajion  of  their  having  conferred  the  honour  of  their  choice 
upon  me  to  ferve  them  in  the  prefent  parliament,  I  made  ufe 
of  the  following  words,  "  Permit  me  to  affure  you,  that  it 
is  my  determined  purpofe,  to  cultivate  your  confidence  and 
efteem  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  by  fuch  a  mutual  inter- 
courfe  with  you  as  may  convince  you  that  I  intend  to  keep 
up  that  connexion,  which,  in  the  very  idea  ofreprefenta- 
tion,  ought  tofubfift  between  the  ele£iors  and  the  ele£ied** 
^hefe  words  were  not  cafual  or  curfory.  Iforefaw,  at  that 
time,  that  a  train  of  events,  mofl  important  to  the  future 
greatnefs  and  welfare  of  this  country,  was  thenjufi  treading 
upon  our  heels. 

In  this  opinion  of  the  then  depending  courfe  of  events,  t"^ 
did,  at  that  time,  referve  in  my  own  mind  the  intention  of 
laying  before  my  conjiituents,  any  fuch  future  Jlate  and  con- 
dition of  the  national  Concerns^  as  might  appear  to  be  of 
greatermagnitude  and  importance  than  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  public  conjiderations  which  are  committed  to  the  judgment 
of  a  reprefentative  affembly,  without  requiring  any  fpecial 
attention  on  the  part  of  their  conjiituents.  I  now  think 
that  period  of  time  is  come,  in  which  it  is  fit  that  our  conjii- 
tuents Jhould  be  apprized  of  the  very  alarming  fiat e  of  nati- 
onal affairs,  Conjidering  it,  therefore,  as  apart  of  my  pub- 
lic duty  to  put  you  fpecially  upon  your  guard,  in  any  cafe  of 
extraordinary  importance,  and  being  defirous  at  the  fame  time 
to  explain  to  you,  as  to  my  much  refpeSled  conjiituents,  the 
motives  of  my  own  conduSi  in  parliament,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  addreCs  ioygufome  Letters  upon  the  American  war. 
'  ,..'  •  Toil 
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j^(?«  w///  receive  them  in  print  foon  after  the  receipt  of  this, 
I  hope  and  t'-uft  in  the  favourable  opinion  of  my  conftitutats 
to  believe  iv-e^  when  I  ajfure  them^  that  it  always  has  bgep^ 
and  ever  will  be,  my  fincere  intention  to  execute  the  trufi 
which  they  have  repofed  in  me,  according  to  the  bej  ttfm 
obilitiesy  with  indujiry,  vigilance,  and  fidelity » 


lam. 

With  the  greatefi  refpeSl  and  conjideration. 
Gentlemen, 

Tour  much  obliged 

And  faithful  humble  fervant. 
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To  the  Right  JVorJhipful  the  Major  and  Corporation, 
To  the  Worjhipful  the  Wardens  and  Corporation 
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To  the  Worjhipful  Burgefes 
Of  the  Town  of  Kingston-upon-Hull. 
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LETTER      I. 

Gentlemen, 

IN  the  prefent  alarming  fituation  of  national  affairs,  I  confider 
it  as  a  debt  of  public  duty  which  I  owe  to  you,  to  endeavour 
to  lay  before  you  fome  ftate  of  the  public  concerns,  in  which, 
as  one  of  the  moll  important  and  refpe£bble  boroughs  in  this 
kingdom,  you  have  a  moft  material  ftake  depending.  1  am  more- 
over  perfonally  folicitous,  to  take  an  opportunity  of  giving,  to 
thofe  friends  who  have  honored  me  with  a  parliamentary  truft, 
an  early  and  explicit  account  of  my  own  condu6l  during  the  laft 
four  years ;  a  period  which  has  produced  fuch  unexpe£led  and 
momentous  events*   In  this  Ihort  period  of  four  years,  by  much 
the  greateft  and  moft  encreafing  parts  of  the  Britifli  dominions 
are  loft ;  the  lives  of  many  thoufands  of  our  fellow-fubje£ls  have 
been  facrificed;  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  national  property  h^ve 
been  thrown  away;  an  hundred  ftiips  of  war,  and  near  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  men  by  fea  and  land,  are  cut  off"  from  the  force  of 
this  cpuntry,  at  a  time  when  a  war  with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  is 
brought  upon  us.    We  are  come  to  a  full  and  experimental  con- 
viftion,  of  the  folly  and  impra6Ucability  of  the  i  i'?rican  war. 
That  chapter  therefore  is  finally  clofed,  by  the  total  lofs  of  Ame- 
rica.  Here  it  is  then,  that  I  wiih  to  make  an  appeal  to  my  con- 
ftituents,  and  to  explain  to  them,  that  I  have  in  no  degree  been 
inftrumental,  or  concurring,  i^  the  meafures  which  have  produ- 
ced thefe  inisfortunes. 

It  is  faid  that  fliort  accounts  make  long  friends,  for  which 
reafon  it  is,  that  I  wilh  to  difcharge  my  mind  to  you  now,  with 
refpeft  to  what  is  paft;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  advertife  you  of 
the  alarming  profpdEl  of  your  afl&irs,  as  being  juft  upon  the  opening 
of  a  war  with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  joined  to  America.  The 
inflexible  obftinacy  of  an  Adminiftration,  who  would  hear  no 
reafon,  and  who  liave  fecreted  every  information  from  Parlia- 
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ment  and  the  Public,  till  the  event  too  fatally  proclaims  itfeir, 
has  wafted  your  men  and  millions;  has  alienated  your  Colonics, 
and  driven  them  into  the  arms  of  France;  has  not  only  brought 
you  into  a  ftate  unprepared  for  war,  againft  the  natural  ene- 
mies and  rivals  of  this  country,  but  lias  confumed  your  beft  re- 
fources,  previous  to  the  outfet.    If  a  minifter  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  h.d  diaated  every  meafure  which  hM bcflnf purfecd  for 
the  laft  four  years,  he  could  not  have  devifed  a  more  fyftematical 
^tah  for  i-eneWiWg,  witlir  adviritag'^  to  our  i'iVdh,  x^t  amitiJnt  <!otl- 
tert;  6'elWeen'  us;  of  rtalibrtal  gfeatnefs  iihd'  powci'.   What*  vaYiotii 
dvents  niay  awiil  us,  iA  thtf  rifneWal  of*  this  cbnt'^ft  rtb  liflah' cati 
fbrefee ;  but  f6We  <!ohfeqXieiices  dre  too  plain  rit)t  to  be  forefeeh'. 
The  roilliohs  Whkli  We  hiM'e  thr-oWn  away,  and  thfc  tdXes  witH" 
whlrfi  we  hivd  loaded  <Wtfc^es  and  owf  j^dtterity,  iWuft  U  dou- 
bled by  other  ^lilUohi,  ih<f  oi'hei'  fdires,  adked  to  iecuMuTat<id 
publit  difets,  arfd  ddcrinin'^  crtefit'.  Hje  deftfu^oh  df  thofe  rti^A 
By  fea  and  faiicf,  wJio  hiVe  feich  tutxHkteA  t<J  d'ea'th  inrf  C^plivUy, 
togetlier  with  thpufanA  ^6i<^,  ^Ho  ixt  at  thl^  ibbm«W(  cut  6# 
from  our  d^meific  Ar^l^glhr,  mikft  bife  llii>pMa^  HbWi'eJ,  li^tlie 
ief!  b^ood^  of  t&is  coiintry,  <liM  may  peirlia^^  it  ci^M  vtpbii,  iii 
their  oWn  perfons,  td  defeflMf  (Mi  hattvc  fhorttf.    WHiitt^et  fo: 
ture  events  of  thfs  UtiA  muf  be  prepared  ibf  lis,  ^Vii  at  6 we 
their  origin,  artcf  wilt  afl  be  th^tiitdbU,  to  tlie  ae^bimt  6t  th^  ^di 
vifers^  and  cOridU^cirs,  of  ttiis  fa^tal  Arifericah  Wa^.    tttitioiicy 
add  men  already  confiifln'^d  migUi^  haVe  i^rVed  ai'a  biilWark  suid! 
defence  againft  any  foreign  wars;  aindt  \v^lfat  f^  ad(c^  t&  the  tinS' 
fortune  is,  that  it  is  the  foify  of  having  contiimed!  our  relbui^ces 
beforehand,,  and  of  haiving.  auarretled  with  thofe  who  migHt  have 
been  our  heft  friends,  which  hai  brought  ibr^ign  wars  upon  us. 
I  know  when  the  farther  .deihands  of  enormous  ta;^es  and  Aip- 
plies,  with  the  continued  load  of  perfonal  lendce,  aS  'wUh  sdl 
other  burdens,  and  calaimiities  of  war*  come  upon  us,  that  tlie 
deteftation  and  refentment  of  the  nation  will  purlue,  the  authbra' 
of  the  public  diftrefs ;  and  therefore  I  defire,  tor  one,  to  (liaihi 
dear  in  the  judgment  of  my  cbuhtry,  and  partidaiarly  in  the  o|u- 
nion  of  my  Conftituents,  as  not  having  been  acceflaiy  6i  con* 
renting  to  any  oi  the  meaiures  which  have  (eveired  Amencai  fionnt 
us;  and  which,  having  cut-  bit  ip  great  a  j^rbpbrtibn  of  diir  re« 
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(bvceSf  IB  men  wnA  nioncy,  bf  a  civil  war  with  thofe  who  once 
Mwrc  our  fdiovr  fobjcfis,  \a&  at  leRgth  plugged  us  into  the  gene- 
ra confiiAon  and  chances  of  foreign  wars,  in  wbieh  no  oMn  caa 
give  any  fHrafumptive  or  finite  calculation  of  the  cofi,  or  of 
the  duration,  apd  leaft  of  ail  of  the  invent.  p>  /  r  i 

I  hope  Miat  I  need  not  make  any  apology  for  fpcaking  thus 
perfonally  of  myfeHf,  becaufe  I  am  writing  an  addrtPi  to  mf  Con- 
tfUtuents,  whoic  favour  and  good  opinion  ia  every  iMng  to  me ; 
i  wifli  to  be  under Aood,  as  not  confidering  my  peribnai  vote 
or  condufl  to  foe  aa  obje£l  caUing  for  a  public  difcuflion,  but 
thai  haviiig  formed  my  own  judgment  upon  the  cafe  with  a  free  mA 
unbiafled  mind,  and  having  been  fupported  and  Arengthcned  in 
Uiat  ju4gmcnt  by  the  (pinions  and  public  argtimeiits  of  many 
perfons  of  the  higheft  chara^er,  lor  abilities,  integrity,  and  ex^ 
perience,  who  have  unifoiTnly  pppofed  the  principles  aqd  coACi- 
nuation  of  the  American  war,  I  \ai9t  a^fd  widi  tlicin;  and 
therefore,  it  is  upon  the  arguments  of  their  juftificalion  to  the  pub- 
lic, that  I  wifli  to  refl  my  claim  to  the  confidence  and  good  Witt  qC 
my  Conftituents.  Having  premifed  thys  much, -t  Andl  cmfr 
into  the  general  arguments,  in  the  cafe  before  us,  bcf  ao&, 
although  the  vindication  of  a  private  individual  m^  he  a  tr^viai 
confideration  to  the  public,  yet  it  is  not  fo  with  great  bodies,  and 
parties  of  men,  aAingin  the  public  eye,  andekiiming  the^rft 
rank  and  importance  in  their  country.  The  publie  ought  to  know, 
who  thofe  men  are,  vrho  have  driveil  thi^ir  countr^  to  the  Imnk 
of  ruin,  who  have  difiiained  all  temperate  counfel,  whp  have  vi- 
lified every  jprudient  fugge#ion,  and  the  auriiors  of  them :  Th^ 
oogfat  aHb  to  km>w  the  principles  upon  which  other  men  bs^ve 
advtfed  meafures  of  difcretion  and  fafety.  The  dilference  may, 
perhaps,^be  nothiing  left  than  the  very  exiftence  or  4e^ni£iton 
<>f  the  State.      ''^'•-^^  ^A  ^.^■.  '-^^  mw?/ ;h:^yIj;isii,-a;vaj:A  -^t*?:-;;  rn<A 


That  America  wa«  otirs  at  the  opening  of  ^e  4rft  feflion  of 
the  prefisnt  parliament  is  as  undoubtedly  true,  as  it  is  now  txue, 
llhat  it  is  no  longer  fo^  The  American  difputes,  doubtlefs,  had 
their  fouhdattioii  a  long  time  ^nteeed^m  to  that  period,  ^at  thk 
Is  nothing  to  die  prefent  qoeftion,  by  whofe  advice,  and  by  whdt 
meafures,  America hai been  fevered  from  us?  for  at  thft  begin* 
mag  of  the.  prtfent  pfrHataeMt,  Aniitieaf  nor  only  was  q/m^t  bvit 
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night  have  been  retained  in  unity  and  aficAion  to  us,  if  mea* 
fures,  the  reverfe  of  thofe  which  have  taken  place,  had  been 
followed.  Since  that  time,  two  petition*  from  America,  offering 
to  remain  attached  to  this  country  upon  the  terms  which  exifted 
between  us  in  the  year  1763,  have  both  been  reje£led.  There- 
fore conciliatory  terms,  and  a  return  to  the  flate  of  1763,  might 
ftill  have  retained  them  ours ;  but  war  with  America,  and  not 
conciliation,  was  predetermined  before  theele£lion  of  this  pi^fent 
parliament ;  and  indeed  it  has  been  avowed,  that  the  diflblution 
of  the  late  parliament,  iind  the  ele£Uon  of  a  new  one,  a  twelve- 
month before  the  expe£led  term,  was  a  preparatory  ftep  to  coer- 
cive meafures  with  America.  Here  it  is  that  the  two  roads  divide. 
Whatever  deceptions  may  have  been  ufed,  or  whatever  pretexts 
may  have  been  held  out,  coercion,  and  not  conciliation,  was,  from 
the  very  iirft,  the  fecret  and  adopted  plan,  and  has  been  fyOtpa- 
tically  and  inflexibly  purfued  ever  fmce.  •     »<  • 

I  will  now  ftate  to  you,  in  order,  the  proceedings  of  the  fe- 
veral  fe(fions  of  this  prefent  parliament;  and  ihall  begin  with  that 
fyftem  of  fallacies  and  pretexts,  which  were  artfully  held  out  to 
the  public,  in  the  flrft  feffion,  to  lead  them  infenfibly  into  the 
adoption  of  coercive  meafures,  and  thereby  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  the  American  war.      ^^..  ,r .:  v.  :Ji>i,...  i  ;.^. .    :. v^,- 

The  firft  feflion  of  this  parliament  began  on  the  s^th  of  No« 
veiiober  1774,  and  ended  on  the  26th  of  May  1775.  ^:/r 
J  The  higheft  authority  of  government  was  made  ufe  of,  to  in- 
culcate opinions,  which,  when  put  to  the  teft,  have  proved  totally 
unfounded ;  we  were  told  that  the  difturbances  in  America  were 
only  the  tumults  of  a  deluded  mob,  mifled  by  a  few  defigning 
perfons;  that  the  appearance  of  a  flight  military  force,  to  ^iflain 
the  civil  power,  would  foon  quell  all  difturbance;  and  that  as 
foon  as  the  King's  flandard  was  fet  up  in  America  the  whole 
country  would  floek  to  it,  in  fupport  of  the  meafures  of  Admi- 
niftration,  and  of  their  avowed  principles  of  government.  How- 
ever improbable  it  was  in  itfelf,  to  fuppofe  that  thirteen,  provin- 
ces  fliould  rife  like  one  man,  and  join  a  military  force,  in  fup- 
port of  the  minifterial  claims,  of  taxing  without  reprefentation, 
of  blocking  up  harbours,  and  confifcating  charten  unheard,  of 
garbling  juries,  and  penfipiiing  j^dge|  during  plcafure,  with  a 
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long  lift  of  other  complaints,  ftiled  by  Minlftert  pretendtd  grie* 
vances ;  yet  all  this  was  confidently  aflerted,  in  the  declarations 
of  Minifters  in  Parliament,  who  were  in  polfeflion  of  the  moft 
authentic  correfpondencies  with  the  feveral  provinces  in  Ame- 
rica. Parliament  and  the  public  gave  credit  to  their  authority 
and  aflertions,  and  a£l:ed  upon  the  prefumption  of  their  proving 
true.  We  were  told,  that  the  Americans  were  totally  unarmed* 
and  unprepared,  and  (with  the  moft  infolent  contempt  of  their 
courage,)  that  five  hundred  men  with  whips  would  drive  all 
America  before  them.  The  expence  likewife  of  the  undertaking 
was  treated  as  trifling,  or  next  to  nothing.  If  you  were  to  give 
credit  to  the  firft  refolutions  of  Parliament,  upon  this  head,  the 
expence  was  to  be  lefs  than  nothing ;  the  number  of  feamen  was 
reduced  to  a  lower  eftablilhment  than  they  h^d  been  at  for  the  four 
preceding  years;  a  vote  for  a  three- ftiilling  land-tax  was. pafled 
before  Chriftmas  in  the  firft  feflion,  though  the  bill  w^^  not 
brought  in  till  after  the  holidays ;  this  proceeding  can  admit  but 
of  one  conftru£lion,  viz.  to  foothe  the  landed  gentlemen,  in  aa 
early  and  unfufpe£led  fiate  of  the  bufinefs,  into  a  confidential 
adoption  of  the  minifterial  fyftem,  by  throwing  out  fallacious  a£> 
furaoces  beforehand,  that  no  additional  expence  fhould  fall  upon 
them.  Tq  carry  on  the  deception  out  of  doors,  a  million  of  the 
national  debt  was  paid  off,  out  of  the  fupplies  of  the  firft  feflion^. 
though  in  the  fame  breath,  we  paflej  a  vote  of  credit  to  the 
King,  upon  which  a  debt  of  double  that  fum  was  incurred,  in 
the  very  fame  year.  Official  afTurances  have  been  thrown  out, 
from  time  to  time,  of  the  good  faith  and  forbearance  of  foreign 
courts,  which  have  been  calculated,  likewife,  to  lead  us  into  the 
fnare,  as  they  came  from  perfons  who  had  every  means  of  infor- 
mation, and  who  ought  not  to  have  been  credulous.  However,  a 
Parliament,  always  compliant  with  the  fenfe  of  the  Minifter,  and 
a  deceived  public,  have,  imfortunately  for  us,  been  over* 
reached  into  the  adoption  of  the  war,  under  thefe  fallacies. 
-  The  contrary  to  all  thefe  fallacies  was  reprefented,  and  urged  in 
aigunient,by  the  oppofers  of  the  American  war.  The  fatal  effeSs  ot 
a  civil  war  with  our  colonies,  upon  our  trade,  manufa£lures,  finan- 
ces, public  credit,  external  ftrength,  and  internal  profperity,  were 
ftated  over  and  over.  When  the  three*  ihilUng  land-tax  was  voted. 
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iheoountr^-gentlMMn  were  4«niinded,4bat  in  «ii -pf ohabiiIty.thlf 
«tniDuld  hethe  laft  y oar  in  which  tJMy  would  ev«r  luive  the  land* 
tax  as  low  as  three  {hillings  in  the  pound;  and  that  they  weUe 
crafnly  led  into  a  conaurence  with  the  war,  b^caufe  tbey  were 
9m,  in  the  firA  inftaxice,  to  bear  any  part  :of  the  hnirden.  Tkc 
]^naUiuerfiBrence  of  foreign  powers  was  univerfaHy  ibrctold  tty 
every  oppofer  of  the  American  war ;  but  all  thefe  warnings  wecc 
Df  no  avaF^l.  The  Miniftr)'  had,  by  artful  mifreprefentations  and 
pretexts,  got  the  ear  of  Parliament,  and  carried  every  thipg  be- 
^ethem^  contemning  every  fuggellion  of  prudence  and  reafon* 
iMany  propofuions  ^  conciliation  were  in  this  fedlon  made 
inbolh  tio%ifes  of  Parliament,  but  they  were  all  over»f  uled.  The 
tete  Earl  of  Chatham,  oh  the  20th  of  January  1775,  niovfd» 
*^  That  £HA  Inimble  addrieifs  he  prefented  to  his  Majefty^  that  in 
^  ov^ir  to  open  4>he  way  towards  an  happy  fettleraeiit  of  thedanr 
*^  gerotts  troubles  in. America,  by  beginning  to  allay  ferments  awl^ 
^  folten  animolities  there,  immediate  orders  might  foe  feotfer 
^  4he  rem(»val  of  1^  forces  from  Boftori;"  to  this  he  added,  on 
the  firft. of  February  1775,  another  propofition  of  **  A  prO?ifi« 
**  onal  ack  for  fettling  the  troubles  in  America,  and  for  i^i^tiag 
*^  fh^  fupreme  legiflative  authority  and  fuperintending  pow«r  df 
•»  Great-Britain  over  her  Cdonies."  Thefe  motions  were  treated 
with  very  little  refped,  more  efpecially  confidering  the  impor* 
portance  of  the  matters,  and  the  great  name  and  approved  IM* 
fits- of  the  noble  aothor.  The  conciliatory  bill  was  not  fniferied  to 
tie  upon  the  table  of  thf  Houfe  of  Lords. 

The  following  is  a  Cop y  of .  that  B ILjl^ : 

"'  ^^f  «s  AS,  by  an  ^^  6  Geo*  III.  k  i^  <jlieclared,  tba':  P^Uai)aent  ha| 
"  fjuUj^yKor  and  ajutbority  to  make  Uw&  and.ftatutes  to  bfnd  the  ff^pie  of 
<(  the  ColoQies,  in  gll  cafes  whatrp,ey(:r :  And  whereas  reiterated  comjpJ^rUs 
«  and  moft  dangerous  diforders  have  grown>  touching  the  right  of  taxation 
'<  claimed  and  excicired  over  America,  to  the  difturbanee  of  peace  and 
'<  good  order  there,  and  to  the  a£lual  interruption  of  the  due  intereouHe 
f*  from  Great'Britain  and  Ireland  to  the  Colonies  j  deeply  MTeding  the  na- 
"  V'Satbnj)  traid«  and  jmanufaAures  of  this. kingdom,  and  of  IreUusd,  ^id 
**  ani^puAcing  fari^eivintecrjHption  of  all  exports  firpm  t^^d  PolojAies  to 
"  firpat-Britain,  Ireland,  apd  the  BritUh  iilands  in  A'wcf'f^'j  ^pw,  for  tbp 
*•  prevention  of  thofe  ruinous  niifchicfs,  and  in  order  to  an  equitably,  ho- 
*'  ;nourab]c,  and  laftin^  fcttlement  of  claims  not  fufficiently  afcertained  and 

<«  circumr 
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••  crrcumfcrlb^d  j  May  it  pjjfafc  your  ffioft  excellent  Mafefty,  diat'  it  «ay 
"  be  dechirecK  and-  be  it  decJaredv  by  the  Kin£;''c  mbft'  excellent  Majeftyi  by 
"  and  with  thi  confent  of  Hit  Ldrda  Spiritual  amdr  Temporal j  and  Goat* 
**  mons  in  this  ptt<ent  Parliamerit  afle^mbledy  and  by  the  autfabritr  of  tb* 
"  fai^e,  thai  the  Coloniie»  of  America  have  been,  are,  AtiA  of  rigfac  oikgbt 
**  td  be,  dependent  upoti  the  imperial  Crown  of  Gfeat  Britain,  alKkfuboN 
**  dinate  unto  the  Biitifli  Parliament';  atid  that  the  Kind's  moft  exedknt 
*'  Majefty,  by  and  with  th4  advice  and'  c6nlent  of  the  Lords  Spq'ritual  and 
**  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  Parliament  afiVmbled,  bad,  hatb,  ami  of 
"  right  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  authority  to  make  la\^  and'  ftatttta» 
"  of  Aifficient  force  and  validity  to  bind  tlie  people  of  the  British.  ColoniM 
*'  in  America,  in  all  matters  touching  the  general'  weal  of  tb'e  whole  dami» 
"  nion  of  the  imperial  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  beyond  the  c«entpe- 
"  tency  of  the  local  reprefentative  of  a  ditlinft  colony ;  dhd  mbft  efprctAlIy 
"  an  indubitable  and  indifpenfible  right  to  make  andr ordain  law»,  for  rdgu>* 
*<  lating  navigation  and  trade  throughout  the  complicated' fyftbat  of  Brififll 
<*  commerce}  the  deep  poll./  vf  fuch  prudent  a^s  upholding  thftgttar<iKan 
**  navy  of  tlie  whole  Britilh  empire :  And  thitt  all  Aibjefls  in  the  Coidnin 
"  are  bound  in  duty  and  allegiatice  duly  to  recognize  and  obey  (and  they 
"  are  hereby  required  fo  to  do-)  tfie  fupreme  legiflative  author^ityv  at)4,ia{)e»« 
**  intending  power  of  the  Pailiament  of-  Oreat-Britain,  ^  afiorefiud. 

"  And  whereas,  in  a  petition  from  America  to*  his  Majefty,  it  ha»been 
*<  rejpfefented,  that  the  keeping  a  ftandingarmy  within  any  of  t}|«ColM»e«^ 
"  in  time  of  peace,  without  conient  of  the  refpe6liv«'  provincial  zfStmbif 
"  there,  is  againft  law :  Be  it  declared  by  the  King^s  mod  exeelleflf  M^jefty* 
"  by  and  with  the  advice  and  conient  of  the  Lord$  Spiritual  and' TeiiBfidi-al) 
*'  and  Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  alTembled,  that  the  deel^ttadeili 
"  of  right,  ab  the  ever.glortous  revolution^  naitiely',  "  thattlie  raifing  and 
"  keeping  a  ftandtng  army  within  the  kingdom,  in  time  of  peacerUnlefs-iib* 
"  by  confent  of  Parliament  j  is  againft  law,"  having  reference  only  to  ths 
*<  confent  of  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britaiu}  the  legal,  conftitutional,  and 
*'  hitherto  unqueftioned  prerogative  of  the  Crov^,  to  fend  any  pavt  of  fuch 
''  army,  fo  lawfi^lly  kept,  to  any  part  of  the  Britiih  dominions  and  poile£» 
"  lions,  whether  in  America  or  elfewhere,  as  his  Mafefty,  in  the*  due  can 
"  of  hlsfub}e£ls,  may  judge  neceflary  forthe  fecurity  and'prote£lion  of  th« 
**  fame,  cannot  be  reiMered  dependent  upon  the  conient  of  a .  proviaeial  af- 
"  fembly  in  the  Colonics,  without  a  moH  dangerous  innovatjon  and  deroga* 
"  tion  from  the  dignity  of  the  imperial  Crown  of  Great-Britain.  Nevertbe> 
"  lefs,  ill  order  to  quiet  and  dii'pel  jealoufies  and  fears,  be  it  hereby  do* 
<*  clare'd,  that  no  military  force,  however  raifcd  and  kept  according  to  law, 

**  can  ever  be  lawfully  ern^lrtvpfl  ta  violate  and  deilrav.  tha  mA  EMikt*  ftff 

"  thepeople.     ,.i, _..■';•/,;  ^.■.    ,     ;,.:•  ■,.  --yu-,  .;:  .■:-..-;•..■:.,  ^^.i^^.', .-. 

*'  Moreover,  in  order  to  remove,  forever,  all  cauies  of  pernicious  di£> 

«  cords,  and  in  due  contemplation  of  the  vaft  increafc  of  polfeinons  and 

*'  population 


«'  population  in  the  Colonies}  and  having  at  heart  to  render  the  condition  of 
'*  To  great  a  body  of  induftrious  fubjcAs  there,  more  and  more  happy,  by 
<*  the  facredneft  of  property,  and  of  perfonal  liberty}  and  of  more  extenfive 
**  and  lafting  utility  to  the  parent  kingdom,  by  indiifoluble  ties  pf  mutual 
**  affection,  confidence,  trade  and  reciprocal  benefits }  be  it  declared  and 
<«  enabled  by  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advicfe^ 
**  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal^  and  Commons  in  this 
**  this  prefent  Parliament  aflfcmbled  }  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  enabled, 
«  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  no  tallage,  tax,  or  other  charge  for 
*'  his  Majefty's  revenue,  fhall  be  commanded  or  levied  from  Britifhfree- 
*'  men  in  America,  without  common  confent,  by  aft  of  provincial  aflembiy 
'<  there,  duly  convened  for  that  purpofe. 

**  And  it  is  hereby  further  declared  and  enaAed,  by  the  King's  moft 
"  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spi- 
**  ritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  this  prefent  Parliament  alTem- 
**  bled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful 
**  for  delegates  from  the  refpe£live  provinces,  lately  alfembled  at  Philadel- 
'*  phia,  to  meet  in  general  Congrefs  at  the  faid  Philadelphia,  on  the 
•*  ninth  day  of  May  next  enfuing,  in  order  then  and  there  to  take  into  con- 
*<  fideration  the  making  due  recognition  of  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority 
**  and  fuperintending  power  of  Parliament  over  the  Colonies,  as  aforefaid} 
*«  and  moreover,  may  it  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majefty,  that  the  laid 
<*  delegates,  to  be  in  Congrefs  aflfembled  in  manner  aforefaid,  may  be  re- 
*•  quired,  and  the  fame  are  hereby  required,  by  the  King's  Majefty  fitting 
••  in  lut  Parliament,  to  take  into  confideration,  (over  and  above  the  ufual 
••  charge  for  fupport  of  civil  government  in  the  refpc£live  Colonies)  the 
«*  making  a  free  grant  to  the  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  of  a  certain 
••'  perpetual  revenue,  fubjeft  to  the  difpoiition  of  the  Britifli  Parliament,  to 
«•  be  by  them  appropriated,  as  they  in  their  wifdom  fhall  judge  fit,  to  the 
<'  dleviation  of  the  national  debt :  no  doubt  being  had,  but  the  juft,  free 
<*  aid  will  be  in  fuch  honourable  proportion,  as  may  feera  meet  and  be- 
*<  coming  from  great  and  flourifhing  Colonies  towards  a  parent-country,  la- 
<*  bouring  ^nder  the  heavieft  burdens,  which  (in  no  inconfiderable  part) 
«  have  been  willingly  taken  upon  ourfelves  and  pofterity,  to  the  defence, 
**  extention,  and  profperity  of  the  Colonies. 

*' ««  And  to  this  great  end,  be  it  hereby  further  declared  and  enafted,  that 
<*  the  general  Congrefs  (to  meet  at  Philadelphia  as  aforefaid)  fhall  be,  and 
«  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  (the  delegates  compofmg  the  fame 
**  being  firft  fufficiently  fumifhed  with  powers  from  their  refpeftive  provin- 
*<  ces  for  this  purpofe)  to  adjuft  and  fix  their  partitions  and  quotas  of  the 


^~  isvera*  Cucurges  to  u€  ucrne 


by  each  province  refpcciively,  towards  the 


"  general  contributary  fupply }  and  this  in  fuch  fair  and  equitable  meafure 
'*  as  may  beft  fuit  the  abilities  and  conveniencei  of  all.    Provided  always. 
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"  that  the  Powers  for  fixing  the  faid  quotas,  hereby  given  to  the  delegatei 
'*  from  the  old  provinces  compofing  the  Congrefs,  (hall  not  extend  to  th6 
**  new  provinc  s  £aft  and  Weft  Florida,  Georgia,  Nova  Scotia,  St, 
*'  John's,  and  C?i.  'ia;  the  circumftances  and  abilities  of  the  faid  province^ 
"  being  referved  for  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  in  their  due  time.  And  in 
*'  order  to  aiFord  neceflary  time  fur  mature  deliberation  in  America,  be  it 
**  hereby  declared,  that  the  provifions  for  afcertaining  and  fixing  the  exer- 
*<  cife  of  the  right  of  taxation  in  the  colonies,  as  agreed  and  exprefled  by 
*'  this  prefent  a£l,  ihall  not  be  in  force,  or  have  any  operation,  until  thd 
ddegates  to  be  in  Congrefs  aflembled,  fufficiently  authorifed  and  empov/* 
ered  by  their  refpe£live  provinces  to  this  end,  (hall,  as  an  indifpenfibltf 
*•  condition,  have  duly  recognifed  the  fupreme  legidative  authority  and  fu- 
**  perintending  power  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  over  the  Colonies 
**  as  aforefaid.  Always  underftood,  that  a  free  grant  of  an  aid,  as  here  be- 
**  fore  required  and  expelled  from  the  Colonies,  is  not  to  be  confidered  as 
**  a  condition  of  redrefs,  but  as  a  juft  teftimonyof  their  affeftion. 

**  And  whereas  divers  afts  of  parliament  have  been  humbly  reprefented; 
"  in  a  petition  to  his  Majefty  from  America,  to  have  been  found  grievous, 
"  in  wliole  or  in  part,  to  the  fubjefls  of  the  Colonies,  be  it  hereby  enaftedj 
♦'  by  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confetft 
**  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  ami  temporal,  and  Cominons  in  this  prefent  par-* 
"  liament  aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  powers  of 
"  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts  in  America  fhall  be  reftrained  within 
**  their  antient  limits,  and  the  trial  by  jury,  in  all  ci#il  caft«,  wltere  the&me 
"  may  have  been  aboliibed,  reftored ;  and  that  no  fubje^  in  America  (tittH^ 
*<  in  capitail  caies,  be  liable  to  be  indi^led  and  tried  for  the  fame,  in  any 
"  place  out  pf  the  province,  wherein^fuch  offence  (hall  be  alledged  to  have 
**  been  committed  j  nor  be  deprived  of  a  trial  by  his  peers  of  the  vicinage; 
*♦  nor  (hall  it  be  lawful  to  fend  periods  indifted  for  murder,  in  any  pro- 
"  vince  of  America,  to  another  colony,  or  to  Great-Britain,  for  trial.  And 
**  it  is  hereby  declared  and  enabled,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  thait  all  and 
**  every  the  fame  a£ts,  or  fo  much  thereof  as  are  repre(ented  to  have  been 
**  ioand  giievous,  namely,  the  feveral  a£ls  of  4  Geo.  III.  ch.  15,  and  ch. 
*'  34**  5G60,  III.  ch.  25,  6  Geo.  III.  ch.  51,  7  Geo.  III.  ch.41,  and  ch« 
"  46,  8  Geo.  III.  oh.  S2,  xz  Geo.  III.  ch.  24,  with  the  three  a£ls,  for  (lop- 
**  ping  the  port  and  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  for  altering  the 
*'  charter  and  government  of  MafTachufets-Bay,  and  that  entitled  *  An  a£l 
**  for  the  better  adminiitration  of  juft:ice,  &c.j'  alfo,  the  aft  for  rcgirhrting 
**  the  government  of  Quebec  j  and  the  aft,  paflTed  in  the  fame  (efiion,  reJa- 
**  ting  to  the  quarters  of  (bldiers }  (hall  be,  and  are,  hereby  fufpended,  and 
**  not  to  have  efFcft  or  execution,  from  the  date  of  this  aft.  And  be  it 
*<  moreover  hereby  declared  and  enafted,  by  the  authority  afcrefaid,  that  aU 
*'.  Mid  every  the  before-recited  afts,  or  the  parts  thereof  complained  of,  (hall 
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*(  be,  and  Tirt,  in  virtue  of  this  prefent  a£>,  finally  repealed  and  annuHed« 
**  from  the  day  that  the  due  recognition  of  the  fupreme  legidative  authority 
*«  and  fuperintending  power  of  Parliament  over  the  Colonies  fliall  have  been 
**  made  on  the  part  of  the  faid  Colonies. 

**  And  for  the  better  fecuring  due  and  impartial  adminiilration  of  jufllce 
**  In  the  Colonies,  be  it  declared  and  enafted,  by  the  King's  mod  excellent 
**  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and 
*'  temporal,  and  Commons  in  this  prefent  parliament  affembled,  that  his 
"  Majefty's  judges  in  courts  of  law  in  the  colonics  in  America,  to  be  ap- 
*'  pointed  with  falaries  by  the  crown,  fhall  hold  their  ofEces  and  falaries,  as 
*•  his  Majefty's  judges  in  England,  quamdiufe  bene  gejferint.  And  it  is 
**  hereby  farther  declared,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  Colonies  in 
*'  America  are  juftly  intitled  to  the  privileges,  franchifes,  and  immunities, 
*•  granted  by  the  feveral  charters  or  conftitutions,  which  ought  not  to  be  in- 
**  vaded  or  refumed,  indefs  for  mifufe,  or  fome  legal  ground  of  forfeiture. 
«  So  (hall  true  reconcilement  avert  impending  calamities,  and  this  moft 
«  folemn  national  accord  between  Great  -Britain  and  her  Colonies,  ftand  an 
«  everlafting  monument,  of  clemency  and  magnanimity  in  the  benignant 
*'  Father  of  his  People;  of  wifdom  and  moderation  in  this  great  nation, 
<*  famed  for  humanity  as  for  valour;  and  of  fidelity  and  gi-ateful  affeftion 
**  from  brave  and  loyal  Colonies  to  their  parent  kingdom,  which  will  ever 
««  protefl:  and  cherifh  them,"       t,!^',' 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  20th  of  March  1775,  Mr. 
Burke,  whofe  talents,  experience  in  public  bufmefs,  and  integnty, 
have  been  for  many  years  approved,  in  the  public  parliamentary 
fervice,  propofed  a  fet  of  refolutions,  for  the  reftoration  of  peace, 
founded  upon  the  antient  policy  rubfilling  between  the  two  coun- 
tries ;  not  trufting  to  fpeculative  experiments  or  hazardous  inno- 
vations, but  treading  in  the  antient  path  of  found  and  approved 
experience.  Hear  a  few  of  his  own  words,  that  you  may  conceive 
a  juft  opinion  of  his  plan  and  principles.  "  The  propofition  is 
•*  peace;  not  peace  through  the  medium  of  war;  not  peace  to  be 
"  hunted  through  the  labyrinth  of  intricate  and  endlefs  negocia- 
"  tions;  not  peace  to  arife  out  of  univerfal  difcord,  fomented  from 
"  principle,  in  all  parts  of  the  empire;  not  peace,  to  depend  upon 
"  the  juridical  determinations  of  perplexing  queftions,  or  the 
"  precife  marking  the  fhadowy  boundaries  of  a  complex  govern- 
"  ment.  It  is  fimple  peace,  fought  in  its  natural  courfc,  and  in  its 
"  ordinary  haunts.  It  is  peace  fought  in  the  fpirit  of  peace,  and 
"  laid  in  principles  purely  pkcific.    I  propofe,  by  removing  the 
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*•  ground  of  difference,  and  by  reftoring  the  former  unfufpefting 
"  confidence  in  the  Mother  Country,  to  give  permanent  fatisfac- 
"  tion  to  your  people,  and  (far  from  a  principle  of  ruling  by  difcord) 
"  to  reconcile  them  to  each  other,  in  the  fame  aft,  and  by  the 
"  bond  of  the  very  fame  intereft  which  reconciles  them  to  the 
"  Britifli  government."      ^'  '■     •^'      ^ '- -    ■-tf->  (Ut^'l  \'^m  ■' 
'^--     The  following  are  the  refolutions  which  he  moved:     -      " 
*•  1 .  That  the  Colonies  and  Plantations  of  Great  Britain  in  North 
**  America,  confining  of  fourteen  feparate  governments,  and  con- 
"  taining  two  millions  and  upwards  of  free  inhabitants,  have  not 
"  had  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  elefting  and  fending  any  knights 
"  and  burgeffcs,  or  others,  to  reprefent  them  in  the  high  court  of 
"  ^arWament.     Previous  qufjfion put.      '■.  r';  » ' -i  •  -  •  v:  t 

"  2.  That  the  faid  Colonies  and  Plantations  have  been  made 
liable  to,  and  bounden  by,  feveral  fubfidies,  payments,  rates,  and 
taxes,  given  and  granted  by  Parliament,  though  the  faid  Colo- 
nies and  Plantations  have  not  their  knights  and  burgefles  in  the 
high  court  of  parliament,  of  their  own  eleftion,  to  reprefent  the 
condition  of  their  country,  by  lack  whereof  they  have  been  of- 
tentimes touched  and  grieved,  by  fubfidies  given,  granted,  and 
**  affented  to  in  the  faid  court,  in  a  manner  prejudicial  to  the  com-' 
*'  monweaUh,  quietnefs,  reft,  and  peace,  of  the  fubje6ls  inhabiting 
**  the  faid  Colonies.    Prev.  gue/i. 

**  3.  That  from  the  diflance  of  the  faid  Colonies,  and  from  other 
"  circumftances,  no  method  has  hitherto  been  devifed,  for  pro- 
**  curing  a  reprefentation  in  parliament  for  the  faid  Colonies. 
**  Prev,que/i.  '  •  '         ■ 

♦*  4.  That  each  of  the  faid  Colonies  hath,  within  itfelf,  a  body 
*•  chofen  in  part,  or  in  the  whole,  by  the  freemen,  freeholders,  or 
"  other  free  inhabitants  thereof,  commonly  called  the  general  af- 
^*  fembly,  or  general  court,  with  powers  legally  to  raife,  levy,  and 
**  alfefs,  according  to  the  feveral  ufage  of  fuch  Colonies,  duties  and 
"  taxes,  towards  defraying  all  forts  of  public  fervices.  Prcv.  queJL 
"  5.  That  the  faid  general  affemblies,  or  general  courts,  or 
"  other  bodies  legally  qualified  as  aforefaid,  have,  at  fundry  times^ 
**  freely  granted  feveral  large  fubfidies  and  public  aids,  for  his  Ma- 
*•  jefty's  fervice,  according  to  their  abilities,  when. required  thereto 
*'  by  letter  from  one  of  his  Majefly's  fecretaries  of  ftate;  and  that 
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**  their  right  to  grant  the  fame,  and  their  chearfulnefs  and  fuifici* 
"  ency  in  the  faid  grants  have  been,  at  fundry  times,  acknowled- 
"  ged  by  parliament.     Pojfed  in  the  negative. 

*'  6.  That  it  hath  been  found  by  experience  that  the  manner 
"  of  granting  the  faid  fupplies  and  aids,  by  the  faid  general  aflem- 
*'  blies,  hath  been  more  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
"  colonies,  and  more  beneficial  and  conducive  to  the  public  fer- 
^*  vice,  than  the  mode  of  giving  and  granting  aids  and  fubfidies  in 
"  parliament  to  be  raifed  and  paid  in  the  faid  Colonies.  Neg* 
.'  The  four  following  refolutlons,  viz.  /tb,  8th,  9th,  and  10th, 
were  for  the  repeal  of  four  afis  of  parliament,  commonly  called, 
the  Tea  a£l;  the  Bofton-port  a£i;  the  a£l  for  regulating  triab  of 
perfons  queftioned  in  the  execution  of  the  law  in  cafe  of  riots,  &c; 
and  the  Maffachufett's  charter  a£l:  And  the  nth  refolution  was 
to  explain  and  amend  the  a£l  of  Henry  8th,  for  trial  of  treafonn 
committed  out  of  the  Kill's  dominions,  ,  ;  /- 

*'  12.  That  from  the  time  when  the  general  aflembly,  or  gene- 
**  ral  court,  of  any  Colony  or  Plantation  in  North- America,  (hall 
'*  have  appointed,  by  a£l:  of  affembly  duly  confinned,  a  fettled  &- 
**  bry  to  the  offices  of  the  Chief  Juftice  and  Judges  of  the  fu- 
"  perior  courts,  it  may  be  proper  that  the  faid  Chirf  Juftice  and 
*^  other  Judges  of  the  fuperior  courts,  of  fuch  Colony^  fball  hold 
*<  his  and  their  office  and  offices  during  their  good  behaviour,  and 
"  fliall  not  be  removed  therefrom,  but  when  the  faid  removaifhall 
**  be  adjudged  by  his  M^efly  in  council,  upon  a  hearing  oo  com- 
<*  plaint  from  the  general  aiTembly,  or  on  a  comj^aint  from  the 
"  governor  or  council  or  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  feverally, 
"  of  the  colony  in  which  the  faid  Chief  Juftice  or  other  Judges 
"  have  exercifed  the  faid  office.    Neg,  ..•   .?rir' :  i  .    . 

"  13.  That  it  may  be  proper  to  regulate  the  courts  of  admi- 
"  ralty  or  vice-admiralty  authorifed  by  the  i5th  ch.  of  the  4th  of 
**  Geo.' III.  in  fuch  manner  as  to  make  the  fame  more  conuco- 
"  dious  to  thofig  who  fue,  or  are  fued,  in  the  faid  courts,  and  to 
^  provide  im  the  more  decent  maintenance  of  the  Judges  of  the 
♦*  lame.    Prev.  quefl»        '- 

Would  to  God  that  fuch  pFopofuions  as  thefe  had  been  atiended 
to  in  due  feafon !  things  would  sot  now  be  as  they  are.  ' 

-■    ■  •;■•■    ■  '  .■     '  -.-  Imyfelf 
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I  myfcif  did  Ukewife  in  the  fame  fefBon,  viz.  on  the  97th  -of 
March  1775,  take  the  Hberty  to  throw  in  my  mite,  towards  fet-r 
tlingthe  dilTcrences  fubfiAing  between  Great-Britain  and  her  Co- 
lonies, upon  the  old  and  .  >,cuftomed  ground  of  proceeding  by  free 
requifitions.  I  humbly  offered  to  the  Houfe,  a  draught  of  a  p^-o- 
pofed  letter  of  requifuion,  after  the  manner  of  former  risquifitions 
to  the  Colonies,  and  which  I  endeavoured,  according  to  thebeft  of 
my  judgment,  to  adapt  to  the  circumilances  of  the  cafe. 

That  propofed  draught  was  precifely  made  out,  according  to  the 
ufual  and  official  forms,  and  upon  the  model  of  former  letters  of 
requifuion  to  the  Colonies.  Whenever  it  has  been  thought  pro- 
per to  require  aids  from  the  Colonies,  it  has  been  the  invariable 
cuftom  for  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  write  a  circular  letter  to  the 
governors  of  the  feveral  provinces,  ilating  the  occafion  of  the 
demand,  the  circumilance  of  the  cafe,  and  the  necelTity,  import- 
ance, or  expediency,  of  the  fervices  required,  with  direfiions  to 
lay  the  fame  before  the  refpeftive  aflemblies,  "  to  ufe  his  infju- 
♦•  ence  with  them,  and  to  recommend  it  to  them,  to  take  thefe 
*'  matters  into  their  confideration,  and  to  comply  with  fuch  reai* 
"  fonable  requifitions." — The  American  colonies  have  ever  complied 
moji  chearfully  and  liberally  zoith  all  fuch  reafonakle  and  canfiitU" 
tionalrequifiiions.  .      -  ,1,,:.'  ;;..      .    .    n^.-; 

Upon  thefe  grounds  I  ventured  to  propofe  a  fimilar  letter  of 
requifition,  refting  the  arguments  upon  the  fpecial  merits  of  the 
cafe,  as  being,  in  the  ftri£left  and  mod  literal  fenfe,  a  returq 
to  the  conditions  exifting  in  1763.  ,.♦,  . 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  propofed  letter  of  requifition: 

«*  His  Majefty,  having  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  to  fee  every  part  of 
**  his  dominions  put  into  a  ftate  of  fecurity  both  by  fea  and  land,  againft 
*'  any  attack,  or  even  apprehenfion  of  attack,  from  foreign  power*,  has 
**  therefore  particularly  taken  into  his  confideration  the  neceflity  of  keeping 
**  up  3  refpeftable  marine  eftablifhmcnt,  as  well  for  the  aflual  proteftion  of 
*<  the  commercial  interefts  of  Great-Britain  and  America,  as  to  maintain 
**  undiminifhed  the  power  and  pre-eminence  of  the  royal  flag  of  Great- 
"  Britain,  and  to  prefei-vc  that  navy  which  has,  in  the  time  of  war,  carried 
*•  us  triumphant  over  all  our  enemies,  fiom  falling  into  ncgleft  or  inaftion 
<«  in  the  time  of  peace.    The  aaval  power  of  Great-Britain  i»  more  efpeci- 
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•^  ally  neeeffify' for  the  jpro'teflion  of  his  Majffty'a  American  fubjefts,  from 
**  the  fpccial  nature  of  their  cafe;  who  have  indeed,  each  of  them,  by  their 
"  refpe£live  militias,  a  provincial  fecurity  by  land,  but,  from  the  want  of  » 
**  iiroilar  eftablilhment  at  fea,  are  particularly  unguarded  on  that  tiement, 
*•  The  colonifts  arc  dependent  upon  the  fecurity  of  the  fea,  not  only  for 
**  their  own  trade,  but  likewife  for  that  fupply  of  Britilh  manufactures, 
<*  which,  if  they  were  under  the  neceffity  of  providing  for  themfelves, 
**  would  draw  them  oiF  from  thofe  objefls  of  their  colonization,  which  are 
**  more  beneficial  to  them,  the  poirefling,  and  bringing  into  culture,  the  ex- 
"  tenfive  and  fertile  lands  of  America.  It  is  therefore  the  peaceable  pur« 
*'  fuit  and  enjoyment  of  all  and  every  one  of  thefe  advantages,  fur  which 
**   they  are  beholden  to  bis  Majefty's  royal  navy  for  prote£tion. 

<(  His  Majefty  has  likewife  taken  into  his  confideration,  the  date  of  the 
"  American  Colonies,  with  refpe£l  to  their  military  defence  by  land.  The 
"  glory  of  all  the  American  conquefts  in  the  late  war  was  accomplifhed  by 
"  the a£live  zeal,  anddrenuous  efforts,  of  the  BritiHi  and  American  united 
*'  arms ;  in  the  profecution  of  which,  his  Majefty  has  repeatedly  had  experi- 
*'  ence,  that  his  faithful  and  loy^l  fubje£ls  of  America,  have  contributed 
*'  more  than  their  proportion.  His  Majefty  is  therefore  well  pleafed,  that 
**  his  American  fubje£ls  ihould  reap,  upon  the  fortunate  termination  of  that 
**  war,  the  advantages  of  fecurity  moft  peculiarly  beneficial  to  their  iituation. 
"  He  confiders  this  fecurity  as  no  more  than  a  juft  and  adequate  recorapence 
**  for  their  liberality  and  zeal,  and  the  courage  of  their  exertions,  in  the  con- 
**  queft  of  all  thofe  hoftile  provinces,  and  in  the  extirpation  of  all  thofe  fo- 
*<  reign  European  interefts,  which  had  for  many  years  been  hovering,  with 
«  an  evil  afpefl,  over  the  Britifh  American  colonies,  and  circumfcribing 
*'  their  early  growth. 

"  His  Majefty  confiders,  that  the  eftablifliment  and  confirmation  of  his 
"  newly-acquired  dominions,  for  the  peace,  fafety,  and  tranquility  of  his 
**  ancient  and  loyal  colonies,  requires  the  fame  union  of  mind  and  meafures, 
•*  between  all  his  fubjefts  on  each  fide  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  by  which  they 
"  wcfe  acquired ;  and  that  fuitabje  and  proportionate  provifions  Ihould  be 
"  made  by  the  refpeftive  parts  of  his  Majefty's  dominions,  according  to 
'♦  the  intereft  or  advantages  to  each  refpeftively  refulting  j  the  fovereignty, 
'*  property,  and  pofieflion  of  the  faid  conquered  dominions,  being  ceded  to 
**  Great-Britain,  on  the  one  fide;  and  a  permanent  and  peaceable  fecurity 
"  from  all  foreign  enemies  or  foreign  forces,  being  the  beneficial  advantage 
"  acquired,  and  from  the  time  of  their  conqueft  enjoyed,  by  the  American 
"  Colonies,  on  the  other.  His  Majefty,  therefore,  on  this  fubjeft  confiders, 
"  that  in  reafon  by  much  the  greater  part  of  the  expences  of  the  eftablifti- 
*«  raent  of  the  conquered  provinces  fliould  fall  where  the  fovereignty,  pro- 
•' pcriy,  and  pofleftioa  are  vefted. 
#iU»  '  '  «  With 
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**  With  refpe^l  to  the  military  defence  of  his  Majefty*i  ancient  colonietf 
'  the  fame  plan  may  be  adopted,  which  has  obtained  in  former  timet  of  peace, 
**  as  no  greater  (landing  force  need  be  added  to  the  militias  of  each  province, 
<*  than  was  found  neceflTary  before  the  expulfion  of  all  foreign  interefts  fram 
**  North  America.  Upon  confideration  of  each  of  thefe  branches  requiring 
**  Tome  military  eftablifhment,  his  Majefty  thinks  it  neceflary,  with  the  con- 
*<  fent  of  parliament,  to  keep  up  fome  ftanding  forces  in  America,  as  well  for 
**  the  fecurity  of  his  newly  acquired  dominions,  as  wO  be  in  readinefs,  in  cafe 
**  any  of  his  antient  colonies  (hould  be  attacked,  to  zti  in  conjun£tion  with 
*'  the  militia  of  any  fuch  colony,  for  the  required  defence.  His  Majeily 
**  therefore,  upon  confideration  of  the  premifes,  both  with  refpe6l  to  the  ne- 
"  cefTary  naval  and  military  eftabli/hments,  thinks  it  not  unreafonable,  to  or- 
«  der  requifitions  to  be  made,  to  the  feveral  alfemblies  of  his  loyal  colonies 
«  in  Nonh  America,  for  a  fuitable  and  voluntary  provifion,  for  the  purpofes 
«  of  defending,  protecting,  and  fecuring  the  faid  colonies.  -  .» 

**  And  to  make  the  execution  of  this  matter  as  convenient,  and  as  iatlsfac< 
**  tory  as  poiTible,  to  his  fubjedls  in  America,  his  Majefty  recommends  the 
**  mode  to  the  option  of  the  colonies ;  as  it  will  be  equally  fatisfaClory  to  him, 
**  if  the  colonies  themfelves  will  undertake  the  performance  of  the  fervices, 
"  under  his  Majefty's  orders,  by  equipping,  arming,  and  maintaining,  afuit* 
<*  able  number  of  veflels,  with  the  proper  complement  of  men,  to  be  under 
«  the  command  of  fuch  naval  officers  as  his  Majefty  fhall  from  time  to  time 
"  appoint;  and  in  like  manner  to  levy,  cloath,  pay,  and  provide  for,  fuch 
"  proportion  of  forces  upon  the  military  eftabliihment  of  America  as  fhall  be 
«  equitable  upon  the  circumftance  of  the  cafe,  and  upon  confideration  of  the 
**  refpeCltive  abilities  of  each  province }  fuch  forces  to  a£l  either  feparately,  or 
**  in  conjunction  with  any  other  of  his  Majefty's  forces,  and  to  be  under  the 
**  fupreme  command  of  all  fuch  officer;  as  his  Majefty  ihall  think  proper  to 
«  appoint.  His  Majefty  will  order  an  account  to  be  laid  before  the  feveral 
"  aflemblies,  of  the  naval  and  military  eftabliihments,  which  his  Majeft/ 
**  hereby  requires  them  to  furnifti.  .    -    .•,..,.;..••/     /.Vvi.V  •,;\I ».  *. 

*<  His  Majefty  is  not  unmindful  of  the  many  reftraints  and  prohibitionf 
*<  which  the  colonies  are  under,  in  refpeiSl  to  their  commerce  and  manufac- 
«  tures;  and  that  many  of  the  regulations  eftablifhed  by  the  authority  of  the 
**  Britifli  parliament  operate  to  the  fame  effeft  (though  indireftly)  as  taxes. 
«  This  is  the  accepted  condition  of  their  emigration,  to  continue  fubordinate 
**  to  the  Britiih  commerce,  and  inftrumental  to  the  fupport  and  extenfionof 
"  Britifti  manufaftures,  while  they  are  left  at  liberty  themfelves,  to  fpraad 
"  into  the  continent  of  IJJorth- America,  But  as  many  of  thefe  regulations 
**  and  reftraints  were  formed  in  old  times,  when  the  principles  of  commerce 
**  were  perhaps  ill  underftood,  and  as  it  may  be  found  that  many  of  them  are 
"  nugatory,  or  vexatious  to  the  American  Colonies,  without  being  beneficial 
"  to  Great* Britain,  his  Majefty  hopes;  that  an  amicable  compliance  wiih  ti^m 
...  **  above- 
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*  afcoTe-mentione<4  reafonablnrcquirttions,  and  anoftcnfible  contribntion  on 
•*  the  part  of  the  colonies,  to  the  general  partiamentary  fuppljr,  will  pave  the 
'•  way  for  many  rehiKations  in  the  articles  of  coirmiercc.  And  his  Majsfty 
"  gives  tl>e  ftrongeft  afUirances  to  his  colonifts,  that  he  will,  at  all  times,  re- 
'*  commend  to  his  parliament,  to  revife,  repeal,  explain,  amend,  and  relax, 
**  all  fuch  reftrajnts  and  prohibitions,  as  fhall  appear  to  be  ftirolous,  unjuH, 
**  impolitic,  and  oppieflive  to  the  colonies.     »v  .  ^ 

"  It  is  with  great  grief  that  his  Majefty,  who  It  theComrtiorffalhef  of  his 
**  people,  and  views,  with  an  equal  eye  of  affeftion,  his  fnbjetis  in  every  part 
««  of  his  dominions,  has  of  late  years  obfcrved  the  very  unhappy  divilions 
<*  which  have  fubfifted  between  his  BritiHi  paHiament  and  tlie  alTemblies  of 
**  Wn  American  fubjeAs ;  and  that  needlefs  and  imprndent  difcuflions  of  fpe- 
"  culative  points,  from  mutual  mirapjirehenfions,  have  been  converted  into 
*<  anger  and  animoTities,  which  threaten  the  mod  fatal  confequences.  His 
«  Majefty  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  natural  juftice  and  moderation  oi 
**  his  Britifli  p?rliament,  to  believe  that  they  could  ever  entertain  the  thought 
**  of  any  known  or  intended  injuftice  or  grievance  to  their  fellow  •fobjeAs  in 
**  America;  and  from  the  many  recent  and  repeated  proofs  of  obedience, 
<*  loyalty,  and  affection,  from  the  colonifts,  and  of  their  liberality  and  difin- 
•*  terefted  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  Majefty's  arms,  which  they  have  freely 
'*  and  chearfully  followed  into  diftant  climates,  after  the  complete  conqueft  of 
•*  America ;  he  is  equally  aflbred,  that  his  American  fubje6h  are  incapable 
**  of  being  influenced  by  narrow  or  felHfh  motives.  His  Majefty  has  the  fuU^^ 
•*  eft  confidence  in  the  repeated  declarations  of  his  American  Colonies,  who 
«*  have  feparately  and  colleftively  declared,  *  That  they  do  fmcerely  recog-i 
**  nize  their  allegiance  to  his  crown,  and  all  due  fubordination  to  the  Parlla- 
<«  mentof  Great-Britain;  that  they  (hall  always  retain  the  moft  grateful  fenfe 
«*  of  the  afTiftance  and  proteftion,  which  they  have  received  j  that  their  lives 
«*  and  fortunes  are  entirely  devoted  to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  to  which,  on  his 
«*  royal  requifitions,  they  have  ever  been  ready  to  contribute,  to  the  utmoft  of 
**  their  ability.'  *  Therefore  his  Majefty  has  the  fulleft  dependence,' « That 
•*  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  may  require  it,  they  will,  as  they  have 
**  heretofore  done,  chearfully  contribute  their  full  proportion  of  men  and. 
•*  money.'  «*  His  Majefty  entertains  the  moft  coniidenthope,  from  the  upright 
*'  intentions  of  both  panics,  that  upon  a  cool  re -confideration  of  the  original 
*•  matters  in  difpute,  which  his  Majefty  has  endeavoured  to  ftate  upon  the 
*•  giounds  of  reafon,  with  faimefs  and  impartiality,  all  unhappy  animofitie^ 
**  and  civil  diftra^lions  will  be  compofed  upon  the  folid  foundations  of 
*»  equity' and  juftice  j  and  that  all  things  will  be  reftored  to  that  happy  ftate 
**  of  harmony  and  mutual  affeftion,  which  fubfifted  at  the  termination  of  the 
«  late  glorious  war ;  and  that  every  hoftile  and  vindiftive  aft  or  dechu-ation^ 
«*  which  has  paflcd  from  the  commencement  of  thefe  unfortunate  troubles* 
*•  will  be  buried  in  everlafting  oblivion. 

<*  It  would 
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**  It  would  be  a  grievous  affll£lton  to  his  Majefty,  to  fee  the  courage  of  hii 
**  faithful  fubjefls  averted  to  civil  diHentions,  and  the  ludrc  of  the  national 
"  arms  Ibined  with  civil  blood;  to  fee  the  general  peace  and  tranquility  bro* 
<'  ken,  and  invitations  thereby  thrown  out  to  hit  enemies,  to  difturb  the  glo« 
«  rics  of  his  reign;  to  fee  the  unhappy  divifions  of  this  kingdom  againft  it- 
**  fclf,  giving  courage  to  their  fecret  refentmentSi  and  tempting  them,  in  an 
"  evil  hour,  to  re-aifumc  thofc  hoftile  purpoles  againft  his  Majefty^s  domini- 
**  ons,  which  the  united  and  compafled  powers  of  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bour- 
'<  bon  were  unable,  in  the  late  glorious  war,  to  accomplish  againft  the  then 
«  united  and  compacted  arms  of  Great-Btitajn  and  America.  His  Majefty's 
'<  mod  earneft  and  moft  anxious  wifhes  are,  to  fee  unanimity  reftored  amongft 
'*  all  his  fubjefls,  that  they  may  long  enjoy  in  peace  the  fruits  of  thofe  com- 
*'  mon  vi£loi>ies  which  have  heretofore  cemented  them  in  one  general  caufe  j 
"  that  living  in  harmony  and  brotherly  kindnefs,  one  towards  another,  and 
*'  in  one  common  obedience  to  the  fupreme  legiilature,  they  may  join  all 
<*  hands  with  one  heart,  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  the  juft  authority 
**  of  parliament,  the  true  and  combined  interefts  of  Great-Britain  and  Ame- 
f*  rica;  and  thus  tranfmit  to  pofterity,  with  everlaftine  honour,  the  ynited 
««  empire  of  tbefe  kingdoms."  :      ,  •.;.....  y  v..  u-ik,%wiiil. 

I  think  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  if  this  propofition  had  been 
accepted,  it  might  have  laid  the  foundation  of  peace,  becaufe  thofd 
very  terms  were  drawn  up  by  the  Congrefs,  in  their  petition  to 
the  King,  and  addrefs  to  the  people  of  England  a  few  months  after, 
and  were  propofed  by  themfelves  as  the  terms  of  pacification. 
You  will  obferve,  that  in  all  thefc  cautious  propofitions,  there  was 
nothing  novel  or  hazardous,  nothing  derogatory  to  the  honour  of 
this  country,  no  mean  concpflTions  oT  any  conftitutional  rights  of 
this  country ;  but  only  compromifing  fpeculative  ^nd  difputed 
points,  by  recurring  to  the  old-accuftomed  and  fafe  way,  in  which 
both  countries  had  been  uiiited  in  profperity  and  peace. 

Our  friend  Sir  George  Savile  took  up  another  propofition, 
which  was  charafteriftically  fuited  to  his  well-known  uprightnefs 
and  love  of  juftice.  The  American  Congrefs  had  prefeijted  a  pe- 
tition to  the  throne,  ftating  their  grievances,  and  applying  for  re- 
drefs.  His  Majefty  had  referred  this  petition  to  the  confideration 
of  parliament.  Sir  George  Savile  on  this  occafion,  viz.  on  the 
26th  of  January  1775^  prefented  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  from 
the  American  Agents,  concluding  with  thefe  words :  "  Your  pe- 
(*  titioners  do,  with  intent  to  promote  a  reftoration  of  the  cordial 
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<*  union,  that  (o  long  and  happily  fubfifted  between  Great*BrItain 
•*  ^nd  •'»«  Colonies,  moft  humbly  pray  that  they  may  be  heard  at 
*'  m^  tf  of  this  h-^nourablc  Houfe,  in  fupport  of  the  faid  petition, 
•*  Whm  »» fhall  romt  u-  Her  ronfideralion."  Could  there  poifibly 
be  a  propofition  more  conforn)<»hle  to  natural  juftice  and  equity, 
than  to  have  hrarel  thofe  who  were  at  that  time  your  fcllciw-fub- 
je£ls,  before  you  ucoted  them  and  their  country  to  fire  and  fword? 
I^Ould  there  have  been  devt^  a  more  probable  way  to  have  re- 
HommI  a  rational  and  lading  peace,  than  to  have  difcufTed  the  ar- 
tides  of  their  petition  with  equity  and  candour,  inftead  of  giving 
a  flat  negative  to  this,  and  to  every  other  motion  of  a  fimilar  kind, 
and  then  infulting  that  very  petition  which  they  would  not  hear 
or  difcufs,  as  containing  nothing  but /;/7V/f;;<//r^grie  ances?  When 
one  comes  to  rcfle£l  a  little  upon  things  that  are  pad,  and  not  ^ 
prcfent  the  obje6l  of  contention,  it  is  almofl  incredible  to  con- 
ceive, how  a  parliament  could  be  brought  to  reje6l  a  petition  from 
three  millions  of  their  fellow-fubjefls,  to  decide  the  mod  impor- 
tant points  without  enquiry,  and  to  condemn  whole  provinces  to 
fire  and  fword  unheard.  Thefe,  which  I  have  explained  to  you, 
were  the  propofitions  offered  by  the  oppofers  of  the  American 
war  in  the  very  beginning  of  tlus  contcd,  forefeeing  toe  truly  the 
unfortunate  and  defperatc  ilate  of  things,  which  a  civil  war  mud 
infallibly  bring  on.  But  pailiament  was  deaf  to  every  propofition 
which  did  not  come  within  miderial  recoinmendation. 

Lord  North  did  indeed,  in  this  fird  fedion,  make  what  has  been 
called  his  conciliatory  propofition,  which  however  cannot  well  be 
looked  upon  in  any  other  light,  than  as  a  mere  pretext  calculated 
to  amufe  the  public,  with  the  name  of  having  made  an  offer  to 
America ;  and  a  very  ftiallow  pretext  I  think  ll  v  a;  This  pro- 
pofition was  conceived  in  the  lollowing  terms  'iv.  •  ut  when 
"  the  Governor,  Council,  or  Affembly,  or  general  court,  of  any  of 
"  his  Majedy's  provinces  or  colonies  in  America,  fliall  propofe  to 
"  ;  ke  provifion  according  to  the  condition,  circumdances,  and 
of  fuch  province  or  colony,  for  contributing  their  pro- 
pat  *3k>  t'  -he  common  defence  (fuch  proportion  to  be  raifed 
"  andcs  tne  authority  ol  the  general-court,  or  gencral-aflembly, 
**  of  fucb  province,  or  colony,  and  difpofable  by  parliament^  and 
**  fliall  engage  to  make  provifion  alfo  for  the  fupport  of  civil  go- 
^  vernment. 
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**  vernment,  and  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  fuch  province  of 
**  colony,  it  will  be  prop'  ,  if  fuch  propofal  fhall  be  approved  by 
**  his  Majefty  and  the  two  1  loufes  of  Parliament,  and  for  fo  lon^ 
"  as  fuch  provifion  fhall  *'e  made  accordingly,  to  forbear,  in  rt. 
*•  fpeft  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  to  levy  any  duty,  tax,  or  af- 
"  feflment,  or  to  impoft  ..ny  farthei  djty,  tax,  or  affeffment,  ex« 
**  cept  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to  levy  or 
"  impofe,  for  the  regulation  of  commerce,  the  nett  produce  of  the 
*'  duties  laft  mentioned  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  fuch  pro- 
"  \  incc  or  colony  refpeftively."  This  rcfolution  was  moved  by 
X'vi  North  in  a  committee,  on  the  20th  of  February  1775,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  on  the  a7th  of  February  1775.  This  pro^ 
pofition  feems  to  prefume,  that  there  was  no  other  matter  in  con- 
teft  but  the  right  of  taxation.  It  pafles  by  the  recital  of  all  the 
grievances  reprefented  in  that  petition  to  the  King,  which  parlia- 
ment refufed  to  confider  or  to  hear;  fuch  as,  blocking  up  their 
ports,  and  confifcating  their  charters  unheard ;  the  pcnfiontng 
judges ;  the  garbling  juries;  and  many  others ;  and  with  refpeft  to 
that  only  grievance,  to  which  Lord  North's  propotuion  doei 
pretend  iii  any  degree  to  apply,  viz.  taxation  without  reprefenta- 
tion,  il  is  a  mockery  to  expe6l  people  to  be  contented  with  a 
mere  fufpenfion  of  the  exercife  of  that  right,  juft  as  long  and  no 
longer  than  they  give  as  much  as  the  minifter  in  parliament  thinkt 
proper  to  be  fatisfied  with.  They  were  not  to  judge  of  the 
occafion,  nor  to  determine  the  amotmt  of  the  fum ;  they  were  to 
have  no  right  of  appropriating  their  gifts,  nor  any  title  to  enquire 
into  the  application;  no  confideration  in  balance  for  the  then  fub* 
Afting  monopoly  of  the  American  trade  was  even  hintec  at  in 
that  propofition.  The  abfoluie  right  of  unlimited  taxation,  with- 
out any  other  meafure  than  the  moderation  of  a  mioiiler  s  de- 
mands, was  expe£led  to  be  given  up  by  America,  (which  was  the 
whole  of  the  difpute  refpe£ling  taxation)  while  the  exercife  of.thi$ 
tremendous  claim  was  to  be  held  over  their  heads  like  a  fword 
fufpended  by  a  thread,  and,  upon  any  difcontent  or  demur,  to 
have  been  carried  into  execution  by  military  force.  The  infm- 
cerity  of  this  propofition  (lands  confefled,  not  only  by  the  infidi- 
ous  nature  of  the  terms  in  which  it  was  drawn  up,  but  by  the  firft 
a£l  of  hpfUlity  ia  ^bedding  civil  blop^^  which  wa$  f xe<;:u!U;d  on 
:-^:ic,/*-  ■  D  2    /    '■  "    .  ■■  ^'\  the 
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tlie  igtii  of  April  1775,  before  this  propofition  could  poffibly 
have  been  referred  to  the  confideration  of  America.  This  h 
therefore  a  full  and  ir/eGftable  proof  of  its  infincerity,  and  that 
war,  not  peace,  was  the  determined  purpofe  from  the  very  firft. 

The  Americans,  you  may  be  fure,  refufed  this  as  an  infidious 
offer,  and  as  being  merely  the  pretext  of  minifterial  infincerity* 
But  they  did  at  the  fame  time  repeat  their  declaration,  of  their 
willingnefs  to  contribute  upon  free  requifitions,  as  they  had  done 
before  the  year  1763.  They  addreffed  the  King  with  thefe  words, 
*'  Your  Majeily  will  find  your  fubje6ls  on  this  continent  ready 
"  and  willing,  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  been,  with  their  lives 
"  and  fortunes^  to  alTert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  intereAs  of 
"  our  mother  country."    Thus  you  fee^  if  the  ways  of  peace  had 
been  followed,  if  any  one  of  the  plans  offered  by  the  oppofers  of 
this  fatal  war  had  been  accepted  as  a  ground  of  treaty,  we  might 
at  this  moment  have  been  united  in  affeflions,  and  in  a  perpetual 
intercourfe  of  common  intereft  with  this  great  and  growing  people. 
My  objeft,  in  endeavouring  to  ftate  thefe  things  to  you,  is,  to 
draw  out  this  clear  truth,  as  the  vindication  of  that  fet  of  men 
with  whom  I  have  afted,  and  of  myfelf , — that  the  oppofers  of  this 
mad  war,  have  been  the  real  friends  to  their  country ;  and  that 
thofe  who  have  advifed  the  war,  and  have  fo  inflexibly  perfilled 
in  it,  have  led  their  country  to  ruin;  and  are  therefore  refponfi- 
ble  to  their  country,  for  all  the  difgraces  which  we  have  fuftained, 
in  the  deftruftion  of  lives,  the  wafting  of  our  money,  the  exhauft- 
ing  our  refources,  h.^  decline  of  our  commerce  and  navigation, 
the  weakening  of  public  credit,  the  accumulation  of  our  national 
debt,  the  fevering  of  our  dominions,  and  the  alienation  of  the 
hearts,  affeftions,  and  fupport  of  three  millions  of  people,  who 
Once  were  our's.    Thus  much  for  what  is  pall :  For  your  prefent 
ftate  and  profpeft  of  things,  hear  the  laft  words  of  friendly  cau- 
tion from  the  A  lerican  Congrefs  to  the  people  of  England  three 
years  ago,  viz.  on  the  8th  of  July  1775:   "  Should  you  prove  un- 
"  fuccefsful,  (hould  that  connexion  which  we  wifh  moft  ardently 
"  tQ  maintain  be  difTolved,  Ihould  your  miniftcrs  exhauft  your 
**  trealures,  and  wafte  the  blood  of  your  countrymen  in  vain  at- 
^'  tempts  on  our  liberty ,---do  they  not  deliver  you  weak  and  de- 
•*•  fencelefs  to  your  natural  enemies ?*    Thefe  were  prophetic 

"words  ^ 


■  r4 


Id  poffibi/ 
.    This  is 
,  and  that 
ery  firft. 
t  infidious 
ifincerity^ 
,  of  their 
had  done 
fe  words, 
snt  ready 
heir  lives 
iterefls  of 
)eace  had 
ipofers  of 
we  might 
jierpetuai 
g  people, 
ou,  is,  to 
of  men 
rs  of  this 
and  that 
perfifted 
refponfi- 
jftained, 
exhauft- 
;igation, 
national 
of  the 
le,  who 
prefent 
:liy  cau- 
id  three 
ove  un- 
irdently 
ft  your 
i^ain  at- 
and  de- 
ophetic 
yvords  ,• 


:P 


•■•'   : 


Words;  and  thofe  minifters  have  much  to  anfwer  for,  who  haVt 
brought  you  into  this  (ituation. 

I  have  now  ftated  to  you  fhortly  the  proceedings  of  this  firft 
feffion  of  the  prefent  parliament,  which  more  immediately  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  war  with  America,  by  refufing  every  rea- 
fonable  ground  of  treaty  with  them.  It  was  a  feffion  of  pretexts, 
to  feel  the  pulfe  of  the  nation,  and  to  lead  them  infenfibly  into 
the  fnare,  till  they  were  too  far  gone  to  recede ;  which  in  the  next 
feffion  of  parliament  was  ftampt  with  the  argument  of  a  very  no- 
ted phrafe,  viz.  "  That  we  had  paffed  the  Rubicon,  and  could 
"  not  retreat."  Suppofe  that,  before  we  had  pafled  the  Rubicon, 
the  minifter  had  with  candour,  wifdom,  and  forefight,  laid  before 
parliament  the  real  (late  of  things,  and  the  probable  expeflation 
of  confequences,  this  country  would  have  owed  him  ineftimable 
obligations.  Speaking  as  I  do  now,  after  the  event,  it  cannot 
however  be  thought  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  a  wife  and 
well-difpofed  minifter,  might  have  forefeen  thofe  events,  which 
many  prudent  perfons  forefaw  and  foretold  at  the  time,  and  which 
have  fince  proved  true.  He  might  have  reprefented  to  us,  that 
upon  the  right  of  refiftance  to  taxation  without  reprefentation, 
America  had  for  many  years  been  unanimous ;  that  the  parlia- 
mentary claim  of  confifcating  their  charters,  had  doubled  all  their 
alarms,  and  cemented  their  unanimity  to  refift,  by  making  the 
caufe  of  Maflachufets-Bay,  to  be  the  common  caufe  of  the  whole 
continent.  He  might  have  reprefented  to  us,  that  three  millions 
of  people,  at  the  diftance  of  three  thoufand  miles,  carrying  on  a 
defenfive  war  in  their  own  country  againft  invaders,  could  not 
promife  an  eafy  conqueft.  He  might  have  reprefented  to  us, 
that  the  Americans  were  like  other  men,  and  that  their  courage 
would  rife  as  occafion  and  times  of  trial  might  call  it  out ;  that 
although  they  might  have  been  unprepared,  as  not  having  had 
any  premeditated  refiftance  in  their  thoughts,  yet  that  a  few 
fhip-loads  of  arms  and  ammunition  would  be  fufficient  to  enable 
three  millions  of  people  to  refift,  with  certainty  of  fuccefs.  He 
might  have  reprefented  to  us,  that  the  trade  of  a  defolated  and 
ruined  country  (even  in  the  cafe  of  our  fuccefs)  muft  be  of  no 
value ;  and  thata  poffible  pittance  of  revenue,  thus  to  be  extorted, 
jcould  not  pay  the  expence  of  a  military  colleftion.  He  might  have 
, ,        ,  repre- 
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ttfprcfented  to  us,  that  the  expence  of  the  firft  three  or  four  years 
of  the  war,  would  probably  amount  to  30  or  40  millions.  He  did 
indeed,  in  the  year  1776,  condefcend  to  tell  us,  that  the  expence 
tvould  be  enormous;  but  little  tlianks  were  due  for  fuch  a  piece  of 
information,  when  it  flood  as  a  notorious  fa£l,  upon  the  journals  of 
the  Houfe ;  and  when  we  had  pafled  the  Rubicon.  When  he  was 
fo  ftudious  to  throw  out  to  the  public  the  vote  for  the  three  fliil- 
ling  land-tax,  before  Chriftmas  1774,  and  before  we  had  paffcd  the 
Riiicon;  did  he  then  declare  to  the  Fanded  gentlemen,  that,  fo 
far  from  ipver  expefting  to  fee  a  three  fliiHing  land-tax  agaih,  the 
expence  of  an  American  war  would  prove  enormous  ?  When 
the  loweft  peace  eftablifliment  for  navy  and  army  were  voted  be- 
fore Chriftmas  1774»  did  he  then  forewarn  us,  that  if  an  Ameri- 
can war  ihould  take  place,  it  would  require  60,000  feamen,  and 
as  many  land-forces,  and  that  the  expence  and  deftru6Hon  of  lives 
would  be  in  the  fame  enormous  proportion  ?  When,  in  the  firft 
feftion  of  this  parliament,  he  amufed  the  public  with  paying  off  a 
jnilHon  of  the  national  debt ;  did  he  then  throw  out  a  fuggeftion, 
that  if  wj!  went  into  a  war  with  America,  many  and  many  more 
millions  would  be  accumulated  to  the  debt  in  its  place  ?  Did  he 
then  reprefent  it  as  a  poffible  expe6lation,  that  29,000  men  might 
be  loft  to  this  country,  by  death,  defertion,  and  captivity,  in  Ame- 
rica, before  the  end  of  the  third  campaign  ?  Yet  this  is  a  faft 
which  has  been  fully  afcertained  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in 
the  ^oufe  of  Lords.  Did  he  then  reprefent  it  to  us  as  a  pofTible 
Invent,  that  in  a  fourth  campaign  in  the  year  1778,  the  remainder 
jbf  our  baffled  force  in  America  would  think  themfelves  well  off, 
if  they  could  efcape  from  Philadelphia  to  New-York,  between  an 
American  army  on  one  fide,  and  aFrench  fquadron  on  the  other  ? 
Did  he  forewarn  us,  that  it  could  pofTibly  enter  into  the  hearts  of 
irtirtiflers,  inflexibly  to  perfift  in  every  vindiftive  and  ruinous 
meafure,  till  the  connexion  between  Great-Britain  and  America 
(hould  be  totally  diiTolved ;  that  the  fame  minifters  would  exhauji 
your  treafures^  and  wajte  the  blood  of  your  countrymen  in  vain^ 
arid  tken  deliver  you  weak  and  drjtncelcjs  to  your  natural  enemies? 
Had  he  reprefented  thefe  things  to  us,  fiiould  we  not  have  paufed 
at  leaft  before  we  pafTed  the  Rubicon?  When  private  men,  by 
the  name  of  minifters,  are  fet  at  the  head  of  kingdoms,  they  are 
*  refponfible 
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refponfible  to  lead  their  country  to  fafety,  not  to  ruin.  That  all 
thefe  events  were  to  be  confidered  from  the  beginning  as  pofliblea 
or  even  probable,  is  no  unreafonable  degree  of  refponfible  difcern- 
ment  to  require  of  miniilers.  They  were  foretold  by  prudent 
men ;  minifiers  were  fufficiently  advertifed,  and  in  time.  But 
they  would  obftinately  perfift  at  all  hazards.  We  were  in  polfef* 
fion  of  peace,  union,  and  profperity  with  our  colonies,  which 
jointly  with  our  domeftic  faculties,  had  carried  the  united  empire 
of  thefe  kingdoms  to  the  highefl  pinnacle  of  human  glory.  The 
united  fyftem  has  flood  for  many  years  upon  the  firmed  grounds, 
and  had  given  to  this  little  ifiand  the  afcendant  throughout  the 
world.  The  paths  of  profperity  and  deftru£lion  lay  open  to  our 
choice,  but  the  fatal  and  uncontroulable  influence  of  minifters 
has  driven  this  country  headlong  to  perdition. 

I  have  nothing  farther  to  fay  with  refpe£l:  to  this  firfl  feflion  of 
p&irliament,  in  which  the  foundation  of  this  war  wa  slaid,  but  that 
I  hope  I  have  explained  to  you,  that  neither  myfelf,  nor  any  of 
the  friends  with  whom  I  have  a6led,  were  acceffary  to  it,  and  that 
we  did  every  thing  in  our  power  to  forewarn  the  public  of  the 
confequences,  and  to  have  prevented  them  in  time.  The  jour- 
nals of  parliament  will  bear  us  witnefs  of  this,  by  all  the  negatives 
that  were  put  upon  every  motion  that  we  made.  And  I  run  no 
hazard  in  faying,  that  if  any  of  thefe  motions  had  been  taken  by 
parliament  as  a  foundation  for  treaty,  America  would  at  this  mo- 
ment have  been  our's.  They  were  all  founded  on  the  policy  ex- 
ifting  before  1763,  to  which  the  colonies  had  repeatedly,  in  the 
moft  explicit  terms,  declared  their  concurrence. 

I  now  come  to  the  next  ftate  of  the  proceedings  of  this  parlia- 
ment, which  was  open  and  profelfed  war.  War,  not  for  any  fpe- 
cific  terms  or  conditions  with  America,  but  for  general  and  un- 
conditional fubrailTion.  t. 

The  fecond  fefTion  of  this  parliament  began  on  the  26th  of 
Oftober  1775,  and  ended  on  the  23d  of  May  1776. 

A  more  avowed  fyftem  of  open  war  was  now  held  out  in  the 
adminiflration  of  meafures.  A  new  American  minifter  was  ap- 
pointed, and  every  thing  put  on  the  face  01  the  inoft  determined 
and  unrelenting  perfeverance.  With  refpe^l  to  this  new  fyflem, 
Lord  North's  conciliatory  propohtion  of  the  preceding  fefTion 

had 


had  a  capita!  blot,  as  It  betrayed  the  very  fundamentals  of  it.  The 
new  American  minifter  profefledly  undertook  his  office,  upon 
the  ground  of  holding  no  treaty  whatfoever  with  fubjeds  in  arms; 
whereas  Lord  North's  propofitions  did  certainly  profefs  the  very 
contrary,  and  his  conduft  had  upon  many  occafions  betrayed  fen-- 
timents  not  confonant  to  the  new  fyftem.  If  this  noble  Lord  did 
indeed  at  that  time  feel  any  fecret  mifgivings,  or  difpofition  to 
relent  in  this  fatal  bufinefs,  happy  had  it  been  for  this  country,  if 
he  had  taken  a  nianly  part,  and  had  ftood  boldly  out,  an  advocate 
for  the  peace  of  the  united  dominions ;  it  was  in  his  power  at  one 
time  to  have  done  this  fervice  to  his  country ;  that  time  is  now 
paft,  and  I  fear  is  never  to  be  regained.  ^'''  ""*  ^     •  " '    ' 

^  In  the  fummer  of  the  year  1775,  the  laft  petition  from  the 
American  Congrefs  to  the  King  was  brought  over  by  Governor 
Penn,  together  with  their  declarations  and  laft  addrefs  to  the  peo* 
pie  of  England.  Pofterity  will  hardly  believe  that  there  fliould 
be  found  a  minifter  fo  hardy,  as  by  one  fingle  felf-dlftated  aft,  to 
difmeraber  the  dominions  of  his  country  for  ever ;  by  giving  it 
as  his  advice,  that  no  anfwer  fhould  be  given  to  the  humble,  duti- 
ful, affeftionate,  and  conciliatory  propofitions  contained  in  that 
petition  from  the  American  Congrefs  to  the  Crown.  Who  that 
minifter  was,  who  gave  that  advice,  I  do  not  know ;  but  it  was 
that  aft,  and  the  fyftem  which  followed  it,  that  decided  the  Ame- 
ricans in  their  declaration  of  Independence.  Tlie  refufal  of  an 
anfwer  to  this  petition  was,  in  point  of  time,  before  the  acceflion 
of  the  new  American  Secretary ;  it  was  upon  the  eve  of  his  ac- 
ceftion  to  that  office.  I  hope  it  will  feme  day  be  an  objeft  of 
parliamentary  enquiry,  to  know  who  did  advlfe  his  Majcfty,  that 
no  anfwer  (hould  be  given.  What  had  the  Americans  to  look 
to  after  that,  but  to  feek  for  fhelter  In  their  own  ftrengih  and  in 
independence?  They  were,  by  that  fingle  aft,  cut  off  from  all 
poffible  communication  with  their  Sovereign  and  their  mother- 
country;  and,  leaft  this  ftiould  not  be  fufficient  to  effeft  their 
alienation,  the  firft  afts  of  this  fecond  feffion  were,  to  caft 
them  abfolutely  out  of  all  national  and  parliamentary  proteftlon ; 
to  fend  20,000  German  mercenaries  againft  them ;  to  incite  an 
infurreftion  of  negroes  upon  their  mafters ;  and  to  let  loofe  the 
Indian  favages  upon  the  innocent  and  unarmed  back-fettlers,  and 
'  '     ■'  ::      ■-  -.  upon 


C    25    ]       • 

upon  defencelefs  women  and  children.  The  whole  of  the  land- 
force  deftined  againft  America  for  the  year  1776,  was  not  lefs 
tlian  50,000  men.  What  refuge  was  there  ]eft  for  America  but 
in  independence  and  foreign  alliances  ?  They  had  petitioned  and 
addreffed  in  the  fummer  of  the  year  1775  ;  they  had  moft  ex- 
plicitly offered  to  return  to  the  ftate  of  1763;  they  had  difclaimed 
every  idea  of  independence;  and,  as  a  proof,  they  claim  fome 
merit  in  not  having  called  to  their  ajjijlance.  the  rivals  of  your 
grandeur.  In  return  for  which,  the  new  fyftem  of  adminiftra- 
tion  fends  an  army  againft  them  of  50,000  men.  This  could  not 
fail  to  drive  them  to  independence,  although  at  that  time  it  was 
certainly  a  premature  and  a  hazardous  ftep.  They  had  made  no 
preparation  for  it ;  they  were  unprovided  with  arms,  or  ammuni- 
tion, or  allies,  or  any  forces  by  land  or  fea ;  which  were  all  pledges 
to  this  country,  of  the  fmcerity  of  their  offers  in  the  year  1775, 
of  returning  to  their  antient  conflitutional  ftate  of  connexion  and 
dependence.  All  the  world  forefaw,  that  a  continuation  of  waf 
muft  fooner  or  later  drive  them  to  independence,  unlefs  they  had 
been  fubdued,  but  the  new  fyftem  brought  the  point  to  an  imme- 
diate ilTue ;  no  time  was  given  for  them  to  deliberate,  and  to  make 
preparations ;  but  while  they  were  waiting  for  an  anfwer  to  their 
petition,  and  to  their  propofitlons  for  peace  and  dependence,  an 
army  of  50,000  men  was  raifed  againft  them,  together  with  an 
hundred  (hips  of  force  to  block  up  all  their  ports.  All  thefe  in- 
exorable miniftcrs  of  vengeance  and  death  were  let  loofe  upon 
them,  where  they  were  thought  to  be  the  moft  vulnerable,  and  the 
leaft  prepared,  viz.  in  New-York,  Carolina,  and  by  the  way  of 
Canada.  The  Americans  were  taken  very  much  by  furprize,  and 
in  confequence  of  it,  without  any  farther  time  given  for  premedi- 
tation, they  were  driven  to  an  immediate  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, and  to  the  feeking  of  foreign  afTiftance  and  allies ;  as  the 
counterpart  to  the  proceedings  of  our  adminiftration  here,  who 
had  refufed  to  receive  their  petitions,  or  to  have  any  treaty  what- 
foever  with  them ;  and  who  had  at  the  fame  time  called  in  the 
afTiftance  of  20,000  foreign  mercenaries. 

When  the  Americans  heard  that  all  Germany  had  been  ran- 
facked  to  procure  foreign  mercenaries  againft  them,  they  immc' 
diately  applied  to  foreign  powers,  and  difpatchcd  Mr.  Deane  to 
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Paris.    With  refjjcft  therefore  to  the  queftions  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  America,  and  of  their  cnterii;g  into  foreign  alliances, 
the  matter  (lands  plainly  and  Ihortly  thus :   The  new  miniiler  of 
|]the  American  department,  at  the  opening  of  the  fecond  feflion  of 
this  parliament,  was  in  pofreiTion  of  the  moll  explicit  and  authen- 
tic offers  from  America,  for  entering  into  a  treaty  of  peace,  upon 
the  old  conftitutional  ground  between  the  two  countries ;  and  this 
not  only  from  the  Congrefs,  but  individually  from  the  alTerablies 
of  the  feveral  colonies.     I  fay  this  with  refpefl  to  the  aflemblies 
of  the  feveral  colonies,  becaufe  I  did  myfelf  in  the  Houfe  produce 
the  proofs,  from  the  Houfes  of  AlTembly  of  New-York,  New- 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  and  Virginia,  though  the  authentic  docu- 
ments were  fiipprefled  fiom  parliament.     With  thefc  grounds  of 
a  certain  conftilutional  reconciliation  and  rc-union  with  America 
in  his  hands,  the  new  American  Secretary  threw  them  all  afide, 
and  declared  inexorable  relentlefs  war,  calling  in  foreign  affiflance 
at  the  fame  time.     He  did  not  lay  a  fingle  iota  of  evidence  be- 
fore parUam'^nt,  refpeftingthe  tranfutlions  in  America  during  the 
fummer  of  the  year  1775,  which  was  the  period  of  the  lafl  peti- 
tion, nor  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  feveral  colonies,  or  of  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  nor  any  of  the  many  propofitions,  which  were  indeed 
univerfal  in  that  year,  for  a  return  to  the  old  r)llem.     Parliament 
therefore,  in  this  ilate  of  ignorance,  was  induced  to  concur  with 
every  fanguinary  meafure  propofcd.     By  th.e  aCi  called  the  Pro- 
hibitory *Aft,  which  was  one  of  the  firft  a6ls  of  this  fecond  felTion, 
they  cut  off  all  intercourfe  with  America,  they  caft  them  out  of  tlie 
national  proteclion,  they  gave  up  their  property  to  military  plun- 
der, and  adopted  the  meafure  of  employing  foreign  forces  to  fubdue 
them  to  unconditional  fubmiihon.   Thefe  caufes  operated  (as  they 
could  not  fail  to  do)  to  produce  the  declaration  of  independence, 
and  the  application  to  foreign  courts  for  affiHance,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  feit-dcrence.   It  was  a  cafe  of  compulfion  upon  America. 
They  had  no  choice  left,  but  felf-defence,  or  imconditional  fub- 
niinion.     Thus  the  miniflcr  of  this  fcflion  took  upon  himfelf,  by 
a  felf-diftatcd  rcfolutlon,   to  throw  away  a  certain  foundation  for 
a  conftituiional  peace  with  America,  and  without  condefcending 
to  communicate  to  parliament  any  one  document,  or  a  (ingle  fcrap 
ef  iiiformation  from  America,  (either  then  or  ever  hiice]  to  plunge 
*       ,  .  his 
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his  country  headlong  into  this  ruinous,  deftruftive,  and  fatal  Ww, 
We  had  now  pafled  the  Rubicon  indeed,  and  had  cut  off  from  the 
Americans  all  retreat  but  by  the  road  of  refiftance  in  arms,  as  an 
out-lawed  people,  driven  to  the  neceflity  of  hazarding  the  efta- 
bliftiment  of  a  fudden  and  premature  Independence  for  tbcm- 
felves,  and  thus,  in  their  infant  ftate,  compelled  to  take  refuge  in 
foreign  courts  for  their  proteftion. 

Having  ftated  to  you  the  temper  and  fyflem  of  thofe  violent 
and  unrelenting  meafures,  which,  refufing  proffered  peace,  drove 
America  to  defpair,  by  every  vindiftive  and  fanguinary  aft ;  I 
will  give  you  fome  account  of  the  ftruggles  that  were  made  in 
this  fecond  llage  of  this  bufinefs,  by  the  friends  of  peace  and  re- 
conciliation, to  foften  animofitles,  to  re-unite  the  two  countries 
in  bonds  of  affeftion,  and  particularly  to  prevent  that  fatal  fepara- 
tion  and  difmemberment,  which  was  then  foretold  muft  drive  the 
American?,  by  inevitable  neceffity,  into  independence  and  foreign 
alliances.  The  prohibitory  aft,  as  it  was  called,  was  moft  particu- 
larly oppofed,  upon  the  confideration,  that  its  inevitable  tendency 
was  to  make  every  thing  d'fefperate,  and  to  drive  the  Americans 
into  independence.  I  fhall  quote  to  you  a  few  words  out  of  the 
proteft  of  the  Honfe  of  Lords,  upon  the  occafion  of  this  prohibi- 
tory aft,  (viz.  on  the  15th  of  Dec.  177,5)  ^^  ^^^^  y^^  that  it  was 
not  for  want  of  advice,  bnt  from  the  utmoft  degree  of  obftinacy, 
that  the  rninifter  would  perlifi  in  driving  America  to  defpaix-  and 
independence.  "  Dijfentient.  Becaufe  this  bill,  by  confidering  the 
"  colonies  in  America  as  a  foreign  nation,  and  declaring  war  on 
"  them  in  that  charafter,  has  a  dlreft  tendency  to  effeft  an  entire, 
"  and  we  fear  permanent  feparation,  between  the  two  capital  parts 
"  of  this  empire  :  We  are,  by  this  aft,  preparing  their  minds  for 
*'  that  independence  which  we  charge  them  with  effefting,  whilft 
"  we  drive  them  to  the  necoflTuy  of  it,  by  repeated  Injuries." 
Thus  much  to  fhew  you,  that  the  oppofers  of  the  fyllem  of  Ame- 
rican meafures  did  every  thing  in  their  power,  to  forewarn  their 
country  in  time  againfl  thefe  proceedings,  which  have  driven  the 
A.mericans  to  independence.  I  (hall  now  cite  a  few  words  from 
another  proteft,  upon  a  debate  relating  to  foreign  troops,  (viz.  on 
the  5th  of  March  1776)  "We  have  moreover  juft  reafon  to  ap- 
"  prehend,  that  when  the  colonies  come  to  underftand,  that  Great- 
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**  Britain  is  forming  alliances,  and  hiring  foreign  troops  for  theif 
"  deftruftion,  they  may  think  they  are  well  juftified,  by  the  ex* 
"  ample,  in  endeavouring  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  like  alTif- 
*•  tance ;  and  that  France,  Spain,  PrufTia,  or  other  powers  of  Eu- 
"  rope,  may  think  they  have  as  good  a  right,  as  HelTe,  Brunf^ 
"  wick,  and  Hanau,  to  interfere  in  our  domeftic  quarrels;  and  if 
"  the  flames  of  war,  from  thefe  proceedings,  (hould  be  kindled  in 
*'  Europe,  which  we  fear  is  too  probable,  wc  reflect  with  horror 
*'  upon  the  condition  of  this  country,  under  circumflanccs  in 
*'  which  ihe  may  be  called  upon,  to  refill  the  formidable  attack  of 
"  our  powerful  enemies,  which  may  require  the  exertion  of  our 
"  whole  force,  at  a  time  when  the  ftrcngth  and  flower  of  the  na- 
"  tion  are  employed  in  fruitlefs  expeditions  on  the  other  fide  the 
*•  world."     I  have  drawn  thefe  two  objc6ts  into  a  clofe  point  of 
view,  from  the  moft  authentic  records,  viz.  Protefls  in  parliament, 
to  (he\y  you,  that  there  were  not  wanting  prudent  and  difcerning 
men  in  parliament,  who  have  difcharged  their  duty  to  their  coun- 
try, having  ftood  guard,  and  refilled  ruinous  meafures,  to  the  ut- 
moll  of  their  power.    The  hoftile  independence  of  America,  iand 
their  being  driven  into  the  arms  of  the  houfe  of  fiourbon,  were 
the  great  evils  that  they  then  forefaw  and  feared ;  thefe  events 
are  unfortunately  come  upon  us ;  our  country  mufl  require  an  ac- 
count of  them  from  other  hands. 

The  fpecific  propofitions,  which  were  made  on  our  fide  in  par- 
liament for  peace,  were  fuch  as  could  not  fail  to  lay  the  fureft 
foundation  of  perpetual  re-union  with  tlie  colonies ;  becaufe  we 
knew  beforehand  of  their  confent,  from  the  terms  of  the  petition 
of  the  Congrefs  to  the  King,  and  of  their  addrefs  to  the  people  of 
England,  which  accompanied  that  petition.  In  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  moved,  on  the  loth  of  November 
V75^  "  That  the  petition  from  the  Continental  Congrefs  to  the 
"  King,  was  a  ground  for  the  conciliation  of  the  unhappy  diffe- 
^'  rences  at  prefent  fubfifling  between  Great-Britain  and  America." 
It  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  fuch  a  motion  as  this  (hould 
be  rejefted  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  when  the  original  petition  had 
been  fpurned  from  the  throne  with  difdain. 

in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Mr.  Burke  moved,  on  the  i6th  of 
November  ly^s*  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  com- 

'  ^'pofin^ 


[     29     ] . 

**  pofing  the  prefent  troubles,  and  for  quieting  the  minds  of  hts 
*•  Majefty's  fubjctls  in  America."  The  fubflancc  of  this  bill  was 
Hkewife  torenew  peace  with  America  upon  the  antient  confti*  "^ 
lional  ground,  giving  fatisfaftion  to  the  colonies  upon  the  artici*. 
of  taxation,  and  a  general  redrefs  of  their  grievances ;  confulting 
in  every  point  the  freedom  of  America,  the  dignity  of  Parlw- 
ment,  and  the  rights  of  Gre^t-Britain.       .,  ,„  '  ,;    > 
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The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Bill : 

"  Whereas,  by  the  blefling  of  Almighty  God,  and  the  induftry,  enter« 
"  prize,  and  courage  of  feveral  of  the  people  of  this  realm,  extenfive  and  va- 
«*  luable  territories  have  been  acquired  in  America  to  the  crown  of  Great- 
**  Britain,  which  are  now  inhabited  by  great  multitudes  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 
**  je6ls,  who  have  cultivated  and  improved  the  fame,  for  the  moftpart  at  their 
**  own  chargec,  to  the  great  increafe  of  the  commerce  and  naval  ftrength  of 
*•  this  kingdom?  and  have  alio,  of  their  own  free  gift,  made  provifion  for  the 
*'  fupport  of  the  civil  government  within  their  faid  plantations  j  have  main- 
**  tained  many  expenfive  wars  againit  the  Indian  nations,  and  have  at  fun- 
**  dry  times  granted  large  fums  of  money,  and  other  very  confiderable  aids, 
"  to  his  Majefty,  and  bis  royal  predecelTors,  to  fupport  them  againft  the  enc- 
*'  mies  of  this  kingdom,  notwithftanding  which,  the  inhabitants  of  the  fald 
**  colonies  have  been  made  liable  to  feveral  taxes  given  and  granted  in  parlia- 
**  ment,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue,  when  they  have  had  no  knights 
"  or  burgefles,  or  others  of  their  own  chufing,  to  reprcfent  them  in  parlia- 
'''  ment;  and  from  the  great  diftanceof  the  faid  colonies  from  this  land,  and 
*<  other  impediments,  are  not  able  conveniently  to  fend  reprefentatives  to 
*'  the  faid  parliament ;  whereby  the  faid  inhabitants  of  the  Britilh  Colonies 
*•  have  conceived  themfelvcs  to  be  much  aggrieved,  and  thereby  great  trou- 
"  bles  have  arifen  and  are  likely  to  continue,  if  a  fitting  remedy  be  not  pro- 
«*  vided  }  Wherefore,  we  pray  your  Majefty,  that  it  may  be  enabled  and  dc- 
*' dared,  and  it  is  hereby  enabled  and  declared,  by,  &c.  &c. 

**  That  no  aid,  fubfidy,  tax,  duly,  loan,  benevolence,  or  any  other  burthen 
*•  or  impofition  whatfoevcr,  fliall  be  granted,  laid,  aflefled,  levied,  or  collec- 
**  ted,  upon  the  inhabitants  of  any  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  by  the 
**  authority,  or  in  virtue  of  any  aft  of  parliament,  or  in  any  other  manner,  or 
«*  by  any  other  authority,  than  the  voluntary  grant  of  the  general  affembly, 
**  or  general  court  of  each  colony  or  plantation,  and  which  fhall  be  aftented 
**  to  by  his  Majefty's  Governor,  and  othcrwife  confirmed  according  to  the 
**  iifage  of  each  province  refpetlively,  any  law,  ftatute,  cuftom,  right,  prero- 
*'  gative,  or  any  other  matter  '.vhatfoeyer,  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 
*  •  Saving  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  his  right  of  referving  and 
*'  collefting  quit-rents,  and  other  his  antient  dues  and  revenues,  and  all 
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"  othe#  duties  and  taxes  by  this  z£i  not  repealed  ;  and  faving  and  referving^ 
**  to  all  proprietories  and  charter-companies,  their  antient  rights,  piivileges, 
"  and  pofleflions.  •  «ti'     •  '  ' 

.  "  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  a£l  (hall  extend,  or  be  conftrucd 
"  to  extend,  to  retrain  the  future  impofition  and  levy  of  duty  and  taxes  for 
"  the  regulation  cf  trade  and  commerce  in  all  the  dominions,  to  the  imperial 
**  crown  of  this  realm  belonging. 

«*  And  in  order  to  remove  all  doubt  and  uneafincfs  from  the  minds  of  his 
"  Majefty's  fubjeils  in  the  colonies,  it  is  hcrthy  further  enaflcd,  that  if  any 
**  aft  of  parliament  fhall  be  hereafter  made  for  the  purpofe  of  fuch  regulation 
"  of  trade,  the  produce  of  the  duties  thereby  laid  (hall  be  held  by  the  col- 
*•  leftors  or  receivers  of  his  Majefty's  culloms,  for  the  difpofal  of  the  general 
**  aflemblies,  as  if  the  fiime  had  been  levied  by  the  authority  of  the  levcral 
**  general  af.":?mblie8  in  the  faid  colonies. 

**  And  whereas,  during  thefe  troubles,  the  aflemblies,  or  inhabitants  of 
"  the  faid  colonies,  have  formed  a  general  meeting,  which  faid  mectin ;,  was 
**  not  authorized  by  law  to  make  any  order  or  refolution,  or  to  do  any  oiher 
•*  aft  of  force,  to  bind  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  :  And  whereas  it  may  be  nc- 
«•  cefl:\ry,  that  the  faid  colonies  (hould  have  authority  to  do  certain  afts  by 
**  common  confent,  wliich  fhould  include  the  whole  body  of  the  faid  colo- 
«*  nies,  Be  it  therefore  enuftcd,  that  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Maje- 
*'  l*y,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  to  give  authority  to  his  governors  in  Ame- 
•*  rica,  to  require  the  faid  aflemblies  to  fend  deputies  L'  1  general  meeting, 
"  with  full  powers  to  bind  their  feveral  provinces,  to  all  afts  done  by  a  ma- 
"  jority  of  voices  in  the  faid  general  meeting,  which  meeting,  and  the  pow- 
**  ers  thereof,  lliall  ceafe  and  determine  on  if  not  further 

**  continued  by  parliament. 

"  And  whcfeas,  in  confequcnce  of  the  late  troubles,  feveral  afts  of  parlia- 
;•  ment  have  been  made,  for  the  purpofe  of  coercing  and  rdiraining  the  colo- 
**  nies,  of  which  an  advantage  has  been  taken  to  reprefcnt  the  fame,  as  if  a 
**  defign  had  been  formed  to  deprive  the  people  of  the  faid  colonies,  of  feveral 
"  rights,  benefits,  and  advantages  of  nature,  and  of  the  Britifli  conftitution, 
*•  which  hath  gi*eatly  increafed  the  dilcontcnts  of  the  colonics,  and  fonienttd 
"  the  troubles  in  America  ;  in  order  therefore,  to  quiet  the  minds  of  his  Ma- 
"  jelly's  fubjefts  in  America,  and  to  reclaim  the  difobedient  by  that  lenity, 
••  which  ought  to  have  the  ftrongeft  operation  on  the  minds  of  free  fubjefts, 
"  Be  it  enaftcd.  Sec.  [Here  follow  the  titles  of  four  afts  of  parliament  as 
propofed  to  be  repealed,  commonly  called  the  Tea  Aft,  the  Botton  Port  Aft, 
the  Aft  for  regulating  trials  of  pcrfons  quellioned  in  the  execution  of  the 
law  in  cafe  of  riots,  &c.  and  the  Maflachuietts  Charter  Aft,]  be  hereby  fe- 
**  verallv  and  relbcftivelv  renealcd." 

[The  remaining  claufes  of  this  Conciliatory  Bill  are,  to  declare  a  general 
pardon,  indemnity,  and  oblivion,  «« provided  that  all  arms,  not  taken  up  by 
*«  his  Ma]v.liy's  auihority,  Ihall  be  laid  down."] 
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1  did  llkcwifc  myfelf,  on  the  7th  of  December,  j  ■'5,  in  th* 
number  of  the  moft  earneft  wcll-wifhers  for  peace,  make  a  mo- 
tion for  the  cefTation  of  hoftilities  in  America,  which  was  fcr 
conded  by  Sir  George  Savile ;  I  took  my  ground  from  a  recital 
of  feveral  of  the  paflages  in  the  petition  of  the  Congrefs  to  the 
King,  profcffing  their  duty,  afTcBion,  and  attachment  to  their  So- 
vereign and  to  their  mother-country ;  to  reprefent  to  his  Majelly, 
*•  That  however  well-difpofed  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  America 
"  may  be,  according  to  their  mod  earneft  prufcffions,  to  return  to 
*♦  their  former  obedience  and  conftitutional  dependence,  yet,  that 
**  the  horrors  of  war  and  bloodfhed,  raging  in  their  country,  muft 
*•  drive  them  to  deftruftlon  and  defpair ;  and  farther  to  beg  leave 
*•  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty's  parental  confideration,  that  a  re- 
•'  turn  to  their  duty,  of  their  own  free  mind  and  voluniar)'  compli- 
•*  ance,  would  enfure  a  more  cordial  and  permanent  reconcilia- 
"  tion,  than  any  reluftant  fubmiflion,  which  through  much  blood- 
*•  Ihed  of  his  Majefty's  fubjecls,  could  be  enforced  by  the  fword ; 
"  Therefore,  moft  humbly  to  befeech  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be 
*•  gracioufly  pleafed,  to  give  orders  for  putting  a  ftop  to  the  fur- 
*•  ther  profecution  of  hoftilities  in  America,  thereby  to  prevent 
*•  the  further  deftru6tion  of  the  lives  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefts,  and 
"  to  afford  the  wi(hed-for  opportunity  to  his  Colonifts,  of  evincing 
**  the  fincerlty  of  their  profefTionss  by  every  teftimony  of  devo- 
**  tion,  becoming  the  moft  dutiful  fubje6ls  and  the  moft  afFe6lion- 
**  ate  colonifts." 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  moved,  on  the 
5tli  of  March  1776,  "That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefentedto  his 
"  Majefty,  praying  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  coun- 
'•  termand  the  march  of  the  troops  of  HefTc,  Hanau,  and  Brunf- 
"  wick,  and  likewife  give  direftions  for  an  immediate  fufpenfion 
"  of  hoftilities  in  America,  in  order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a 
"  happy  and  permanent  reconciliation  between  the  contending 
"  parts  of  this  diftra£led  empire." 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  moved,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1776, 
"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  bcfeech- 
"  ing  him,  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  farther  cfTufion  of  blood, 
"  and  to  manifeft  hov/  defirous  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  his 
"  parliament  are,  to  reftore  peace  to  all  parts  of  the  dominions  of 
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•*  his  Majcfty's  crown,  and  how  carncftly  they  wifli  to  rcdrcfs  any 
••  real  grievances  of  his  Majefly's  fuhjefts,  his  Majefty  would  be 
■•*  gracioufly  pleafcd  to  ifTue  a  proclamation,  declaring,  That  if  the 
••  Colonics,  within  a  rcafonable  time  before  or  after  the  arrival  of 
"  the  troops  dcflincd  for  America,  fliall  prcfeni  a  petition  to  the- 
**■  commander  in  chief,  or  to  the  commilTioncrs  to  be  appointed 
•'  under  the  aft  for  preventing  all  trade  and  intercoiirfe  with  the 
**  fevcral  Colonies ;  fctting  forth  in  fuch  petition,  which  is  to  be 
•'  tranfmitted  to  his  Majefly,  what  they  confider  to  be  their  jull 
"  rights,  and  real  grievances ;  that  in  fuch  cafe,  his  Majefly  will 
*•  confent  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  and  that  his  Majefty  has  autho- 
*'  rity  from  his  Parliament  to  afl'urc  them,  that  fuch  their  pciilioa 
•*  fhall  be  received,  confidercd,  and  anfuered." 

Lord  Camden  prefcntcd  a  petition  from  the  cit)"  of  London  to 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  "  In  the  moll  refpcflful  manner  to  apply  to 
**  this  Right  Honourable  Houfe,  that  it  will  be  pleafcd  to  adopt 
**  fuch  meafures  for  the  healing  of  the  prefent  unhappy  difputes 
between  the  Mother-Country  and  the  Colonies,  as  may  be  fpce- 
dy,  permanent,  and  honourable."  A  fimilar  petition  was  pre- 
fented,  by  the  fame  important  and  refpeftable  body,  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  but  no  farther  notice  was  taken  of  either. 

Having  mentioned  the  petitions  of  the  city  of  London  to  par- 
lament,  I  will  give  you  the  prayer  of  another  petition  from  them 
to  the  King,  upon  the  fame  fubjcft,  in  March  1776,  jull  at  the 
time  when  thofcformiddble  preparations  of  inexorable  war,  which 
have  fatally  dilfolvcd  the  union  between  the  two  countries  for 

« 

ever,  were  upon  the  point  of  being  put  into  aftion  againft  our 
then  fcUow-fubjefts  :  '*  We  humbly  and  carnedly  bcfeech  your 
*'  Majefty,  that  the  moft  folemn,  clear,  dllUntl,  and  unambiguous 
**  fpecification,  of  thofe  juft  and  honourable  terms,  which  your 
*'  Majefty,  with  both  Houfes  of  parliament,  mean  to  grant  to  the 
'*  Colonies,  may  precede  the  dreadful  operations  of  your  arma- 
"  ments.  Every  colour  and  fufpicion  of  jnjiiftice  and  oppreftion 
"  will  then  be  removed,  from  the  proceec^jngs  ot  the  niother-coun- 
"  try,  and  if  thofe  juft  and  honourable  terms  are  not  fubinitted 
**  to,  your  Majefty  v.'ill  undoubtedly  be  able  to  meet,  what  will 
**  then  be  Rebellion,  with  the  zealous  hearts  and  hands  of  a  de- 
••  termined,  loyal,    and  united  people."     I  think  if  any  one  faft 

can 
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tan  more  unequivocally  brlnp;  to  tcft,  the  vi"'llflivc,  rclentlcfi, 
anil  inexorable  fpirit,  which  di^iatt'd  the  fanguinary  nieafureii  uf 
adininidratirxi  .igaind  Aniciica,  it  is  the  non-compliance  with  a 
propofnion  fo  equitable  as  this  was.  The  reliifal  was  the  cleared 
declaration  Tor  unconditipnal  riibmiflion  or  no  peace.  It  is  that 
vindictive  (pit  it  which  condcnnis  without  trial,  confifcatcs  their 
public  chattels  and  private  property  unheard,  reje6ls  their  peti- 
tions and  rcmorjflrances,  contemns  their  offers  of  peace  and 
conllitutional  dependence,  fends  an  army  ol  ^0,000  men  to  cut 
their  throats,  with  negroes  and  favages  to  affaffinate  and  murder 
,  them  :  It  is  that  vindi6live  fpirit,  which,  devoid  of  every  hitman 
feeling  due  to  the  fellow-creatures  as  well  as  to  fubjefts,  will  not 
even  deign  to  tell  them,  what  fubmilfion  it  is  that  is  required  of 
them. 

I  have  mentioned  to  yon  the  aft  called  the  Prohibitory  A61, 
which  was  one  of  the  fiifl  afts  paffed  in  this  fecond  feffion. 
Every  claufe  in  this  aft,  except  one,  is  fratight  with  vengeance 
and  deftru6tion  to  people  of  the  colonies,  and  to  their  pro- 
perty. They  were  cut  off  from  all  intercourfe  with  their  mo- 
ther-country, they  were  totally  cafl  out  from  its  proteBioii,  and 
their  property  given  up  to  military  plunder.  All  this  was  obvi- 
oufly  calculated  to  inflame  their  tninds,  ai:d  to  make  them  defpc- 
rate.  But  there  was  out  claufe  at  the  end  of  this  aft,  enabling  the 
King  to  appoint  commiffioners.  The  very  name  of  comminion- 
crs  pretends  at  leafl  to  imply  fome  purpofe  of  treating  for  the 
redrefs  of  grievances,  and  for  peace ;  but  it  was  nothing  lefs,  it 
was  merely  a  fallacious  pretext,  for  it  only  gave  a  power  to  the 
commiflioners  to  grant  pardons  upon  unconditional  fubmiffion, 
without  any  offer  of  redrefs  of  grievances.  A  propofed  grant  of 
pardon  implies  fome  crime.  What  crimes  then  had  the  Ameri- 
cans been  guilty  of?  They  had  been  condemned  unheard,  all 
their  civil  rights  had  been  fubvcrtcd,  their  judges  had  been  pen- 
fioned  during  pleafiire,  their  juries  had  been  garbled,  the  free  de- 
bates of  their  affemblies  had  been  controuled,  their  charters  had 
been  confifcated,  and  their  property  had  been  taken  by  violence 
from  them.  They  had  prcfumed  to  reprefent  thefe  grievances, 
and  to  crave  redrefs  of  them,  by  petitions,  addreffes,  memorials, 
and  remonftrances,  to  the  three  branches  of  the  legiflature.  When 
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all  their  petitions  were  rejefted  unheard,  and  they  were  attacked 
by  force  of  arms,  they  did  Hkewife  prefume,  according  to  the  firft 
law  of  nature,  to  refill  in  their  own  defence.     The  prohibitory 
sSi  offers  no  remedy  to  all  the  fufferings  of  America ;  it  only  of- 
fers a  grant  of  pardon  upon  unconditional  fubmiflion  ;  and  with- 
out any  the  lead  afTarance,  or  even  prefumption,  that  the  grie- 
vances, of  which  they  had  complained,  (hould  not  be  repeated 
and  aggravated.     1  fhould  not  have  called  the  appointment  of 
commiffioners  upon  this  occafion  a  mere  pretext,  if  the  a6l  had 
enabled  them  tb  offer  redrefs  of  grievances  ;  but  their  hands  were 
cxprefsly  tied,  from  every  thing  but  granting  pardon  upon  uncon- 
ditional fubmiflion.     The  conftru6lion  therefore  of  this   claufe 
decides  upon  itfelf  as  being  a  mere  pretext.     But  even  granting 
for  a  moment  that  it  were  not  a  pretext,  and  allowing  to  the  mini- 
ftry  all  the  pretenfions  of  peace  which  they  would  claim  from  this 
claufe;  the  confideration  which  puts  their  fincerity  out  of  difpute 
is,  that,  although  the  afcl:  paffed  the  two  Houfes,  and  received  the 
royal  affent  before  Chriftmas  1775,  yet  the  commiffion  was  not 
fealed  till  May  1776.     The  departure  of  the  commiffioners  was 
delayed  for  five  months,  with  every  aft  of  mercilefs  vengeance 
intervening,  on  the  part  of  thofe  minifters  who  pretended  to  feek 
for  peace.     Immenfe  armaments  at  land  and  fea  were  fent  againft 
the  Americans,  with  26,000  foreign  mercenaries,  which  could 
not  fail  to  drive  them  to  defpair,  and,  in  their  own  defence,  to  in- 
dependence and  foreign  alliances.    If  the  commiffioners  had  been 
appointed,  and  had  been  ready  to  fail  five  months  fooner,  although 
the  terms  of  their  commiffion  under  this  aft  might  not  have  been 
fufficient  finally  to  fettle  peace,  yet  the  very  offer  of  any  thing 
pretending  to  treaty,   might  have  brought  forward  fome  negocia- 
tion  which  might  have  led  to  peace.    What  can  that  miniller 
fay  to  his  country,  who  was  intrufled  by  parliament,  with  a  com- 
miffion under  this  aft,  containing  every  power  which  he  had  ap- 
plied for,  as  neceffary  to  reftorethe  peace" of  the  empire;  for  ha- 
ving delayed  and  fuppreffed,  for  five  months,  every  ftep  and  pro- 
ceeding under  that  commiffion  ?    I  call  this  the  higheft  breach 
of  truft  to  his  country.    If  that  commiffion  had  been  fealed  and 
fent  out  with  all  due  and  convenient  fpeed,  inftead  of  having  been 
been  delayed  for  five  months,  it  muff  have  arrived  in  America  fome 
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moHths  before  their  declaration  of  independence,  and  their  nego- 
tiation with  foreign  powers,  in  which  pafe  an  offer  of  treaty  might 
have  been  of  Come  avail.  But  War  with  America,  and  not  Peace, 
has  been  at  the  bottom  of  every  meafure  from  the  firft  to  the  laft. 

Jf  the  proceedings  of  the  rainijlter  had  been  malked  with  any 
ambiguous  moderation,  fuch  decifive  and  defperate  events,  as  in- 
dependence and  foreign  alliances,  would  at  lead  have  given  fome 
gradual  notice  of  their  approach  ;  every  rub  and  delay  would 
have  been  fo  much  in  favour  of  reconciliation.  There  are  at  leaft 
ihades  and  gradations  between  humble  petitions,  and  aii  hoftile 
declaration  of  irrevocable  independence,  with  foreign  alliances. 
The  colonies  had  been  for  ages  bound  to  this  country,  by  every 
tie  of  common  intereft,  and  by  all  the  natural  habits  of  afre£lion ; 
they  were,  at  this  very  period,  waiting  with  anxiety  for  the  event 
of  their  laft  petition,  and  for  a  parental  affurance  of  prote£lion, 
in  return  for  their  proffered  allegiance ;  they  were  unprepared  ei- 
ther with  men,  arms,  ammunition,  or  allies,  for  fuch  a  defperate 
ftep,  as  a  final  revolt  and  declaration  of  independence.  They 
muft  have  entertained,  at  that  time,  great  doubts  of  their  fucceft, 
in  an  undertaking  premature  and  unconcerted,  but  defperate  in 
its  confequences.  But  they  were  driven,  by  every  accumulated 
aft  of  terror  and  deftruBion,  to  madnefs  and  defpair.  They  were 
compelled  to  take  their  inftant  choice,  of  unconditional  fubjec- 
tion,  or  independence.  Nothing  elfe  was  left  to  them.  An  head- 
ftrong  miniller  had  rcfolved,  fword  in  hand,  to  pafs  the  Rubicon, 
^nd  to  throw  away  the  fcabbard. 

I  am  now  come  to  the  third  feffioa  of  this  parliament,  whicl| 
commenced  0£l.  31,  1776,  and  ended  June  6,  1777. 

All  poffibillty  of  reconciliation  having  been  made  defperate,  by 
the  meafures  of  the  adminiftration  in  the  preceding  year ;  and,  iij 
its  place,  an  unconditional  rcduftion  of  America  having  been  de- 
termined upon,  and  undertaken  by  force  of  arms;  the  King's 
fpeech  at  the  opening  of  this  third  feffion  told  us,  that  we  rnu/i 
at  ail  events  prepare   for  another '  campaign.     The  minifterial 
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one  fide,  h?id  produced  the  declaration  of  independence  on 
the  other ;  and  the  fword  alone  could  decide  the  conteft.  The 
friends  of  peace  and  re-union,  who  had  forewarned  their  coun- 
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try  of  this  fatal  alternative,  faw  with  regret  their  melancholy 
forebodings  realized  in  thefe  events.  They  had  been  unwearied 
in  their  endeavours,  to  prevent  things  from  coming  to  this  defpe- 
rate  ftate;  but  in  vain.  Yet  even  in  this  ftate,  if  the  fainteft  ray 
of  hope  did  but  dawn  upon  them,  they  were  ever  upon  the  watch, 
not  to  let  flip  even  the  moft  diftant  poflibility  of  bringing  the  par- 
ties to  an  accommodation.  I  have  told  you,  that  the  new  Ame-- 
rican  minifter  had  never  communicated  any  fingle  document  of 
information  to  parliament.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  nation 
were  left  to  the  chance  of  picking  up  information,  when  the  fate 
of  the  empire  was  at  ftake,  from  news-papers  or  vulgar  reports. 
A  very  important  proclamation,  figned  by  Lord  Howe  and  Gene- 
ral Howe,  had  been  publifhed  in  America  on  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember 1776,  declaring  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,  that  he  was 
zvilling  to  concur  in  the  revifal  of  all  his  aBs^  by  which  hisfubjeBs 
in  America  might  think  thtmftlves  aggrieved.  This  propofition 
firft  made  its  appearance  in  England  in  a  common  daily  news- 
paper, having  been  copied  from  fome  American  prints.  Lord 
John  Cavendifli,  into  whofe  hands  one  of  thefe  news-papers  had 
fallen,  being  ever  watchful  for  the  peace  and  profperity  of  his 
country,  feized  the  occafion  without  delay ;  and  moved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  (on  the  6th  of  November  1776)  conformably 
to  the  terms  of  the  proclamation,  "  That  this  Houfe  will  refolve 
"  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to  confider  of  the  revifal  of  the  a£ls  of 
**  parliament  by  which  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  America  think 
"  themfelves  aggrieved."  A  minillerial  negative  was  put  upon 
this  motion,  by  a  large  majority.  I  call  it  a  minillerial  negative, 
becaufe  the  minifters  themfelves,  who  advifed  the  proclamation 
in  America,  fpoke  in  this  debate  againft  the  motion  of  Lord  John 
Cavendifh,  for  complying  with  the  terms  promifed  to  America 
in  that  very  proclamation. 

It  is  worth  while  to  dwell  a  little  upon  this  tranfaftion  In  its  fe- 
vcral  parts,  and  to  confider  the  elFefl  which  it  mufl:  naturally 
have  upon  the  minds  of  the  Americans;  becaufe  thqir  convltlion 
of  the  duplicity  and  infinrerity  of  adminiuration,  has  had  greater 


cffe61  in  deciding  the  alienation  of  America,  than  all  other  mea- 

fures  put   together.     A  motion  had  been  made  by  the  Duke  o 
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Grafton  in  tne  Houfe  of  Lords,  (on  the  14th  of  March  1776)  (o 
addrefs  the  King,  *'  That  he  would  be  gracloufly  pleafed  to  ilFue 
"  a  proclamation  in  America,  promifing,  that  if  the  Americans 
*'  would,  by  petition  to  the  commander  in  chief,  (ro  be  tranfmit- 
*•  ted  to  his  Majefty)  ftate  what  they  confider  to  be  their  juft 
"  rights,  and  real  grievances,  that  his  Majefty  hatn  authority  from 
"  his  parliament,  to  aflure  them,  that  fuch  their  petition  (hall  be 
"  received,  confidered,  and  anfwered."  A  negative  was  however 
put  upon  this  motion.  But  upon  the  19th  of  September  of  the 
fame  year,  (1776)  a  proclamation  was  iflucd  in  America,  promi- 
fing the  very  thing  which  had  been  negatived  in  parliament. 
What  is  an  American  to  think  of  this  ?  Wotild  he  not  fay  to 
his  countrymen,  Truft  not ;  here  is  treachery  !  This  proclamation 
can  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  but  as  infidious,  and  calculated 
to  amufe  us  into  fallacious  expeftations ;  had  the  miuilhy  been 
fincere  in  the  intentions  declared  in  this  proclamation,  they 
would  not  have  put  a  negative  upon  this  very  propofition  when 
offered  in  parliament.  To  confirm  thefe  fufpicions,  and  to  put 
their  duplicity  and  infinccrity  out  of  doubt,  tne  miiiiftry  again 
refufe,  when  brought  to  the  teft,  to  adhere  to  the  promifes  of 
their  own  proclamation.  It  is  to  this  combined  fyftem  of  relent- 
iefs  violence,  and  vinJiftive  duplicity,  that  the  difmemberment 
and  independence  of  America  are  owing.  In  vain  did  the  friends 
of  peace  deprecate  the  fury  of  an  headilrong  miniftry ;  in  vain 
did  they  propofe  any  terms  of  conciliation ;  they  drove  to  the  laft, 
but  they  were  cruflied  in  every  attempt.  The  declaration  of  in- 
dependence had  already  taken  place ;  but  if  there  was  any  mea- 
fure  above  all  others,  which  could  have  been  devifed,  to  add 
rage  to  defpair,  and  to  make  the  acl  of  independence  iiievoca- 
ble,  it  was  a  rcfufal  of  this  motion  ;  it  was  a  convifted  a^?t  of  mi- 
nilterial  duplicity ;  it  put  an  end  to  all  cuufidence,  and  left  no 
arbitration  but  the  fword. 

The  King  had  told  us  at  the  opening  of  this  third  feflion,  that 

we  muji  at  all  events  prepaie  for  another  campaign;  parliament 
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pofe  by  fea  and  land,  with  an  enormous  bill  of  expences  attend- 
ing them.  Many  millions  have  already  been  inciured  and  paid, 
^nd  many  more  are  at  this  moment  outftanding  and  unpaid,  which 
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yont  win  hear  of  an(}  feel  but  too  fpop.  Having  myfelf  been  for 
fome  years  converfant  in  matters  oi  fupplies  and  gjr^nts,  I  have 
yiever  failed,  in  each  felTion,  to  give  as  accurate  an  eilimate  in 
that  branch,  as  I  could  draw  out.  Thofe  eftimates  have  never 
proved  fallacious.  I  only  mention  this,  in  a  tranfient  manner, 
upon  the  fubjeft,  that  my  conflituents  may  know,  that  I  have  not 
been  inattentive  or  filent  upon  that  important  article. 

With  refpefl  to  the  American  independence,  thofe  who  ha4 
9  foreboding  that  the  force  of  this  country  would  be  baffled  in 
America,  when  put  to  the  trial,  might  very  confiftently,  for  the 
honour  of  their  country,  have  been  difpofed  to  give  way  upon  tha^ 
head,  as  forefeeing  that  if  it  were  not  done  with  good  will,  neceflity 
would  at  lad  compel  us  to  conipliance.  This  I  confefs  to  you  fronj 
the  very  firfi  was  my  firm  convi6lion.  Therefore,  to  refcue  the 
honour  of  my  country  from  being  brought  to  difgrace,  by  the  at- 
tempt of  impolFibilities,  I  did  at  this  period,  (viz.  in  May  1777) 
yenture  to  give  it  as  my  advice,  in  point  of  opinion,  to  make  a 
gift  of  independence  to  America,  while  you  might  fay  that  ypii 
had  any  thing  in  your  power  to  give.  I  would  not  prefume  to 
prefs  a  point  of  fuch  magnitude  and  importance,  upon  my  fingle 
opinion,  to  a  public  queftion  in  parliament,  aye  or  no ;  but  1  drev^ 
up  the  arguments,  upon  which  in  point  of  opinion  I  would  have 
advifed  the  meafure,  in  the  (hape  of  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  and 
read  it  in  my  place  in  parliament.  I  have  never  been  the  pro- 
pofer  0/  the  abetter  of  innovations ;  all  that  I  have  wilhed  has  been, 
tliat  wc  might  ftill  go  on  in  peace  and  profperity,  according  to 
the  antient  and  conflitutional  fyftem  of  connexion  between  the 
two  countries.  I  leave  to  others,  by  felf-diftated  opinions,  to 
fhake  ellablifhed  fundamentals,  and  to  plunge  their  country  into 
all  the  confequences  of  the  difmemberment  of  our  American  co-^ 
lonies,  terminating  in  their  hoftile  independence.  The  princi- 
ples of  a  federal  alliance,  in  which  the  dignity  and  interefts  of 
this  country  might  both  have  been  preferved,  appeared  to  me  to 
be  the  only  fafe  plan.  The  foUowing  is  a  copy  of  the  propofed 
addrefs : 

"  To  the  King :  Your  faithilil  Commons  have  taken  into  their 
*'  mofl  ferious  confideration,  the  very  alarming  ftate  of  this  nation, 
**  fiom  the  prcfent  unhappy  difputes  with  tlie  American  colonies, 
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arrdf  arc  moft  heartily  defirous,  accordihg  to  the  example  of 
their  ancellors,  to  encourage,  fupport,  and  maintain,  the  true 
principles  of  liberty,  and  through  them  to  eftablifli  peace  and 
profperity  throughout  every  part  ol  your  Majefty's  dominions. 
We  cannot  but  exprefs  our  fears,  that  in  the  prefent  unhaj^y 
difputes,  your  Majefty  has  been  much  mifrnformed,  as  to  the 
true  Hate  of  America,  by  ignorant,  and,  perhaps,  ill-intentioned 
informers,  who  have  rcprefented  to  your  Majefty,  that  the  dif- 
turbances  there  were  excited  by  a  few  individuals  only,  but  that 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  continent  of  America  was  totally  averfc 
to  the  T,  and  ready  to  fubmit,  if  but  a  few  troops,  with  fomc  de- 
gree of  countenance  from  this  country,  were  to  be  ftnt  over. 
Your  faithful  Commons  therefore  finding,  from  the  fubfequent 
events,  fuch  informations  to  have  been  groundlefs  and  delufive, 
are  led  to  fufpe6l,  that  tlie  caufes  likewife  of  the  difturbances 
may  have  more  ferious  and  deep  foundations  than  have  be^en 
rcprefented.  They  are,  moreover,  led  upon  this  occafion  to 
confider,  that  all  good  government  is  eftabliflied  for  the  fafety 
and  content  of  the  people,  as  exprefled  by  the  general  voice, 
and  common  confent,  of  the  members  of  any  community ;  and 
that,  whatever  fuperintending  power  or  controul  a  parent  Hate 
may  be  intitled  to,  in  the  infancy  of  any  colony,  as  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  any  fuch  colony  in  its  infancy ;  yet  that  the  ul- 
timate end  of  ail  colonization  is,  and  ought  to  be,  to  eftablilh 
kindred  and  derivative  communities  into  perfe6l  focieties,  in 
the  fullnefs  of  population,  fettlement,  profperity,  and  power. 
Thef<i  principles  are  not  only  founded  in  the  nature  of  man- 
kind, but  are  peculiarly  applicable  to  our  own  colonlfts,  who 
carried  out  with  them,  into  their  foreign  fettlements,  the  feeds 
of  the  Britifli  conflitution,  which  we  flatter  ourfelves  to  be  the 
happiefl:  and  moft  free  in  the  world.  Tliefe  colonies,  under 
the  aufpicious  and  friendly  eye  of  the  parent-Hate,  have  at 
length  out-grown  the  imbecilities  of  their  infant  ftate,  and  ap- 
proach to  the  maturity  of  fettlement  and  population,  and  all  the 
arts  of  life,  and  thereby  are  become  capable  of  that  glorious  in- 
heritance of  perfeft  freedom,  which  their  parent-ftate  has  in 
former  times  refcued  out  of  the  hands  of  tyrants,  with  a  view  to 
a0ert  it  for  the  common  good  and  ufe  of  mankind,  and  parti- 
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*  culaily  to  tranfrnlt  It  entire  to  their  own  defccnHants.  As  n* 
"  countrv  can  arrive  at  its  full  pertetHon,  whiJc  it  is  confined  in 
•*  its  powers  of  a  free  legillation ;  and  as  the  tranfiiion  of  colonies 
**  from  the  controul  of  a  dilfant  parent-ftate,  to  the  abfolute  pof- 
"  feflion  in  full  right  of  all  their  legiflative  powers,  mud  inevi- 
•*■  tably  (at  a  certain  period  of  conne^Uun  between  the  parcnt-flate 
•*  and  its  colonies]  diflurb,  or  at  leafl  for  a  time  fufpend,  the  har- 
**  mony  of  affctVion  and  mutual  correfpondcnce  of  interefts;  and 
•'  asthecourfe  of  the  prefcnt  difpules  belwecn  Great-Britain  and 
"  her  Colonies,  has  led  to  that  dangerous  point  of  contention, 
•*  which  being  originally  inherent  in  the  relation  of  parent-ftate 
*'  and  colony,  now  Ihews  itfelf  fo  ferious  in  its  afpefl,  as  perhaps 
"  to  threaten,  if  not  amicably  adjulled,  the  ruin  of  one  or  both 
"countries:  Your  Commons,  therefore,  think  it  wife  and  pru- 
•*  dent,  to  follow  the  apparently  natural  and  unavoidable  courfe 
•*  of  things,  and  to  beftow  lipon  the  Colonies  an  entire  freedom  of 
•*  their  legiflative  powers,  hoping  thereby  to  lay  a  foundation  for 
•*  a  perpetual  and  indilToluble  bond  of  affeftion  and  alliance,  in 
"  every  refpeft  as  beneficial  to  both  countries,  as  the  connexion 
*'  which  has  hitherto  fubfilled  between  them,  in  the  mutual  rela- 
•*  tion  of  parent-ftate  and  colony;  and  with  this  additional  hope 
"  of  permanence,  that  according  to  all  human  prudence,  fuch  con- 
**  neflions,  in  which  there  is  no  latent  principle  of  future  difcord, 
may  be  trufted  and  relied  u})on,  for  the  cordial  reftoration  of 
peace,  and  for  all  the  blefhngs  of  reconciliation  between  this 
•*  country  and  the  ofTNpring  of  its  own  liberty,  formed  in  the  per- 
♦'  feft  refemblance  of  its  own  conftitution,  and  tranfplanted  into 
*•  the  new  world  of  America.  Your  faithful  Commons,  there- 
*•  fore,  humbly  befeech  your  Majefly,  to  order  an  Immediate  fuf- 
'*  penfion  of  hoftilities  in  America,  for  the  fake  of  preventing 
"  any  farther  effufion  of  blood,  and  to  concur  with  your  parlia- 
"  ment,  upon  the  ground- work  of  the  foregoing  principles  and 
"  confiderations,  in  la)  ing  the  foundation  for  reconcilement  and 
**  perpetual  peace  between  this  country  and  America." 

The  unfortunate  events  which  have  happened  fince  I  firft  fug- 
gefted  the  foregoing  propofitlon,  which  was  In  May  i-j-j j^  make 
me  regret  that  fomething  of  this  kind  was  not  then  accepted.  I 
think  that  thofe  perfons  confult  the  beft  for  the  honour  of  their 
country,  who,  in  an  inevitable  cafe,  forefee  it  in  time,  and  accom- 
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jnodate  tliemfelves  to  it  with  the  bell  grace ;  and  who  do  not 
hang  back  with  an  ungenerous  and  relu6lant  delay,  until  they  are 
compelled  by  defeat  and  with  difgrace  to  comply.  I  have  long 
Ibrefeen  this  to  be  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to  the  independence  of 
America.  I  call  it  an  inevitable  cafe,  becaufe  it  is  generally  con- 
fidered  as  an  event  which  would  be  detrimental  and  difhonour- 
able  to  this  country.  My  own  opinion  is  far  otherwife.  I  think 
the  friendfhip  of  America,  which  is  now  the  rifing  the  world,  and 
which  will  in  a  few  ye^irs  be  multiplied  an  hundred  fold,  would 
be  an  infinite  recompence,  in  exchange  for  an  irkforae  dominion, 
onerous  to  them,  and  barren  to  us ;  and  as  for  the  difhonour,  1 
fear  that  we  are  runnin^j  headlong  to  create  it  for  ourfelves,  by 
our  haughty  and  fupercilious  condu£l,  which  will  only  bring  upon 
us  defeat  and  difgrace.  If,  inftead  of  a  fufpicious  and  felfifh  fyf- 
tem  of  adminiftration  towards  our  colonies,  we  had  from  the  firfl 
taken  them  by  the  hand,  to  lead  them  with  parental  affeftion  to 
national  greatnefs  and  independence  at  the  time  of  their  maturity; 
we  fhould  have  fixed  the  hear*  of  America  to  ourfelves  for  ever* 
What  have  we  now  before  us,  but  the  profpe£l  of  defeat  in  our 
attempt  to  fix  an  irkfome  dominion  perpetually  upon  them; 
with  the  lofs  of  their  affeftions,  and  of  all  thofe  peculiar  advan- 
tages, which  this  country  alone,  of  all  European  flates,  has  de- 
rived from  free  and  flourifhing  colonies ;  and  which  would  have 
been  daily  growing  in  magnitude  and  importance,  in  proportion 
to  their  boundlefs  increafe  in  the  new  world  ? 

Towards  the  end  of  this  feflion,  viz.  on  the  30th  of  May  1777, 
Lord  Chatham,  who  had  been  in  a  very  ill  ftate  of  health 
for  fome  months,  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  give  his  voice 
againft  the  farther  continuance  of  this  mad  and  imprafticable  war. 
He  urged  that  there  might  ftill  perhaps  be  a  moment  left,  to 
arreft  the  dangers  that  furrounded  us,  before  France  fhould  join 
in  an  explicit  treaty  with  America.  He  moved,  "That  an 
"  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  moft  dutifully 
"  reprefenting  to  his  royal  wifdom,  that  this  Houfe  is  deeply 
"  penetrated  with  the  view  of  impending  ruin  to  the  king- 
"  dom,  from  the  continuation  of  an  unnatural  war  againft  the 
"  Britifh  Colonies  in  America,  and  moft  humbly  to  advife  his 
**  Majefty,  to  take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  etieftuai  meafures,  for 
**  putting  a  flop  to  fuch  fatal  hoftilities,  upon  the  only  juft  and 
*'  folid  foundation,  namely,  the  removal  of  accumulated  grievan* 

es ;  and  to  aflure  his  Majefly,  that  this  Houfe  will  enter  upon 
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"  this  great  and  neceffary  work  with  chearfiilnefs  and  difpatch, 
"  in  order  to  open  to  his  Majefty  the  only  means  of  regaining 
"  the  afFeftions  of  the  Briiifh  Colonies,  and  of  fecuring  to  Great- 
"  Britain  the  commercial  advantages  of  thefe  valuable  poflefTions; 
••  fully  perfuaded,  that  to  heal  and  to  redrefs,  will  be  more  conge- 
*•  nial  to  the  goodnefs  and  magnanimity  of  his  Majefty,  and  more 
"  prevalent  over  the  hearts  of  generous  and  free-born  fubjefts ; 
"  than  the  rigours  of  chaUiferaent,  and  the  horrors  of  civil  war, 
"  which  hitherto  have  only  ferved  to  fharpen  refentments,  and 
"  confolidate  union,  and,  if  continued,  muft  end  in  finally  diffol- 
**  ving  all  tics  between  Great-Britain  and  her  Colonies."  This 
warning,  though  coming  from  fo  great  and  refpe6lable  a  charac- 
ter, was  fet  at  nought.  The  miniftry  had  got  all  that  they  wanted 
from  parliament,  that  is  to  fay,  100,000  men,  and  ten  millions  of 
money.  They  were  confident  in  their  own  conceit,  and  in  the 
fuccefs  of  their  meafurcs,  and  would  attend  to  no  remonftrances 
of  reafon.  Thus  the  die  was  irrevocably  caft.  The  honour  and 
interefts  of  this  country,  without  any  alternative  by  treaty,  were 
fet  at  ftake,  upon  the  decifion  of  the  fword,  upon  the  felf-diftated 
confidence  of  a  miniftry,  who  had  uniformly  with-held  every  do- 
cument of  information  from  parliament;  but  whofe  refponfibility 
can  afford  no  adequate  compenfation  to  their  country,  for  the  de- 
flruftion  and  difgrace  into  which  they  have  plunged  it. 

In  the  account  which  I  have  given  you  of  the  propofitions  and 
arguments  which  have  been  offered  on  our  fide  for  peace,  I  have 
confined  myfelf  to  fuch  as  ftand  either  in  the  fhape  of  motions  or 
protefts  in  parliament.  But  many  others  have  been  offered  by 
the  friends  of  their  country,  in  the  courfe  of  parliamentary  de- 
bates, of  which  minifters  might  have  availed  themfelves,  if  they 
"had  been  difpofed  to  liften  to  wife  -and  temperate  counfels. 
Lord  Shelbur*ie,  at  a  very  early  period  in  thefe  troubles,  advifed, 
*'  To  meet  the  Colonies  upon  the  ground  of  their  laft  petition  to 
♦'  the  King,  as  being  the  fureft  as  well  as  themoft  dignified  mode 
"  for  this  country;  to  fufpend  all  hoftilities;  to  repeal  the  afts 
"  immediately  diftreffing  to  America ;  and  to  refer  others  to  a  tem- 
"  perate  revifal ;  but,  above  all  things,  to  confider  the  principles 
"of  the  aft  of  navigation  as  ihe  palladium  of  this  country." 


A  rrai  n 


That  moft  beautiful  metaphor  oi  Lord  Camden,  "  that 


"  every  blade  of  grafs  is  reprefented  in  Great-Britain,"  compre- 
hends, in  one  word,  all  that  could  be  faid  in  a  thoufand  volumes 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  American  taxation.    Another  cmphatical 
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phrafe  of  his,  "  Peace  with  Amerca,  and  then,  come  war  with 
•*  all  the  world ! "  breathed  the  true  fpirit  for  BritKh  counfels. 
Thefe  will  be  remembered.  Numberlefs  other  fplendid  and  pa- 
thetic fpeakers  in  their  country's  caufe  have  likewife  pleaded  in 
vain.     All  thefe  Pearls  have  L.en  thrown  away. 

1  have  now  ftated  to  you  the  fubftance  of  the  minifterial  and 
parliamentary  proceedings,  during  the  three  firft  fefTions  of  this 
parliament,  which  were  the  decifive  periods ;  the  firft  which  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  war,  the  other  two  which  threw  away  the 
pearl  of  peace,  when  it  was  in  their  hands,  and  drove  America 
to  the  irrevocable  extremities  of  independence  and  foreign  alli- 
ances. 1  muft  once  more  remind  yon,  of  my  motive  for  being  fo 
folicitous  to  explain  thefe  matters  to  you,  and  to  fhew  to  you,  that 
neither  myfelf  nor  any  of  the  friends  with  whom  1  have  afted, 
have  either  been  confenting  or  concurring  with  thofe  headftrong 
meafures  which  have  brought  fuch  enormous  expences,  fuch  fatal 
deftru6lion  of  the  lives  of  our  fellow-fubje6ls,  fo  much  national 
difgrace,  and  perhaps  the  profpe6l  of  national  ruin.  It  is,  becaufc 
I  value  and  efteem  the  confidence  of  my  conftituents,  and  becaufc 
I  wifti  the  continuance  of  it ;  for  which  reafon,  I  defire  to  lay  my 
heart  open  to  them,  and  to  explain  every  motive  of  my  condu6i. 
Thefe  difputes  with  America,  however  (lightly  they  may  have 
been  treated  by  fome  perfons,  in  the  beginning,  did  (as  you  know) 
appear  to  me,  in  the  earlieft  dawn  of  them,  to  carry  the  moft  fe- 
rious  and  fatal  afpeft.  When  a  great  majority  of  parliament  has 
taken  its  bent,  to  adopt  with  a  blindfold  confidence  the  meafures 
of  an  adminiftratlon,  you  cannot  conceive  the  difadvantages 
which  a  fmall  minority,  or  a  few  individuals,  meet  with,  in  ftrug- 
gling  and  buffeting  againt  the  torrent.  The  miniftry  give  what 
garbled  evidence  they  pleafe ;  they  fupprefs  evidence  likewife  at 
their  difcretion ;  if  any  documents  are  moved  for,  which  might  be 
explanatory,  of  the  views,  tempers,  forces,  connexions,  public  pro- 
ceedings, number  and  difpofitlon  ot  the  perfons  difcontented  and 
in  arms ;  any  fuch  motion  is  fure  of  meeting  with  a  negative.  It 
a  hint  is  dropt,  that  the  Americans  are  cowards ;  that  they  are 
wretched  and  helplefs;  that  they  are  difcontented  with  the  tyranny 
of  their  leaders ;  that  two  or  three  regiments  would  fubdue  the 
whole  continent ;  that  the  King's  ftandard  being  once  set  up,  the 
whole  body  of  the  people  would  flock  to  it ;  or  any  other  of  the 
many  fallacies  which  have  led  us  into  difappointments  and  dif- 
grace J  a  confident  majority  will  not  brook  any  doubts.    The 
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^omnipotence  of  parliament  is  not  t6  be  queAiofted,  till  it  i^  it- 
featcd,  and  the  national  honour  laid  in  the  duft.  No  fuggeftioil 
of  prudence  is  tolerated,  till  it  is  found  by  fatal  experience,  fo 
far  from  two  or  three  regiments  over-running  all  America,  that 
50  or  60,000  men  have  been  baffled  for  two  years  together ;  one 
entire  army  taken  prifoners,  the  remainder  retreating  and  be- 
fieged.  Then  we  regret,  in  vain,  the  headftrong  folly  of  mini- 
fters,  who  have  betrayed  the  unfufpe6ling  confidence  of  parlia- 
ment, by  their  ignorance,  arrogance,  and  mifreprefentations.  The 
experiment  has  coll  us  the  lofs  of  America,  with  30  or  40,000 
men  deftroyed,  and  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  money  waHed, 
which,  even  if  it  had  procured  fuccefs,  would  have  been  little  bet- 
ter than  ruin ;  but  the  final  defeat,  after  all,  has  brought  the  na- 
tion into  difgrace,  and  has  delivered  us  ftript  of  our  men  and  mo- 
ney, and  of  our  bed  friends  and  refources,  in  almoft  a  defencelefg 
iiate,  to  the  antient  rivals  of  our  profperity  and  honour.  Th^fe 
fentiments  have  made  a  deep  imprelTion  upon  my  mihd,  and  con« 
du£l.  2^aloufly  attached  to  the  honour  of  my  country,  I  have 
lamentf;d  to  fee  it  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  gratification  of  an  ill-judged 
pride.  Moderation  and  Juftice  the  are  trued  guardians  of  national 

Bonour. 

I  am. 

With  the  greateft  refpeft  and  Confideration, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  much  obliged,  and  ■ 

faithful  humble  Servant. 
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SODBURY,   Sef>t,   13,  1778. 


D.   HARTLEY. 


To  the  Right  Worfliipftd  the  Mayor  and  Corporation ^ 
To  the  Worjhipful  the  Wardens  and  Corporation 
of  the  Trinity  Houfe, 


AND 


To  the  Worthy  Burgejfes, 

Of  the  7«W«^KlNGST0N-UP0N-HuLL. 
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LETTER     II. 


Gentlemen, 

4 

T  HAVE  now  traced  the  minifterial  and  parliamentary  proceed- 
■^  ings  down  to  the  end  of  the  third  fefTion  of  tliis  parliament, 
ending  in  June  1777.  The  difallrous  events  in  tiie  fucceeding 
campaign  in  America,  which  trod  upon  the  lieels  of  that  confident 
Ceflion,  were  fo  many  unfortunate  proofs,  that  an  headllrong  mi- 
niftry,  who  had  afted  for  many  years  by  no  other  rule  than  their 
own  prefumption,  had  led  the  honour,  the  national  intereil,  and 
the  arms  of  this  country  into  difgrace,  deilruflion,  and  defeat. 
All  thefe  events  had,  upon  the  mod  deliberate  inveftigations  of 
reafon,  been  foretold,  and  all  the  meafures  which  have  produced 
them,  had  been  moft  earneftly  deprecated,  but  in  vain,  by  the 
friends  of  juflice,  reconciliation,  and  peace. 

The  fourth  feflion  of  this  parliament  began  on  the  20th  of 
November  1777,  and  ended  the  firft  week  in  June  1778. 

The  King's  fpeech,  at  the  beginning  of  this  fourth  feflion,  conti- 
nued ftill  in  the  declaration  of  the  ncceflity  of  preparing  for  fur- 
ther operations  of  war,  though  the  preceding  fummer's  campaiga 
had  given  very  little  encouragement  to  expeft  fuccefs;  and  now, 
for  the  firft  time,  the  armaments  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  made 
their  appearance  in  the  King's  fpeech  before  parliament.  Thefe 
two  ohJ€6ls  together  conftituted  a  double  argument  for  increafin^ 
our  military  force  by  fea  and  land.  The  language  of  adminiftra- 
tion  was  become  more  violent  and  vindiflive,  in  proportion  as 
they  feemed  to  fail  in  point  of  fuccefs.  Fifteen  thoufand  additi- 
onal men  were  raifed  in  Scotland,  Manchefter,  &.c.  Many  fub- 
fcriptions  of  private  perfons  were  fet  on  foot,  for  the  farther  fup- 
port  of  the  American  war,  and  to  make  the  exafperation  more 
general.  Lord  North,  indeed,  threw  out  hints  in  debate,  that  hs 
had  thoughts  of  making  fome  propofitions  of  accommodation. 
Yet  ftill  the  mark  of  fincerity  was  wanting  at  the  time  of  this  de- 
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claratlon ;  foi  tlie  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  on  the  firft  day  of  this 
fefTion,  had  made  a  motion  in  the  Hoiife  of  Lords,  (which  was 
negatived  as  ufual)  to  lay  tlie  ground  of  accommodation  by  treaty! 
rcllinj;  the  great  llrcfs  of  his  argument  upon  tills  point,  that  the 
Houfc  of  Bourbon  was  upon  tlie  eve  of  breaking  wiih  us ;  that 
they  had  abetted  the  caufe  of  America ;  that  they  had  done  a  great 
deal  in  an  underhand  way,  but  not  fo  much  as  the  Americans 
wilhed ;  that  if  this  moment  were  feized,  while  America  was  in 
ill-humour  with  the  backwardncfs  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  they 
might  be  detached  from  that  connexion,  if  reafonable  terms  were 
held  out  to  them  ;  that  this  opportunity,  if  once  loft,  would  never 
be  recoverable  again.     I  did  likewife  myfelf,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  throw  out  the  fame  arguments,  in  confequence  of  in- 
formation which  had  dropped  into  my  hands.    I  ftated,  that  I 
thought  there  was  one  ray  of  hope  ftill  left,  if  we  had  wifdom  to 
feize  the  opportunity,  of  opening  a  treaty  with  the  Americans, 
tvhile  lliey  were  difcontentcd  with  the  cool  and  dilatory  proceed- 
ings of  the  court  of  France.     My  words  were.  Do  it  before  you 
fleep ;  but  they  flept  and  did  it  not.     I  will  now  recite  to  you  the 
lad  motion  made  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
(viz.  on  the  20th  of  November  1777,)  that  the  advice  therein 
contained  may  fpeak  for  him,  in  contraft  to  thofe  ruinous  mea- 
fures,  which  he  oppofed  to  his  laft;  breath,  "  That  this  Houfe 
••  does  moft  humbly  advife  and  fupplicate  his  Majefty,   to  be 
"  pleafed  to  caufe  the  moft  fpcedy  and  effeflual  meafures  to  be 
**  taken,  for  reftoring  peace  in  America  ;  and  that  no  time  may 
*'  be  loft  in  propofing  a  cefTadon  of  hoftilities  there,  in  order  to 
*•  the  opening  a  treaty,  for  the  final  fettlement  oi  the  tranquility 
**  of  thofe  invaluable  provinces,  by  a  removal  of  the  unhappy 
*'  caufes  of  this  ruinous  civil  wnr,  and  by  a  juft  and  adequate  fecu* 
**  rity  againft  a  return  of  the  like  calamities  in  times  to  come. 
*'  And  this  Houfe  defires  to  offer  the  moft  dutiful  affurance  to  his 
*'  Majefty,  that  they  will,  indue  time,  co-operate  with  the  magna- 
"  nimity  of  his  Majeftv,  for  the  prefervation  of  his  people,  by 
"  fuch  explicit  and  moft  folemn  declarations,  and  provifions  of 
**  folemn,  fundamental,  and  irrevocable  laws,  as  may  be  judged 
"  neceifary  for  afc  rtaining  and  fixing,  for  ever,  the  refpcftivc 
"  rights  of  Great-Bi  .tain  and  hvr  colcnics." 
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Thefc  arc  the  laft  words  of  falutary  counfcl  from  that  great 
man,  who,  to  the  irreparable  lofs  of  his  country,  is  now  no  more. 
This  counfel  was  offered  in  vain  ;  inftead  of  fcizlng  the  oppor- 
tunity of  negociating  with  America,  wliilc  they  were  unengaged 
from  France,  the  parhament,  after  having  fat  about  twenty  days 
to  vote  ihe  ways  and  means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  was  adjourned 
for  fix  weeks.     Within  the  period  of  this  fatal  adjournment,  the 
treaty  between  France  and  America  was  negociated.    The  mini- 
ftry  could  not  poffibly  be  ignorant  of  what  was  tranfafting  at  Pa- 
ris, for  they  had  at  that  time  a  miniller  at  the  court  of  France : 
and  befides  this,  common  report  could  not  fail  to  inform  them. 
All  the  letters  and  correfpondencies  from  Paris  announced  the 
approaching  event ;  every  flock-jobber  was  upon  the  watch ;  none 
were  afleep  but  the  miniflry ;  they  would  not  flir  a  ftep  :   As  if 
the  adjournment  of  fix  weeks  was  not  a  fufHcient  allowance  of  time 
for  compleating  the  treaty  between  France  and  America^  the 
conciliatory  propofitions,  which  had  been  promifed  before  Chrifl- 
mas,  were  ftill  farther  delayed  for  four  weeks  more,  after  the 
meeting  of  parliament  in  January  1778;  and  it  was  not  till  after 
certain  information  was  come,  that  the  treaty  was  compleated  and 
a£lually  figned,  that  the  conciliatory  bills  were  brought  into  par- 
liament.  The  dates  of  t'  efc  '  itls  fland  in  order  thus:  The  inten- 
tion of  making  fome   conciliatory  propofitions  to  America  was 
announced  by  the  uiiulfler  early  in  this  fourth  feffion,  before  the 
adjournment  for  the  Chriflmas  holidays.    Without  any  farther 
notice  taken  of  thefe  intended  propofitions,  parliament  was  ad- 
journed from  the  10th  of  December,  1777,  to  the  20th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1778.     The  preliminaries  of  a  treaty  between  France  and 
^America  were  delivered,  by  Mpnfieur  Gerard,  to  the  American 
Commiffioners  at  Paris,  on  the  16th  of  December,  J777.     The 
parliament  met  on  the  20th  of  January,  1778,  after  the  Chriflmas 
recefs.     The  treaty  of  Paris,  between  America  and  France,  was 
figned  on  the  6th  of  February;  and  the  conciliatory  bills  were 
prefented  to  parliament  eleven  days  after  the  treaty  was  figned, 
viz.  on  the  17th  of  February,  1778.    Thefe  are  the  fa£ls;  what 
conflruftion  can  be  put  upon  them  ?    What  meafures  could  have 
been  calculated  more  efFeftually  to  throw  America  into  the  arms 
pf  France  than  thefe  ?    They  feem  as  if  they  had  been  iludioufly 
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concerted,  feverally  and  conne£ledly,  to  produce  fucli  an  event. 
The  menacing  language  of  the  King's  fpeecli,  declaring  the  necef- 
fity  oi  pre^Tiving  for  ykch  fur iker  operations  of  war,  as  the  ohjli- 
nacy  of  the  rebels  might  rerid?.r  txpcdient^  together  with  the  fatis- 
faftion  exprefTed  by  the  addrelFes  of  the  two  Houfes,  in  concur- 
ring with  fuch  meafures ;  the  orders  given  out  immediately  after 
the  adjournment,  to  raife  ten  regiments  in  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land, together  with  the  Liverpool  and  Manchefter  volunteers ; 
the  private  fubfcriptions  which  were  fet  on  foot,  and  earneftly 
fupported  by  the  minifterial  party,  to  raife  men  for  the  American 
war;  were  all  calculated,  by  (hewing  the  continuance  of  a  vindic- 
tive fpirit  againft  the  Americans,  to  irritate  and  to  urge  them  into 
a  treaty  with  France.  The  throwing  out  hints,  that  the  minifter 
had  it  in  his  intention  to  make  fome  offers  of  conciliation  to 
America,  was  calculated  to  operate  upon  the  court  of  France,  to 
enLige  their  offers,  and  to  accelerate  their  pace  in  driving  the 
treaty  with  America  to  a  conclufion.  The  delay  of  laying  thefe 
conciliatory  propofitions  before  the  Houfe  for  three  months,  viz. 
from  the  20th  of  November,  1777,  to  the  17th  of  February  fol- 
lowing, gave  the  fullcft  time  for  the  negociation,  and  final  fettle- 
mentof  the  treaty;  and  more  particularly,  what  I  am  juftified  to  call 
the  diftinguilhed  and  pofitive  aft  of  with-holding  thefe  propofiti- 
ons, for  one  month  after  the  meeting  of  parliament,  in  January 
1778,  when  the  treaty  between  America  and  France  was  known 
to  be  far  advanced,  and  to  be  upon  the  point  of  conclufion  ;  can 
admit  of  no  rational  interpretation,  but  upon  fome  fuppofed  pre- 
determination to  delay  the  conciliatory  offers  in  parliament,  till 
the  treaty  between  France  and  America  fhould  be  figned  and 
fealed.  If  any  other  rational  interpretation  can  be  given  to  fuch 
conduft,  it  is  very  fit  that  the  perfons  concerned  fhould  give  that 
fatisfaftioi  to  the  public.  There  was  nothing  complex  in  the 
offers  when  they  appeared.  They  might  have  been  reduced  into 
the  proper  forms,  and  all  neceffary  provifions  might  have  been  con- 
cened,  in  three  days  as  well  as  three  months.  If  the  minifters  of 
the  cabinet  had  been  fincere  and  unanimous  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  peace,  the  bills  might  have  paffed  through  both  houfes,  and  might 
have  received  the  royal  affent,  before  even  the  preliminaries  be- 
tween France  and  America  had  been  fet  on  foot.    If  there  were 
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^/ot"the  efficient  mliiifters  of  his  Majefty's  cabinet,  who  oppofcd 
or  delayed  the  introduftion  of  the  conciliatory  propofitions,  kiiow*-   " 
ing  what  they  muft  have  known,  w.ih  refpeft  to  the  neffociatrb'ii^ 
then  on  foot  at  Paris,  it  is  fit  that  fuch  perfons  fhould  be  deciaio^ 
to  the  public,  and  that  they  (hould  give  in  public  the  reafons'^  ' 
their  conduft.     If  no  other  ratioinal  explanation  of  thfefe  irica-  ' 
fures  can  be  ftatcd,  the  eonvi'fted  inference  willbe  obvious  toiaTI 
the  world,  that,  whatever  occafional  appearartces  there  may  hav^ 
b«en  of  relenting,  or  whatever  prt'texts  may  hive  been  thrown 
out,  yet,  that  at  the  bottofti,:  the  funaamental  principle  has  always 
been  one  and  the  fame,  viz.  either  to  conquer  America  by  forcd 
of  arms,  or  to  cut  it  off  from  the  Britiih  empire  arid  connexion' i 
but  at  all -hazards,  to  prevent  the  dangerous  retrofpeft  into  the 
conduft  of  minifters,  which  reconciiliation  with  America  muff  lay' 
before  the  public.  ^':^^  sj  ^'» -^^^'1  '>i^'^    .Ic  itci  ^ofBi^'no')  rd  loinoi^ 

Confider  how  ftudioufly  everypropofitio'n  for  peace  on- tbe 
part  of  America  has  been  evaded ;  confideir  that  the  cleareft  and^ 
moft  explicit  offers  from  them  oT  dependence  have  been  tejefted' 
unheard,  while  the  moft  effeftual  meafures  have  been  taken  by 
minifters,  at  the  fame  time,  to  drive  them  inevitably  to  indepen- 
dence ;  confider  the  refufal  of  the  propofition  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, in  their  petition  to  the  King,  in  March  \776y  which  wzis? 
calculated  to  put  the  teft  of  fincerity,  by  a  diftinft,  clear,  and  un- 
ambiguous fpecif  ration  of  juft  and  honourable  terms,  to  be  offereli' 
on  our  part  to  America,  which  rhight  have  laid  the  foundations  of 
peace;  confider  the  uniform  rejeftion  of  every  propofition  of 
peace  made  in  parliament  for  three  years  together;  confider, 
upon  a  fimilar  occafion,  about  two  year^  before,  when  an  aft  fiad^ 
been  paffed  before  Chriftmas,  1775,  appointing  commiffioners  tb^ 
treat  with  America,  that  the  departure  of  thofe  commiffioners  wStii' 
delayed  for  five  months,  viz.  till  the  month  of  May,  1776  ;  arhf 
that,  in  confequence  of  that  delay,  no  offers  were- even  made  to' 
America  under  that  commiflion,  till  after  the  declaration  of  inde-* 
pendence;  confider  the  fame  uniformity  of  conduft  in  the  eatli*:^ 
eft  period  of  thefe  troubles,  viz.  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1775^31' 
the  time  of  what  was  called  Lord  North's  conciliatory  probofitiorf,^ 
No  civil  blood  had  then  been  filed;  but,  under  the  infidibus  maflc^ 
of  thfit  propofition,  the  firft  civil  blood  was  (hsd  before  that  projpii'-' 
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fition  (Rich  as  it  was)  could  poffibly  be  oftred,  either  to  the  G^nt- 
Til  Cbngrefs  of  America,  or  to  the  confideration  of  any  aflembly 
upon  the  continent.  Compare  all  thefe  things  together,  and  then 
apply  the  refulting  inference  to  the  final  confideration  of  this  laft 
9^  of  with-holding  the  conciliatory  bills  for  three  months,  not^ 
withftanding  the  folleft  parliamentary  warning  given  of  the  confe. 
qiiences,  and  the  certain  knowledge  of  a  treaty  a£lually  in  nego« 
nation  between  France  and  America.  Coniider  all  thefe  things, 
and  then  let  any  man  judge  whether  the  fufpicion  of  a  fecret 
defign  to  fruflrate  every  pollibility  of  peace,  be  an  unfupported 
charge.  I  ilate  it  as  a  matter  of  prcfumption,  not  as  proof  pofi- 
tive.  But  there  would  be  an  end  of  all  the  fafety  of  human  life, 
if  every  fuperficial  pretext  were  to  be  {ufifered  to  pa&  unqueftion-* 
ed,  and  to  have  its  full  fcope  and  operation,  till  it  could  be  con- 
fronted by  convi£ling  proof.  The  juft  alarms  upon  violent  pre- 
iiimption  are  .the  guards  of  life.  If  men  uniformly  perfift  in  re- 
iiifing  every  zQ.  which  plain  and  fimple  fincerity  would  di^late, 
and  in  aflfefUng  every  pretext  which  dupUcity  and  infincerity 
would  iimulate,  the  difculpation,  and  the  proof  of  motives,  is  to 
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There  is  a  long  and  heavy  account  out-fianding  and  due  to  the 
public,  for  which  minifters  are  refponfible.  Parliament  has  been 
kept  in  profound  ignorance,  not  only  of  the  condu£l  of  the  war; 
of  all  intelligence  tranfmitted  by  the  commanders  of  the  Britiih 
forces,  as  to  the  date  of  the  country,  the  unanimity  and  general 
difpofitton  of  the  people ;  of  all  demands  which  have  been  made 
by  the  commanders  themfelves  for  fuccours  and  reinforcements; 
of  fiich  opinions  and  advice  as  they  may  have  fent  to  their  era« 
ployers  at  home,  as  to  the  pra^icability  of  the  war ;  th«  probable 
duration  of  it ;  whether  there  was  any  profpefl  of  conquering  the 
QotMitry,  or  any  rational  plan  of  maintaining  fuch  fuf^ofed  con-» 
queft  if  it  could  have  been  made,  Sec,  &c.  Informations  upon 
thefe  and  other  heads  might  polTibly  have  guided  tb-*  counfels  of 
parliament  to  the  adoption  of  other  meafures.  In  an  uniform 
fyilem  of  failure  and  difappointmeot,  in  every  pretended  expeCt 
t^on,  year  after  y(ar,  it  is  not  ppflibfe  to  conceive,  but  that  the 
nmi^ry  muft  have  had  fome  warning  given  to  thesi,  by  the  com* 
gp^i^^si  j^di  Q^$r  pj^rfo2»s  ^mplay^d  by  them  upon  the  fpotr 
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and  here  it  is  that  the  fufpe£led  principle  recurs  again  and  again ; 
**  If  we  cannot  conquer  or  deftroy,  we  may  at  leaft  produce  an 
V  irreconcileable  breach  between  the  two  countries,  and  perhaps 
**  an  implacable  hatred,  which  may  prevent  all  future  inter-coiti* 
••  munication,  and  the  chance  of  any  hazardous  difcoveries."   "^^ ' 

Every  Britifli  rubje6l,  at  the  outfet  of  this  war,  had  an  intereft 
in  the  American  colonies,  not  only  as  a  part  of  the  Britifh  domi- 
nions  and  dependencies,  but  likewife  in  the  commerce,  in  the 
fhipping,  in  the  produ£lions  of  the  country,  in  the  affe£lion$  of 
the  people,  in  the  common  ties  of  intereft  and  confanguinity. 
What  then  is  to  be  the  condu£l  of  any  member  in  parliament,  as  a 
reprefentative  of  the  people,  who  have  fo  many  complicated  and 
combined  interefts  in  America,  as  well  as  the  dominion  ?  Is  he 
to  Hand  by,  the  mere  ftupid  and  credulous  dupe  of  pretexts,  while 
minifters,  in  the  rage  of  pride  and  difappointment  for  the  lofs  of 
fh  'y  i  nly  objed:.  Dominion/and  perhaps  to  hide  the  feciet  deeds 
<tl  <•' r  >Meft,  are  fuflfered,  with  impunity,  to  overwhelm  every  other 
national  intereft  and  concern  in  one  common  ruin  ?^-No.  The 
friends  of  their  country  have  not  been  h  duped,  nor  will  they 
be  filent.  Believe  me,  Sirs,  for  one,  if  I  could  even  be  divefted 
of  every  other  fentiment  of  my  heart  and  private  feeling,  I  would 
not  difgrace  the  truft  which  you  have  repofed  in  me,  by  fuch  a 
ftupid  and  treacherous  apathy  to  the  neareft  and  deareft  intereftt 
of  my  country.        '  ■     '•     ;■•  *  ;"^- •■'*  ■ '' -■'^:: '^  ^'*'^'' '* 

It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  ftate  to  you  the  terms,  if  they  can  be 
called  fo,  of  the  conciliatory  bills ;  they  amounted  to  but  little 
better  than  a  furrender,  at  uifcretion,  of  all  the  principles  and 
matters  which  had  been  for  many  years  in  contention ;  and  this» 
when  we  were  evidently  diigraced  and  defeated  into  a  reluflant 
compliance.  Terms,  adequate  to  the  honour  and  to  the  utmoft 
rights  of  this  country,  had  been  propofed,  over  and  over,  by  the 
fiiends  of  juftice  and  peace ;  and  asconftajitly  refufed  to  the  very 
laft  hoar,  that  it  was  poflible  even  for  the  weakeft  men  to  driiiam 
of  uflccmditional  conqueft ;  and  I  beg  of  you  to  remark,  that,  ^y 
the  teftiraony  of  thefe  afts  of  parliament  themfclves,  we  who  fat'  j^^ 
on  the  other  iide  of  the  Koafe,  and  have  been  the  conftant  ad-  '  V. 
▼ocates  for  peace,  ftand  moft  fdly  juftificd  to  the  public,  as  ha- 
ving never  propofed  any  terms  of  mean  fubmiflion,  derogatory  to 
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the  honour,  or  deftruftive  of  the  conftitutional  rights,  of  thU 
country.  The  fubftance  of  all  our  propofitions  had  flood  upon 
much  higher  ground  than  that  taken  by  the  conciliatory  bills ; 
.which  enable  the  comniiflioners  to  treat  of  all  re^uialions,  pro- 
vi/ions^  multtrs\and  things^  which  evidently  meant  the  furrender 
of  the  aft  o^  navigation,  an  of  all  the  conimerclal  advantages  of 
this  country.  Dominion  was  the  objeTt  of  minifterial  purfuit.  As 
for  the  beneficial  and  commercial  rights  of  this  country,  a  (light 
account  was  made  of  them,  in  comparifon  with  the  objeft  of  ac- 
quiring an  influential  patronage  and  dominion.  The  aft  of  navi- 
gation, which  I  take  to  be  the  chief  intereft  that  my  conflituents 
had  in  America,  was  hardly  '^vorth-a  tranfient  thought;  but  the 
right  of  appointing  Governors  was  provided  for  by  the  longefl 
claufe  in  the  bill.  The  whole  was  wafle  paper  and  waile  words. 
If  half  the  terms  had  been  offered  to  America  in  due  time,  which 
were  fur  rendered  in  thefe  bills,  an  honourable,  beneficial,  and  per- 
manent peace  might  have  been  eflabliflied.  But  thefe  bills  ha- 
ving been  delayed  till  after  the  treaty  between  France  aod  Ame- 
rica was  figned,  it  became  fruitlefs  to  offer  any  terms  fhort  of  in- 
dependence ;  for  America  could  have  no  other  objeft  in  their 
t..  ^aty  with  France,  but  to  eflablifh  that  independence.  Had  rea- 
fonable  terms  been  offered  to  the  Americans,  before  their  treaty 
with  France  was  figned,  and  had  fuch  terms  been  fupported  by 
tokens  of  good  faith  and  fair  dealing,  it  is  by  no  means  impoffible 
that  they  might  have  compromifed  the  article  of  independence, 
by  fome  honorary  conceffion,  perhaps  fome  titular  dependence, 
as  they  had  always  profeffed  to  feek  no  reconciliation  inconfiflent 
with  the  dignity  and  welfare  of  Great-Britain.  Bat  a  reconcilia- 
tion they  always  had  fought,  though  the  miniflers  of  this  cotsntry 
feem  to  have  had  no  other  view,  but  to  prevent  that  reconcilia- 
tion, after  the  profpeft  of  conquefl  became  defperate. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  however,  was  not  to  be  turned  off 
from  his  inflexible  perfeverance  in  the  caufe  of  reconciliation. 
He  propofed  a  bill  to  enable  the  commiffioners  to  enter  into  the 
queftion  of  independence  in  the  way  of  'reaty,  and  at  leafl  out  of 
that  ground  to  negotiate  a  fcederal  alliance  vith  America, 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  propofed  bill: 
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A  BILL  to  explain,  amende  and  render  more  rffeiluaU  ^n  'A^ 
paffcdin  the  prefent  Sejfion  of  Parliament^  iHtiiuled,'**  An  aft 
'*  to  tnable  his  Majefty  to  appoint  Commiflioners,  with  fuflici- 
ent  powers  to  treat,  confuh.,  and  agree  upon  the  means  of 
quieting  the  diforders  now  fubfifting  in  certain  of  the  Colo- 
"  nies.  Plantations,  and  Provinces  of  North- America.      .    /.  .^ 

.  «*  WHEREAS,  by  an  aft  paffed  in  this  preient  ibnion  of  parliament,  in- 
"  tituled,   *  An  Aft  to  enable  his  Majeily  to  appoint  Commifiioners,  with' 

*  fufiicient  powers  to  treat,  confult,  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the 

*  diforders  now  fubfiHing  in  certain  of  the  Colonies,  Plantations,  and  Pro- 

*  vinces  of  Noith-Anierica»'  it  is  enafted,  *  That  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawfui 

*  for  his  Maj,efty,  from  time  to  time,  by  letters  patent  under  tlie  Great  Seal  of 
'  *  Great-Britain,  to  authorize  and  impower  Ave  able  and  fvifficient  perfons,  or 

*  any  three  of  thera,  to  treat,  confult,  and  agree  with  any  body  or  bodies  poli- 
«  tic  and  corpoj-ate*  or  with  any  aflembly  or  aiTemblies  of  men,  or  with  any 

*  perfbn  orperfons  whatfoever,  of  and  concerning  any  grievances,  or  com- 
^  plaints  of  grievances,  exiting,  or  fuppofed  to  exiil,  in  the  government  of 

*  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  provinces,  or  plantations  rtfpeftively,  or  in  the 
<  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm  refpefting  the  iame. 

**  And  whereas  the  faid  colonies  have,  on  the  4.ih  of  July,  1776;  declared 
**  that  the  faid  colonies  were  free  and  independent  ftates,  and  that  they  were 
*'  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  from  the  Britiih  Crown,  and  that  all  political 
*'  conneftion  between  them  and  the  flate  of  Great-Bxit^iLa  was,  and  ought  ta 
**  be,  totally  diflblved  :       .  .".Mt.-    ">  *'iS  :•  ii  >• 

*"  And  whereas  doubts  may  arlfe,  whether  the  faid  Commiflloners,  by  vir- 
*'  tue  of  the  powers  given  them  by  the  faid  Aft  of  Parliament,  are  enabled  to 
**  treat,  confult,  and  agree  with  any  body  or  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  or 
*'  with  any  aflembly  or  aireiiiblies  of  men,  or  with  any  perfon  or  perfons  what- 
**  foever,  of  and  concerning  the  power  and  authority  of  the  King  and  Par- 
**  liament  of  Great-Britain  over  the  faid  Colonies,  or  any  of  ihtm,  or  of  and 
"*  concerning  the  independency  of  the  laid  Colonies  on  the  King  and  Pai'lia» 
*' ment  of  Great-Britain,  as  the  cafe  may  re<]uii«:  <  .  ;— f;  >  '  ,f.',.-^ 
,  **  And  wheieas  the  want  of  fuch  powers  in  the  faid  Commiflloners  may  ren- 
"  der  the  faid  Aftof  Pailiaraent  ineffeftual  for  quieting  andextinguifhing  the 
**  jealoiifies  and  apprehenfions  of  danger  to  their  liberties  and  ri9:hts,  which 
**  have  alannedmany  of  his  Majefty's  fnbjefts  in  the  faid  colonies,  provinces, 
*f  or  plantations,  and  for  reiioring  peace  between  Great-Britain  and  the 
**  faiH  colonics:- 

*'  And  whereas  any  dependance of  diftant  colonies  on  a  free  country,  can 
"  have  no  juS:  foundation,  or  any  permi.Jient  contipuauce,  but  in  the  confent 
*' and  good-will  of  fuch  colonies :  "f^"'^.   '  ' '  "  '  '  *•■■  •'.''■    A-'"^  " 

"  Be  it  enafted,  by  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the 
^  jidvice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  in 
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*'  diifl  prcfent  PaHiament  aflfembiod)  and  by  tke  aucherky  «f  the  CiMMi  ThaC 
*'  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid  fivr  Commiifionersy  from  time  t9 
**  timCi  authorized  and  impowered  by  his  Majv  ay,  by  letters  patent  under  the 
V  Gieat  Seal  of  Great- Britain,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  treat,  confult,  ard 
**  *ffr*t  with  any  body  or  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  or  with  any  aflembly 
**  or  aflemblies  of  men,  or  with  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  of  and  con- 
•*  cerning  the  power  and  authority  of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great- 
**  Britain  over  the  faid  colonies,  and  of  and  concerning  the  ind«pendency  of 
«  the  faid  colonies  on  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  as  the  cafe 
<*  may  require.  ■;.'..-jvf„r^-u..': /,.>  .-^  ■•„,..,  .:v^,.>?;r,.*L;,r  „  •^. ■;,;,. v^;;'>\.v.v*   , 

«  And  in  cafe  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations  (hall  adhere  to  their  faid 
"  declaration  of  independency  on  the  King  and  parliament  of  Great- Britain, 
*'  the  faid  CommiHioner^,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  l^ereby  authorized  and  re^ 
*'  quiied  to  ad'  tit  the  faid  claim  of  independency,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
"  Kmg  and  Pa^lianwnt  of  Great-Britain,  to  declare  the  faid  colonies  to  be 
"  free  and  independent  ftates,  and  to  be  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the 
**  crown,  aT:d  from  all  fubjeflion  to  the  K^ing  and  Parliament  of  Great- 
w  Britain.      ..  ■■-'"  *<•    '''    -  ■  •  '       V-'    '^^  -  V  ^  ■■         -'"    •'>  •^'■^^  ^V  ''■-  -•> 

«  And  it  is  hereby  fuiiher  declared  and  enaAed,  by  the  authority  aforefaidy 
**  That  it  /hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty  to  invcft  the  faid  Commiffii- 
^  oners  with  plenipotentiai^  powers,  in  fuch  cafe,  to  nrgociate  with  the  faid 
**  colonies  as  Independent  States,  or  with  perfons  authorized  by  them  for 
*'  fuch  purpoie,  fuch  treaty,  or  convention  as  to  his  Majefty  fliall  iieem  meet 
**  of  alliance,  offenfive,  defeniivc,  and  curomercial,  between  his  Majefty  and 
« the  faid  colonies.  -  - 

*'  But  in  cafe  the  faid  colonies  (ball  be  difpofed  to  return  to,  and  acknow- 
*<  ledge  an  authority  in  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  over  the 
•*  faid  colonies,  as  cunfiftent  with  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and 
**  liberties.  Be  it  ena&ed,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  faid  Commifll- 
**  on^rs,  or  any  three  of  them,  (hall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  impowered  to 
'*  treat,  confult,  and  agree  with  any  body  or  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  or 
«  with  any  affembly  or  aifemblies  of  men,  or  with  any  perfon  or  per(bns 
**  whatfoever,  of  and  concerning  the  degree,  extent,  and  limitations  of  the 
(<  faid  authority ;  and  of  and  concerning  fuch  alterations  in  the  conftituiion, 
**  and  in  the  forms  of  government  in  the  faid  colonies,  as  may  ^e  ncceflary  or 
«  conveniv  ut  for  the  honour  of  his  Majefty  and  his  Parlianent,  and  for  the 
**  common  goo  i  of  ail  his  fubjefls. 

«*  Provided,  that  no  agreement  of  and  concerning  the  degree,  extent,  of 
«*  limitation  of  the  authority  of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great«Britatn, 
**  and  of  and  concerning  any  alteration  in  the  conftitution  or  forms  of  go- 
**  vemment  in  the  faid  colonies,  or  any  cf  them,  &311  havs  any  ob!ig&?:c8^ 
**  force,  or  effe^  until  the  fame  (hall  bavt  been  ratified  and  confunaed  by 
«« Fwliament,** 
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AU  that  I  (hall  fay  of  this  bill  is,  that  it  combines  thefe  ihre6 
fundamental  principles  of  fociety,  and  of  the  rights  of  mankind ; 
ill.  That  all  government  ought  to  be  founded  upon  the  confent 
and  good'Wiil  of  the  people ;  2dly,  That  all  good  government  is 
ellabliflied,  not  as  the  property  of  the  perfons  invefted  with  it, 
but  as  a  trail  repofed  in  them,  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of 
mankind ;  and  laftly.  That  reconciliation  is  preferable  to  domi- 
nion. Such  principles  as  thefe  have  always  l^en  the  influential 
motives  of  my  condu£i,  and  of  thofe  with  whom  I  have  a£led, 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  unfortunate  difpute,  which  we  have 
endeavoured,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  limited  powerr>,  to  prevent 
from  coming  to  extremities.  Reconciliation  with  America  is  the 
laft  ftake  that  we  have  to  contend  for.  ;.  ,  ;  j;v.% 

I  have  now  brought  down  this  (ketch  of  parliamentary  tranfac- 
tion*  to  the  end  of  the  laft  feflfion,  founded  upon  parliamentary 
documents,  of  inconteftible  and  recorded  fa6ls,  by  which  you  may 
judge  of  the  condufl  of  the  two  parties,  who  have  taken  oppofite 
iides  in  refpe£l  to  the  American  war ;  in  which  I  plead  for  myfelf« 
and  for  thofe  with  whom  I  have  a£led,  that  the  plan  and  fyddm 
adopted  on  our  parts  would  have  fecured  the  antiep.t  ^nd  confli- 
tutional  conne£lion  between  the  two  countries,  with  ever)'  bene- 
ficial advantage  thence  arifing,  in[peace  and  profperity ;  and  that* 
if  the  meafures  of  conciliation  had  been  followed,  we  ftiould,  at 
this  moment,  have  faved  many  thoufands  of  lives,  many  millions 
of  the  national  revenue  and  refources,  and  that  we  fhould  have 
been  m  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  commerce,  navigation,  friend- 
ihip,  and  affe6lion  of  the  new  and  rifing  world.  "    :  ; 

With  refpeft  to  the  condu£l  of  the  adminiftration,  I  have  only 
fiated  fa6ls.  Let  them  fpeak.  If  any  thing  that  I  have  hitherto 
faid  can  be  conftrued  into  an  arraignment  of  their  condu6l,  it  is 
not  I  who  arraign  them,  but  their  own  aftions.  However,  I  have 
not  quite  done  with  this  fubje£l.  I  will  now  examine  into  their 
motives.  As  any  imputation  of  motives  mud  always  be  more 
problematical  than  a  mere  relation  of  recorded  fafts,  I  give  you 
this  notice  of  the  ground  that  I  am  going  to  take,  that  you  may 
be  upon  your  guard  to  watch  this  part  of  the  invedigation  of  mo- 
tives, and  judge  what  degree  of  evidence  and  proof  I  adduce  of 
thofe  n^otives  which  I  {h?ll  impute.  The  motives  which  I  impute 
to  them,  and  of  which  I  think  I  can  bring  proof  pofitive,  are,  a 
uciign  to  eftabliih  an  influential  dominion,  to  be  exercifed  at  the 
pledure  of  the  crown,  and  to  ac<|uire  from  America  an  indepen- 
dent 
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dent  revenue  at  the  dirpofiiion  of  the  crown,  uncdntrouled,  anJ 
not  accountable  for  to  parlianKnl.     I  am  fo  confident  that  I  can 
bring  this  to  proof  pofitive,  that  I  would  fet  the  decifion  of  the 
whole  charge,  upon  the  recital  of  one  fingle  claufe  in  that  Ame-^ 
rican  revenue  aft,  (commonly  called  the  Tea  Aft,  7  Geb*  III.  cap, 
46.)  which  is  the  ground- work  of  all  the  prefent  conteft  and  trou- 
bles.    And  he  it  ena^ed,  by  the  authority^  a/orefaidi  that  hts  Ma-^ 
jejly  andkisfuccefforsjkatl  he,  and  art  hf.reby  impowntid^fromtime 
■  to  time^  by  any  warrant  or  warrants ^  under  his  or  their  royal Jigm 
manual^  or  fi^ns  manual^  counter -figncd  by  the  High  Treajurer^  or' 
any  three  or  more  of  theCommifJtoners  of  the  Trea fur y  for  the  time 
beings  to  caufe  fach  monies  to  be  t  pplir.d  out  of  the  produce  of  the 
duties  granted  by  this  aEl^  as  his  Majejiy  or  his  fuccejfors Jhalt 
think  proper  or  ntcfffary^  for  the  defraying  the  charges  of  the 
adminijlraticn  of  ju/lice^  and  the  fupport  of  the  cirHl  govern'' 
ment,  within  ail  or  any  of  the  faid  colonies  or  plantations.    This 
claufe  enables  the  crown,  by  fign  manual,  to  eftablifli  a  general., 
civil  lift  throughout  every  province  in  North- America,  to  any  in- 
definite extent,  with  any  falaries,  penfions,  or  appointments,  to 
any  unlimited  amount,  even  to  the  produce  of  the  laft  farthing  of 
the  American  revenue  ;  and  this  without  any  controul  or  account' 
to  be  given  in  parliament.     Now  you  may  know  what  we  have' 
been  fighting  for.    It  is  this  claufe,  thus  eftaWifhing,  at  one  ftroke 
by  the  fign  manual,  an  univerfal  dominion  of  the  crown  through-" 
out  the  whole  continent  of  North- America,  through  the  means^ 
of  an  American  revenue,  furrendered  at  difcretion  into  the  hands' 
of  the  crown,  viz.  as  his  Majefly  or  his  fuccejfors fhall  think  pro*' 
per  and  neceffary.    This  claufe  has  coft  to  the  nation  thirty  or 
forty  thoufand  lives,  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  money,  the  lofs  of 
the  aft  of  navigation,  and  of  the  whole  continent  of  America, 
and  is  now  plunging  us  into  a  war  with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  public  have  been  amufed  with  the  expeftation  of  deriving 
a  revenue  from  America,  as  the  objeft  of  this  conteft.     Then 
take  the  tea  duty  for  a  fample  of  a  minifter's  attention  to  the  par-   • 
liamwitary  revenue.    Three  parts  in  four  of  this  duty  were, 
^•pealed  out  of  the  old  parliamentary  duties,  and  the  remaining 
fourth  part  was  appropriated  to  the  ufes  of  a  royal  fign  manual, ' 
without  any  parliamentary  account.  1  think  the  evidence  of  thefe 
documents,  being  from  parliamentary  record,  amounts  to  proof 
pofitive  J  and  yet  there  is  mor«,  This  a|ft  of  7  Geo.  III.  cap.  46, 
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is  totally  uncouformable  to  the  preceding  American  revenue  afls. 
Take  the  ilamp  aft  for  an  example.  If  that  aft  had  been  formed 
upon  principles  of  conftitiitional  juflice,  towards  the  colonies, 
(which,  as  laying  a  tax  by  parliament  upon  perfons  not  reprefent- 
ed  there,  it  could  not  be)  it  was  not,  however,  liable  to  this  objec- 
tion of  the  (ign  manual.  The  duties  to  arife  frpm  that  aft  were  ap< 
propriated,  in  the  firll  inftance,  and  without  any  anticipation,  by 
fign  manual,  or  any  provifion  for  the  eftablifhment  of  an  Ameri- 
can civil  lift,  to  the  difpofition  of  parliament.  The  words  of  the 
aft  itfelf  are  my  authority.  And  be  it  enatled,  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that  all  the  monies  zvhichjhall  arije  by  thejiveral  rates 
and  duties  hereby  granted^  (except  the  necjfary  charges  ofraijing^ 
cnlleiling,  recover itig,  anfwering,  payings  and  accounting  for  the 
fame^  and  the  necrjjary  charges  from  time  to  time  incurred  in  rela- 
tion  to  this  aSI^  and  the  execution  thereof)  (hali  be  paid  into  the 
receipt  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  and  (hall  be  entered  leparate 
and  apart  from  all  other  monies,  and  (hall  be  there  referved,  to  be 
from  time  to  time  difpofed  of  by  parliament  towards  farther  de* 
fraying  the  nece£ary  exptncts  of  defending^  prote&ing^  andfecU' 
ring  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations.  Another  aft  impoHng 
duties,  commonly  called  the  Sugar  Aft,  4  Ceo.  III.  cap.  15,  was 
paifed  the  year  before  the  Stamp  Aft ;  was  the  produce  of  that 
aft  appropriated  to  the  fign  manual  of  the  crown  ? — No.  This 
1  aft-mentioned  aft  was  again  modelled,  with  fome  variations,  in  the 
adminiftration  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  in  1766  ;  was  the 
produce  of  it  at  that  time  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  a  fign  ma- 
nual ? — No.  All  thefe  duties  were  referved  fpecially  under  the 
controul  of  parliament,  and  not  devoted  to  the  fign  manual  for 
the  fupport  of  an  American  civil  lift.  This  claufe  then  for  de- 
voting the  American  revenue  to  d.  fign  manual,  without  ac- 
count or  controul,  and  for  eftablilhing  a  fyftematical  civil  lift  in 
America,  through  the  means  of  that  revenue,  was  firft  introduced 
into  that  fatal  American  revenue  aft,  commonly  called  the  Tea-. 
Aft,  which  is  at  prefent  the  foundation  of  all  our  troubles. 

*  There  has  been  much  talk  in  the  world  of  fome  fuppofed  fecret 
influence,  which,  by  hidden  fprings  and  infcrutable  motives,  con- 
trouls  the  external  afts  of  the  oftenfible  minifter  for  the  time  be- 
ing, whatever  his  private  judgment  and  inclination  may  be.  If 
there  be  any  fucb  cxifting  influence,  the  operatioiis  of  it  have 
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been  e deemed  capricious,  comparing  different  timet  and  occaficms. 
The  prefent  noble  Lord,  at  the  head  of  the  treafury,  hds  expreflei 
his  moft  earneft  wifhes  over  and  over,  to  return  to  the  /late  ot" 
1763,  which  therefore  implies  the  taking  this  'horn  out  of  his 
fide,  v'lt.  the  Tea  Tax.  Many  and  many  motions  have  been  made 
in  parliament  during  his  miniflry,  fur  the  repeal  of  this  wretched 
caufe  of  fo  much  bloodfhed  and  deftru6lion,  thti  Tea  Tax.    If 
then  there  does  exift  fome  fecret  irrefiftible  influence,  we  are  to 
fuppofe,  that  when  the  noble  Lord  wifhes  in  his  heart  to  fay 
Aye,  the  fecret  influence  is  inflexible,  and  di£lates  No.     Cofit 
what  it  will,  thoufands  of  lives,  millions  of  money,  tearing  whole 
oontinents  from  your  dominion,  this  inflexible  fpirit  ftill  perfids, 
No !  No !    And  all  this,  for  the  poor  wretched  Tea  Tax !     Now 
let  us  go  back  a  little  to  the  year  17^6,  when  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham  was  minifler,  at  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp 
a£l;.    That  noble  Lord  was  at  leaft  as  earned  to  arrange  the  fyf- 
tem  of  the  American  meafures  to  the  ftate  of  1763,  as  the  prefent 
minifter  can  be.    What  flood  in  his  way  ? — ^The  Stamp  Aft ; 
which,  upoh  the  mere  calculation  of  revenue,  was  of  ten  times 
the  magnitude  of  the  Tea  Tax.    What  faid  this  fuppofed  fecret 
influence  to  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Aft  ?     To  judge  by  appear- 
ances, it  feemed  to  go  a  little  againft  the  graih ;   but,  after  fome 
fh-ugglej  that  noble  Lord,  who  knew  how  to  fet  a  true  value  upon 
the  fubdantial  intereds,  and  beneficial  conneftion,  between  Great- 
Britain  and  America,  was  at  lad  permitted  to  remove  the  dumb- 
ling-block',  and  to  redore  his  country  to  peace,  and  to  the  fydem 
of  1763.    Whether  any  fuch  fecret  influence,  is  that  which  has 
been  much  talked  of,  does  exid  or  no,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to 
determine ;  but  thus  much,  I  think,  is  clear,  that  the  apparent 
caprice  of  its  operation,  in  fubmitting,  with  very  little  ftruggle,  to 
the  repeal  of  the  damp  aft,  and  wading  through  feas  of  blood  in 
fupportof  the  Tea  Tax,  only  requires  this  clue  to  unravel  it.  The 
duties  impofed  by  the  Stamp  Aft  were  under  the  immediate 
controul  and  difpofition  of  parliament,  but  the  Tea  T^x  ivas  ap- 
propriated to  the  fign  manual ;   attd  if  fUcH  a  fecrfet  fpirit  dtoes 
exid,  its  attachment  is  to  a  revenue  under  the  fign  ih&RUai,  A^ti 
Mot  to  a  parliamentary  fupply. 

It  is  a  ftrange  thing  to  conceive,  hoW  the  public  haV^  httti  lhaS<^ 
dupes  to  the  expcftation  of  a  pitlimeiix^  t^vetiud  Rxjok  Ame-- 
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rica.  There  fitas  never  beep  any  fuch  Qbjefl  in  cpntefl  between 
MS.  THc  only  American  revenue  a£l  which  has  had  any  eyiHence 
Cojr  twelve  year9,  is  that  of  which  I  have  recited  the  claufe,  giving 
up  its  produce  to  a  civil  lii^,  and  to  a  fign  manual*  If  the  A,ineri- 
c^as,  in  the  year  1773,  inilead  of  throwing  the  tea  overboard, 
h^d  fu|)miued  to  pay  the  duty,  would  tlie  produce  have  been  under 
the  controul  and  difpofition  of  parliament  ?  This  is  the  teft,  and 
the  plain  anfwer  i^,  No ;  fpr  the  fame  a£l  whi/ch  granted  a  duty 
of  three>pence  a  ppund  upon  tea  imported  into  America,  gave  to 
the  crown  a  righjt,  as  his  Majejiy  or  his  fucc^orsjhall  think  pr(h 
pir  and  necejfary^  of  appropriating  the  produce  to  an  American 
civil  lift,  by  vf^xT9f\i  under  the  fign  manual,  without  any  controi^l 
or  accountableneis  ^o  parliament ;  ajid  yet  parliament  have  bee^i 
induced  tp  fpend  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  the  publ'c  m,oney,  ifi 
the  piu^fuit  of  an  imaginary  revenue  which  would  not  have  been 
their's,  even  if  it  could  have  been  got  from  America.  Ther^ 
is  indeed  a  claufe  in  the  afil,  appropriating  the  rejidue  to  the  di^- 
ppHtipn  of  parlijiment,  after  all  £uch  minifl,erial  warrants  under  tlve 
^n  manual*  3S  are  thought  proper  and  necefary^  fhall  be  fatisfied* 
Sq  this  mockery  of  an  American  revenue  proves  at  lail  to  be  the 
crumby  that  fall  from  the  minifter's  table ;  the  r^fidue^  indeed,  f^i 
a  royal  warrant,  cQunter-figned  by  the  firi^  Lord  of  the  Treafury! 
What  would  my  con^lituents  fay  to  me,  if  I  were  to  give  n^y  vp|e 
for  inferting  a  fimilar  claufe  into  the  land-ta;c,  excijfe,  and  cuAoins 
in  this  country ;  to  give  full  fcope  to  every  warrant  upon  the  re- 
venue, counter-figned  by  the  fir  ft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  penfions  to  the  jurlges  during  pleafure,  and  fqr 
the  fupport  of  an  univerfi^  civil  lift,  with  appointments  tQ  any 
amount  unlimited  and  unaccountable  ?  Would  they  he  fati^^ed 
with  my  anfwer,  if  I  were  to  tell  them,  that  his  Majefty's  mini- 
ilers  had  always  profeiTed  the  snoft  zealous  attachinent  to  the  pub- 
lie  interefts,  and  to  the  conftitutional  rights  of  their  country ;  th^t 
they  were  heft  fitted  to  judge  what  difpofitipns  of  the  public  reve- 
.  nue  were  proptr  and  neceffary ;  and  that,  when  the  influence  of 
minifterial  munificence  had  fpiind  its  m  plus  uUra^  the  rfjidue  was 
referved  for  the  difpofition  of  parliament  ?  1  fljouJd  he  very  fprry 
to  think  that  any  conftituents  in  the  kingdom  would  be  fati^fiefl 
with  fuch  an  account,  i  auurc  ypu.  Sirs,  X  (hall  never  p\|t  spy 
liriends  to  this  tria(.    As  long  as  I  hav«  the  boiiQur  ol  a  pMU^ 
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fticntary  truft,  I  will  never  give  my  confent  to  a  claufe,  appropri- 
ating an  unlimited  revenue  at  the  difpontion  of  the  crown,  and 
uncontrouled  by  parliament,  through  a  royal  warrant,  counter- 
figned  by  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury. 

You  may  now  judge  why  miniflers  have  been  fo  obftinate  in 
refufing  every  offer  from  America,  to  contribute  upon  a  conftituti- 
onal  requifition.  No  grants  upon  fuch  conditions  would  have  been 
diipofable  by  fign  manual.  Conquefl  alone  could  give  any  chance 
'  of  a  revenue  fo  difpofable ;  but  any  revenue,  obtainable  by  parlia- 
'  mentary  or  cor.ciliatory  means,  would  have  beer  ut  of  the  reach  of 
the  miniflers  of  the  crown ;  this  brings  us  back  to  the  foundation 
maxims  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  American  meafures,  viz.  con- 
quefl, or  no  connexion ;  an  independent  revenue  for  the  crown, 
or  no  contribution;  unconditional  fubmiffion,  or  no  peace  — 
This  is  the  plain  truth  of  the  matter,  notwithftanding  all  the  plau- 
fible  terms,   and  filver-tongued  pretexts,  which  have  been  held 

■  out,  of  a  revenue  from  America,  of  the  conftitutional  rights  of 
Ortat-Britain,  and  the  dignity  of  the  crown.  If  a  country  gentle- 
man alks  a  plain  blunt  queftion  in  parliament,  and  preffesit  home, 

'What  are  we  fighting  for  ?  are  we  fighting  for  a  fubflantial  reve- 

'  nue  from  America  ?     Tell  us  downright ;  Aye  or  No.     The  an- 

fwer  given  is,  Aye  and  No,  and  yet  both  anfwers  are  true.     No, 

■  means  no  revenue  under  the  controul  of  parliament ;  Aye,  means 
the  fign  manual.  Thus  it  is  that  parliament  has  fuffered  itfcif  to 
be  amufed  by  fome  paradox,  or  fome  ingenious  equivocation ; 
while  they  have  been  giving  and  granting  away  thirty  or  forty 
millions  of  the  folid  money  of  their  conftituents,  to  be  fent  upon 
a  wild  venture,  in  queft  of  an  independent  revenue  for  the  crown; 
and  to  purchafe  for  themfelves  the  reverfion  of  the  minifter's  le- 
gacy, the  pitiable  refidue.  of  a  vifionary  fupply,  in  the  beggarly  ac- 
count of  an  empty  purfe !  a  fubflantial  parliamentary  revenue  has 
been  given  out  in  the  countenance,  but  jtis  the  fign  manual  which 
has  been  held  clofe  in  the  heart.   ^'  tjaiwij  ('M^-yKj*  4t^fl  *>t»w.'*f'^  ? 

i<j,  I  hope  and  truft,  that  I  enjoy  fo  much  of  the  confidence  af  my 
conftituents,  that  they  would  not  fufpe£l  me  of  an  intention  to  lay 
any  mifreprefentations  before  them;  but  in  the  prefent  cafe, there  is 
no  room  even  for  the  moft  diftant  fufpidon  of  any  poiTible  bias  that 
can  pervert  the  reprefentation  of  truth;  I  ftate  to  you  the  fimple 
and  undeniable  fa6ls,  as  they  ftand  recorded  in  public  a£ls  of  parlia* 
\.-.:iJw:  „  .i  mem. 
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'  ment.  Let  me  now  juft  bring  back  to  your  recollcftion  the  termt 
in  which  I  expreflcd  myfelf,  of  the  motives  which  I  imputed  to 
the  miniftry,  in  their  condu6l  of  American  meafures,  that  you  may 
judge  whether  the  evidence  thus  far  produced,  docs  or  does  not 
amount  to  proof  pofitive.  The  charge  which  I  uiulertook  to  prove 
was  this,  a  defign  to  eftablifh  an  influential  dominion,  to  be  exercifed 
at  the  pleafure  of  the  crown,  and  to  acquire  not  a  national  reve- 
nue, but  an  independent  revenue  from  America,  at  the  difpofi* 
tion  of  the  crown,  uncontrouled  and  not  accountable  for  to  pai^ 
liament.  If  what  I  have  hitherto  faid  has  not  yet  had  the  effeS 
of  proof  pofitive,  to  convince  you  of  the  charge,  I  have  one  more 
argument  to  offer  f^'om  a  feries  of  aBually  exifting  fafls,  in  the 
only  province  in  which  the  miniftry  have  had  it  in  their  power 
to  afford  the  evidence  of  pofitive  fafta.  1  mean  the  province  of 
■Quebec.  At  the  fame  time  that  the  Ad  for  mak'^^g  more  ffftc* 
tual  provifion  for  tht  government  of  the  province  of  Qu  'jec  in 
North-America  pafied,  it  was  attended  by  another  aft,  tc  ejlablijh 
afundy  towards  the  farther  defraying  the  charg  i  f  the  ad  mini- 
Jlration  ofjuflice^  and  fupport  of  the  civil  governments  within  th: 
province  of  Quebec  in  America.  Between  thefe  two  afts,  I  think 
we  (hall  bring  the  point  to  proof.  In  the  firft  place,  you  might 
cxpeft,   that  the  claufe  of  the  warrant,  under  the  fign  manual, 

•  would  not  be  omitted  ;  neither  is  it  in  cffeft ;  the  only  difierencc 
is,  that  the  fign  manual,  required  in  this  inftance,  is  not  that  of  the 
crown,  but  that  of  the  minifter.  In  this  att,  the  total  revenue  of 
the  province  of  Quebec  is  configned,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  a 
warrant  from  the  firft  Lord  of  the  t  >t  afury,  for  the  purpofe  of 
penfioning  judges  during  pleafure,  and  to  fupport  a  civil  lift  to- 
tally unlimited  ;  and  from  the  pafting  of  this  a6t  to  this  very  ho\ir, 
a  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  without  controul  of  parliament,  has 
aftually  been  in  pofTeflion  of  the  revenues  of  one  American  pro- 
vince, under  the  authority  of  an  aft  of  parliament,  with  no  other 
obligation  exprefTed,  than  generally  to  defray  the  oxpences  of  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  to  fupport  civil  government.  The 
refidue^  as  before,  to  be  referved  for  the  difpofition  of  parliament. 
The  omifiion  of  the  royal  fignature,  and  the  fubftitution  of  the 
warrant  from  the  minifter,  does  not  make  any  elTential  difference 
in  the  cafe  to  be  uire,  but  ftil!  I  cannot  help  feeling  it,  as  an  infult 
fuid  contempt  not  only  thrown  upon  the  province,  but  a  degrada- 
*-  tion 


:■:■?  ■ 


iifm  of  the  dignity  of  g9Vfir<in*ent  in  the  mother-country,  |f 
th^  province  (houkl  9yer  hi£ife»it»r  \fc  iiMged  with  an  houjGe  pf 
jeprefentativey,  it  may  j>x(MAy  be  expefted,  that  they  ftiouid 
give  and  grant  their  njoney,  in  the  firft  inilance,  to  the  mimft«r ; 
and,  as  all  fciences  arc  in  a  rapid  ftate  of  improvenient.  an  Ame- 
rican  province  might,  in  procefs  ofiime,  hav£  come  to  be  admini- 
|ler«d  through  th«  warrant  of  a  petty  confi£d)le,  if  we  had  not  loft 
4hem  all  in  the  courfe  of  trying  thefe  curfed  experiments.  When 
I  reflefl  upon  fuch  circumftances  as  thefe,  I  feel  the  dignity  of 
parliament  degraded.  We  know  but  too  well,  in  the  prefent  coa- 
ilitution  of  parliament,  that  we  are  helplefs  in  the  hanjis  of  the 
minifterof  the  crown.  We  hardly  can  lift  our  ambition  tp  a 
jtigher  point,  than  to  fit  down  in  filence,  if  we  can  hope  tf)  hide 
our  difgrace.  If  the  counties  and  great  boroughs  of  this  country 
do  not  ftand  in  the  gap,  your  parliament  will  foon  be  reduced  to 
a  wretched  ftate  of  public  contempts  This  is  come  thus  inciden- 
tally from  me,  though  a  little  foreigi^  to  the  fpecial  fubje6l ;  but,  as  a 
lover  of  my  country,  it  is  a  grievance  which  fits  near  to  my  heart. 

But  to  return  to  the  miniderial  civil  lift  of  Quebec.  As  I  deaj 
in  vouchers,  I  will  give  you  the  addition  made  to  the  civil  lift  of 
this  province  fince  the  Quebec  revenue  aft.  I  have  taken  it  from 
Mr.  Baron  Maferes,  who  was  formerly  attorney-general  of  Quec 
bee,  and  who  has  ahvays  been  the  generous  patron  and  advocate 
of  the  liberties  of  that  province.  [Vide  Additional  Papers  con- 
ccrning  the  province  of  Ouel/ec,  p.  371.]  The  total  of  the  civil 
hft  of  Quebec  is  about  20,oool.  of  which  the  following  bill  is  a 
fpecimen.  You  will  obferve  that  many  of  the  articles  run  in 
addition  to  a  former  falary,  .'     ..     • 

♦  '  Per  Ani^Din. 

<•  To  the  Popifli  Bifhop  of  Quebec,  a  penfion  of        —        -^  £  ^90 

^*  To  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Province,  in  addition  to  his  fjilary,  %o.o 

V  To  the  Lieiitenant-Govenioj-,  who  iifed  formerly  neither  to  aft  as 

...  •*  Lieutenant-Governor,  nor  to  receive  any  pay  as  fuch,  during 

«*  the  prefence  of  the  Governor  in  Chief  of  the  province,  and 

**  who,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Governor  in  Chief,  ufed  to  receive 

««  half  the  Governor'*s  falary,  —  —  —  600 

**  To  ihe  Attorney-General  of  the  province^  in  addition  to  bis  falary^        1 50 

Confervators  of  the  Peace,  at  Quebec,  500!. 


a  three  Judges 
a  year  each,  n^aiting  togetjier       r~ 


1500 

«»  To 


tsoo 


2106 


9300 
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'*  iTo  three  Jiidgtei  6r  Confervators  of  the  Peace>  at  Montreal, 
"  5iooi.  a  yeat  each,         —  i~  ..  , 

«  a.  Bi  The  t\<^o  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Coirimon-Pleas  at  Quebec, 
**  and  thofe  of  the  Court  of  Common-Pleas  at  Montreal,  before 
**  the  iate  Qu^ebec  aft  took  place,  had  a  ialary  of  only  200I.  a 
**  year  each,  making  together  800I.  a  year  j  therefore,  the  in- 
"  creafe  of  the  expence  in  the  falaries  of  the  new  judges,  is  the 
**  difference  between  Joool.  and  800I.  a  year,  which  is      — 

*»  To  each  of  the  t  j  Members  of  the  Legiflative  Council  of  the  pro- 

'*  rjrice,a  falaryor  penfioti  of  loai.  fterlingayear,  making  together 

"  N.  ti.  All  theft  falaries  arc  not  to  be  given  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
**  in  feparate  payments,  ev«ry  time  they  attend  the  meeting  of  the  council 
*'  upoh  public  bufinefs,  but  are  fixed  falaries,  to  be  paid  them  whether 
*'  they  attend  thofe  meetings  or  not..  They  are  not  likely  to  have  muoli 
**  effeft  in  caufing  the  meetings  of  the  council  to  be  fully  attended.  The 
**  principal  effeft  of  them  will  probably  be,  to  make  the  members  of  the 
••  council  extremely  dependent  on  the  Crown  and  Governor,  or  (where 
*■*  from  the  highfpirit  of  particular  men,  it  fliall  not  have  thateffeft)  ttf 
'  **  mak^  them  be  confidered  by  the  people  as  if  they  were  fo,  and,  in  coiift* 
*«  qaence  of  that  opinion,  to  render  them  the  objefts  of  contempt." 

Thns  far  from  Mr.  Baron  Maferes.  -      s.  • 

You  fee,  by  this  fpecimen,  the  aftual  operation  of  a  meafure 
vefting  the  revenues  of  an  American  province  in  the  hands  of  a 
firft  Lord  of  the  Trcafury.  This  fpeeimen  is  only  the  increafe  of 
this  minifterial  civil  lift  at  Quebec  upon  pafling  the  revenue  aft 
of  that  province,  with  a  claufe  devoting  the  difpofuion  of  the  pro- 
duce to  a  minifler's  uncontrouled  warrant. 

I  will  now  give  you  the  civil  lift  of  this  province:  A  Governor, 
Lieutenant-governor,  Town-major,  Secretary,  Surveyor-general, 
Commiflary  of  ftores,  Superiritendaut  of  Indians,  Clerk  of  the 
Crown,  Chief  Juftice,  Judges^  Receiver-general,  Provoft-marflial, 
Attorney-general,  Judge  of  Admiralty,  Naval  Officer,  Collc6lor, 
Comptroller,  Agent,  Surveyor  of  Woods,  Infpetlor  of  Lands, 
Store -keeper  at  Quebec,  Clerk  of  the  Survey,  Revenue  Officers 
without  end ;  no  rellraint  upon  the  future  creation  ot  dependent 
<iSiccii  and  all  the  falaries  unlimited  and  during  the  pleafure  of 
the  crowii.  This  is  a  formidable  array  of  crown  dependents, 
Suppofe  then  this  Example  applied  to  all  the  other  colonies>  and 
take  from  thence  k  meafure  of  the  objeft  which  the  crown  at  leaft 

is 
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1$  contelling  for  in  America.  The  province  of  Quebec  contains 
about  three  or  four  thoufandBritifli  Canadians,  and  the  total  num- 
bers, though  not  accurately  determined,  ftill  do  not  exceed  the 
numbers  of  one  of  the  fmalleft  of  the  antient  colonies.  Then  take 
the  proportion  thus:  If  the  officers  of  the  civil  lift  at  Quebec,  in 
its  prefent  infant  ftate,  form  already  a  moft  formidable  regiment, 
and  their  eftabliihment  be  2o,oool.  a  year,  what  would  a  general 
civil  lift  and  its  eftabhfliment  throughout  America,  in  the  courfe 
of  twent/  years,  amount  to,  if  fuch  civil  lift  and  eftabliihment 
could  have  been  carried  into  efFeft  in  the  prefent  war  ?  The  an- 
fwer  would  be.  Millions.  The  courfe  of  the  reafoning  is  very 
ftiort.  America  ought  to  be  taxed  by  parliament :  Therefore 
Quebec  has  been  taxed ;  and,  according  to  the  claufe  in  the  gene- 
ral tax  aft,  which  extends  over  all  America,  introducing  the  war- 
rant by  fign  manual,  the  miniller  has  improve  1  upon  it  in  this  cafe» 
and  has  prevailed  upon  parliament  to  devote  the  whole  revenue 
fimply,  and  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  himfelf ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  the  falaries  and  penfions  upon  the  civil  lift  r^  Quebec,  are 
increafed  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  means  by  the  tax  aft. 
If  this  does  not  amount  to  proof  pofuive  of  the  charge  that  I  fet 
outwith,  viz.  of  eftabUftiing  an  influential  dominion  to  be  exercifed 
at  the  pleafure  of  the  crown,  through  the  means  of  an  iridependent 
revenue  at  the  difpofition  of  the  crown,  uncontrouled  by  parlia- 
ment, I  fliall  think  that  words  and  fafts  have  loft  all  power  of 
conviftion  upon  the  human  mind.     ' 

If  our  only  objeft  in  parliament  were  to  feek,  by  every  poflible 
means;  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  crown  and  the  influence  of 
the  minifter,  all  this  would  be  very  much  to  the  point ;  but  what 
intereft  have  our  conitituents,  the  people  of  England,  in  all  this  ? 
If  they  are  to  judge  by  the  fample  of  Quebec,  they  would  not  bq 
much  the  richer  for  an  American  revenue  :  What  then  are  we 
fighting  for  ?  Is  it  our  bufmefs  to  be  fpending  thirty  or  forty 
millions  of  the  money  of  our  conftituents,  for  the  purpofe  of  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  an  independent  crown  revenue,  difpofable 
by  fign  manual,  or  by  the  minifter,  together  with  a  general  civil 
lift  eftablifliment  over  a  whole  continent, — an  American  court 
calendar  unlimited  ? — This  may  be  an  objctl  for  the  miniflers  of  . 
the  crown.  They  hav?  fpared  neither  arts  nor  influence,  ncr  the 

moft 


[    65    ] 


raoft  unbounded  profuiion  of  all  poflible  ways  and  means,  to  ob- 
tain fo  defperate  an  end.  •    ,  ; ; ,  >  , 

I  will  now  ftate  to  you  the  influential  powers,  and  abfolute  do- 
minion, which  have  been  implicitly  furrendered  by  parliament 
into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  over  the  province  of  Quebec,  by  the 
a£l  for  eftablilhing  the  civil  government  of  that  province.  : 

The  government  of  Quebec  is  a  legal  parliamentary  defpotifm, 
committed  into  the  hands  of  the  crown  and  of  its  minifter.  The 
legiflature  of  Quebec  confifts  of  a  Governor,  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, and  twenty-three  Counfellors ;  all  of  them  appointed,  pen- 
fioned,  and  removeable  by  the  crown.  So  far  the  monarchy  is 
abfolute.  As  to  the  laws,  parliament  has  eftablifhed  the  French 
laws  in  civil  cafes,  and  the  Englifli  laws  in  criminal  cafes.  For 
how  long  ?  Until  theyjliall  be  varied  or  altered  by  any  ordinances 
thatjhall^  from  time  to  time,  be  pajfed  in  the Jaid  province,  by  the 
Governor, Lieutenant-governor,  and  any  nine  members  of  the  council, 
all  being  appointed,  penfioned,  and  removeable  by  the  crown. 
There  is  no  qualiBcation  whatever  required  for  a  feat  in  the  coun- 
cil. A  Crown  Governor,  with  nine  of  the  moft  profligate  perfons 
in  the  province,  or  even  with  nine  Canadian  favages,  if  the  min**. 
fter  Ihould  think  proper  to  recommend  them  to  the  crown  to  re 
of  the  council,  would  have,  under  the  aft  of  parliament,  a  right  in 
one  hour's  time,  to  vary  and  alter  every  law  of  the  province,  both 
civil  and  criminal ;  and  thus  a  Canadian  fubjeft,  who  may  think 
himfelf  protefted  by  an  a61  of  parliament,  may  be  legally  ftripped, 
under  that  very  aft,  of  every  right  of  man,  and  of  every  blefling  of 
life.  The  crown  is  thus  far  ftill  moft  abfolute,  above  any  laws  of 
the  land.  The  crown  can  appoint  oF  its  own  authority,  under  the 
aft,  any  courts  of  criminal,  civil,  and  ecclefiaJHcal  juri/diQion, 
within  and  for  the  faid  province  of  Q^uebec,  and  appoint,  from  time 
to  time,  the  judges,  and  off.cers  thereof  as  his  Majefly,  his  heirs, 
and fucceffors,Jhall  think  neceffary  and  proper  for  the  cir  cum/lan- 
ces of  the  faid  province.  There  is  no  exception  of  the  High 
Commiflion  Court  or  the  Star-chamber ;  parliament  has  forgot 
the  horrors  of  thofe  courts,  and  the  tyrannies  exercifed  by  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  crown  under  them.  Nay,  even  the  court  of  Inquifi- 
tion  itfelf,  or  the  torture,  may  be  introduced  by  a  council  of  nine, 
non  objiante^  any  provifion  made,  or  even  implied  in  the  aft  to  the 
contrary.    The  province  of  Quebec  has  petitioned  likewife«  as 
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othftr  colonies  have  done,  and  have  been  refufed  too.  They  havft 
petitioned  for  a  free  government,  and  for  a  reprefentativ*;  aflembly 
of  the  people.  It  has  been  refufed.  They  have  petitioned  againft 
illegal  imprifonment, — refufed.  The  Habeas  Corpus, — refufed. 
•Right  of  trial  by  juries, — refufed.  In  fhort,  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain  is  conftituted  as  abfolute  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  un- 
der an  a6l  recommended  to  parliament  by  the  minifters  of  the 
crown,  and  fupported  by  them,  as  any  defpot  that  ever  had  ex- 
iftence  in  the  world.  Every  thing  that  moves,  has  its  breath  from 
the  crown.  The  conftitution  of  Quebec  is  given  up,  unconditi- 
tionally  by  parliament,  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  and  the  reve- 
nues and  civil  lift  to  the  miniftcr.  Is  this  the  fyftem  which  we 
wifh  to  fpread  throughout  the  whole  continent  of  America  ?  I 
know  it  is  not.  The  parliament  and  people  of  England  have  been 
inveigled  and  deceived,  by  the  crafty  pretexts  of  an  infidious  ad- 
miniftration.  If  thofe  crafty  defigns  had  been  carried  into  aftual 
execution  it  would  be  vain  to  flatter  ourfelves,  that  any  remedy 
would  have  been  in  our  power.  We  cannot,  at  this  moment, 
command  the  remedy  for  the  province  of  Quebec ;  we  cannot 
now  take  them  from  under  the  abfolute  dominion  of  the  crown, 
and  reftore  them  to  a  free  government,  if  we  would.  The  crown 
has  an  abfolute  negative,  and  the  power  to  fruftrate  every  aft  of 
repentance,  when  it  comes  too  late. 

Think  with  yourfelves,  what  our  own  filuation  would  at  this 
moment  be,  if  the  power  of  the  crown  were  as  abfolute  throughout 
all  the  other  provinces  in  North- America,  as  it  is  over  the  con- 
ftitution and  revenues  of  Quebec.  With  a  the  forces  and  reve- 
nues of  that  continent  at  command j  the  crown  might  perhaps  talk 
in  another  llile  to  members  of  parliament,  from  that  which  its  mi- 
niflers  ufe  now.  What  have  we  to  do  with  fighting  battles  to  fet 
the  crown  at  the  head  of  all  the  force  and  revenues  of  conquered 
provinces  ?  It  was  the  fpoil  arid  plunder  of  conquered  provinces, 
which  brought  ruin  and  flavery  to  the  heart  of  the  Roman  empire. 
The  laft  ftruggling  pang  of  expiring  liberty  in  Caftile,  was  crufhed 
by  the  weight  of  power  derived  from  the  foreign  dominions  of 
Charles  the  Fifth  ;  who,  by  right,  was  only  the  limited  monarch 
of  Caftile ;  but  his  influence  as  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  Lord 
of  the  then  new  world  America,  added  to  Burgundy  and  Italy,  ex- 
tinguilhed  the  laft  gleam  of  liberty  in  Caftile.    The  ten  provinces 
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of  Burgundy,  in  the  time  of  Philip  the  Second,  fell  under  the 
weight  of  ?.n  American  revenue  and  power,  and  the  feven  nor- 
thern provinces,  which  finally  eftabliflied  their  freedom,  paid  near 
a  century  in  bloodfhed  for  the  purchafe.  Such  events  as  thefc 
will  now  not  happen  to  us.  The  minifters  of  the  crown  of  Grec  *- 
Britain  will  never  have  it  in  their  power  to  eflablifh  an  abfolute  do- 
minion throughout  North-America,  as  they  have  done  in  Quebec. 
Bit  it  is  evident  enough  what  they  would  have  done,  if  they  had 
had  the  power,  by  what  they  have  done  in  the  province  of  Quebec, 
which  was  in  their  power.  The  tree  is  to  be  judged  of  by  the  fruit. 

When  I  fpeak  of  the  crown,  I  always  mean  the  miniflers  of 
the  crown.    It  is  the  true  and  conftitutional  way  of  confidering 
that  branch  of  the  legiflature.     All  Kings  fpeeches  in  parliament, 
a!l  proclamations,  all  anfwers,  or  refufal  to  anfwer  petitions,  are 
confidered  as  the  a6ls  of  the  minifter,  for  which  he  is  refponfible. 
We  are  infenfibly  led  likewife  to  fpeak  fometimes  of  a£ls  of  par- 
liament, as  the  afts  of  the  minifter.   This  is  a  bad  omen.    I  fear  it 
is  too  true,  that  the  influence  of  the  minifter  in  parliament  is 
nearly  irrefiltible.  There  are  fo  many  infignificant  boroughs  which 
fend  members  to  parliament,  that  parliamentary  reprefentation 
cannot  be  faid  to  be  taken  from  the  mafs  of  the  people.     One  oi 
my  principal  reafons  for  troubling  you  with  thefe  long  letters  is, 
to   teftify  the  extreme  deference  that  I  pay  to  my  conftituents. 
Having  the  honour  to  reprefent  a  borough  of  the  firft  importance 
in  the  kingdom,  I  mean  to  profefs  my  duty  publicly  to  them,  and 
to  feek  their  confidence,  by  opening  my  heart  to  them.     If  fuch 
an  intercourfc  were  more  frequently  kept  nn  between  the  confti- 
tuents and  the  rcprefentative,  it  would  at  ai)  limes  be  eligible,  and 
in  times  when  public  danger  threatens,  it  would  be  of  the  utmoft 
importance.     I  fear  that  times  of  danger  are  coming  upon  us,  by 
the  obltinate  mifcondiir*  of  our  minifters.     I  confcfs  to  you  I  fee 
no  way  clear  before  me.     Are  you  p  (pared  for  taxes  upon  taxes, 
year  alter  year,   in  a  war  with  America  and  the  Houfc    '  Bour- 
bon ?     Are  you  provided  with  another  thirty  or  forty  millions  ? 
If   thefe  things  come,  they  will  not  lie  at  my  door.     It  is  y- n 
minifters  who  have  exhaufted  your  ireafures,  and  wafted  the  blood 
of  your  countrymen  in  vain,  to  deliver  you,  weak  and  defencdcfs, 
to  your  natural  enemies.     This  is  the  profpeO;  which  you  owe  to 
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nlfterial  meafures  in  Amenca.  That  danger  was  at  too  great  a  dlf- 
tance  to  g''*e  in  mediate  alarm,  and  would  probably  have  ftolen 
infenfibly  up'  u  yju ;  but  for  thefe  imriediate  evils  which  are  now 
preffing  upon  you,  I  wilh  thofe  who  brought  you  into  them,  could 
(hew  you  the  way  ou:t.  All  re-conne£lion  with  America,  as  a  de- 
pendent part  of  the  empire,  is  out  of  fight.  Then  what  i%  hh  but 
reconciliation  ?  I  am  confident,  that  there  is  no  implacable  ha- 
tred between  the  people  ot  England  and  the  people  of  kmeikii. 
The  contention  has  been  between  the  rainiftfirs  of  lie  cro\^  ;i,  and 
our  late  fellow-fubje61;s  in  America,  They  vnow  that  the  people 
of  Eisgland  have  been  Received,  and  that  paJiament  has  been 
miflei'  by  miniilers.  They  know  th^  weak  pait  of  our  conftitu- 
tiion,  and  that  mvm  minifterial  meafures  get  tlie  i>.rccnd.:im  in 
parliament,  no  j  iaonflrance  or  realbn  can  prevail.  They  im- 
pute their  injuries  lo  v:ae  malice  of  the  minifters  of  the  crown, 
and  to  the  deceptit-n.i  impofcd  upon  the  public.  They  believe 
Briions  to  *:  e  too  geiierous  to  refufe  that  freedom  to  others  know- 
ingly, which  they  have  themfelvts  recovered  by  refi-Uance  to  the 
mini.lers  of  the  crown,  in  their  attempts  upon  Britifli  liberty. 
The  road,  therefore,  is  ftill  open  to  national  reconciliation  between 
Great-Britaiii  and  America. 

I  am, 
With  the  greareft  Refpeft  and  Confideration, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  much  obliged,  and 

faithful  humble  Sen'ant, 


Sodbury^  Sept.  24,  1778. 


D.   HARTLEY. 


the  Right  Worjhipful  the  Mayor  and  Corporation t 
7i>  ihe  Worjhipful  '^'  Wardens ^  and 
Corporation  of  the  Trr    < .  Houfe,  and  to  tht 

Worthy  Burgejjes  of 
TheTovm  o/*  Kingston-upon  HuLt. 


tETTER 


i?...,.;::^ 


E  69  ] 


• .  >i,ii  .1.., . » 


•T'. 


LETTER     III. 


r:";r.""^ 


Gentlemen, 
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T  THINK  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  I  have  demonftrated  to 
you  the  real  obje6ls,  in  purfuit  of  which  this  fatal  American 
war  has  been  undertaken,  and  fo  inflexibly  perfifted  in.     As  the 
event  of  the  war  has  proved  unfuccefsful,  the  minifters  find  them- 
felves  not  only   refponfible  for  a  heavy  account  due  to  their 
country,  but  doubly  chagrined  by  the  difappointment  and  defeat 
of  their  own  clandeftine  views.     Under  this  charge  of  refponfibi- 
lity  to  their  country,  and  of  private  chagrin  in  their  own  minds, 
they  are  fecking  about  to  exonerate  themfelves  of  that  refponfi- 
bility,  by  imputing  the  fatal  difgraces  and  deftrufclion,  which  have 
been  the  confequences  of  their  own  headftrong  meafures,  to  the 
oppofition  of  fome  party  in  this  country,  whom  they  charge  with 
having  fomented  and  encouraged  the  troubles  in  America.    They 
fee  and  confefs  the  defperate  ftate  into  which  they  have  plunged 
their  country,  and,  to  thofe  queftions  to  which  that  country  now 
calls  loudly  for  an  anfwer,  viz.  Who  has  torn  America  from  us  ? 
Who  haS  wafted  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  our  money  ?     Who 
has  deftroyed  the  lives  of  thoufands  of  our  countrymen  ?     Who 
has  expofed  us  defencelefs  to  our  natural  enemies  ?  &c.  &c. ;   they 
would  tell  you,  that  it  is  the  Minority  in  Parliament.     Sucii 
fuggeftions  as  thefe  are  thrown  out,  with  no  fmall  induftry,  by  the 
partizansof  adminiftration,  not  I  think  with  much  effe6l;  becaufe, 
upon  the  lead  •  -"fleftion,  the  reafon  afcribed  niuft  be  confidered  as 
'nadequate ;   and  becaufe  a  degree  of  efficacy  is  thus  imputed  to  a 
fmall  Minority,  which  is  contradiftory  to  the  alfertion  itfelf. 
But  as  I  wilh  to  obviate  f'  a  infinuations  which  are  implied  in  this 
charge,  I  will  meet  it  dire6lly,  iiut  as  an  invidious  report,  circula- 
ted by  minifterial  agents,  but  as  an  accufation  which  has  been 
brought  in  charge  by  the  higheit  authority :  1  mean  the  royal  au- 
t>-nrity.    The  King's  proclamatiou,  of  the  23d  of  Augult  1775, 
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afTerts  dire£lly.  That  there  ij  rea/in  to  apprehend ^  that  fuch  rebel- 
Hon  has  been  much  promoted  and  encouraged  by  the  traiterous  cor- 
rejpondence,  coitn/eii,  and  comfort^  of  divas  wicked  and  dejperate 
ferfons  within  this  realm.  This  is  a  heavy  cliarge,  not  to  be  wan- 
tonly thrown  out,  in  order  to  excite  dilFentions,  and  a  fufpicion 
in  cverv  T-an  of  his  neighbour.  It  is  now  three  years  fince  this 
very  ferious  and  alarming  charge  has  been  made  againft  divers  (as 
pretended)  traiterous  perfons.  Not  one  perfon  has  been  con- 
vifted,  or  even  tried,  nor  has  any  enquiry  of  notoriety  been  made; 
therefore,  I  think,  I  am  juftified  to  fay,  that  it  was  wantonly 
thrown  out,  unlefs  his  MajeAy's  miniAers  think,  it  their  duty  to 
Jpread  the  leaven  of  difcord  throughout  every  part  of  his  dominions. 
I  will  endeavour  to  fhcw  you,  that  thofe  perfons,  who  have 
oniformly  oppofed  the  minifterial  fyftcm  of  meafures  in  America, 
have  neither  incited  nor  encouraged,  nor  have  been  inflruraen- 
ta!  to  the  fuccefs  of»  the  American  refiftance  to  any  of  the  juft 
claims  of  this  country.  1  fliall  take  this  queflion  in  one  view, 
isom  the  period  of  the  ftamp  a£l,  and  fhall  confider  all  the  oppo- 
fers  of  the  American  meafures,  both  within  the  Houfe  and  out  of 
it,  as  one  party  and  clafs  of  men,  without  any  diftin6lion  of  any 
different  points  upon  which  they  may  feverally  have  laid  the 
principal  foundation  of  their  refpe6iive  oppofitions.  With  re- 
fpe£l  to  the  general  charge,  that  it  is  the  party,  called  the  Oppo- 
fitlon,  which  has  brought  things  to  the  prefent  pals,  they  are  all 
to  be  confidered  in  one  body,  intitled  in  the  minideriai  ilyle»  di- 
vers wicked  and  dejperate  perfons.  Thefe  wicked  and  dejperate 
perfons  mufl  either,  in  the  firft  place,  have  originally  fuggefted  to 
the  Americans  thofe  doftrines  and  principles  which  have  led  tbem 
to  refiftance;  or,  fecondjy,  they  muft  have  promoted  and  encou- 
raged their  refinance  by  traiterous  correfpondencies,  eounfels, 
comfort,  arms,  ammunition,  money,  or  intelligence ;  or,  thirdly, 
it  muft  be  owing  to  a  fmall  Minority  in  parhament,  and  to  a  party 
not  very  large  of  wicktd  and  dejperate  perfons  out  of  doors,  that 
every  plan  which  has  been  conceived  in  the  wifdom  of  his  Maje- 
ily's  minifters,  and  concerted  under  their  direftion  for  four  years 
together,  has  proved  unfuccefsful,  both  by  fea  and  land,  throughout 
every  a6l  and  operation  of  the  war.  "v.   i;  ;:  ti^   . 
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principles  of  refiflance,  Aands  thus :  The  firft  fyllable  that  was 
ever  uttered  in  parliament,  upon  the  fubjcB  of  American  taxa- 
tion, as  denying  the  right  to  exift  in  this  country,  was  in  Janu- 
ary 1766,  by  the  Ea'  1  of  Chatham,  then  Mr.  Pitt.  If  I  can  fhew, 
two  years  before  this,  tlie  unlverfal  denial  in  America  of  the  right 
of  taxation  thus  claimed  by  parliament,  I  think  the  firfl  point  will 
be  fully  proved,  viz.  that  the  party  called  the  Oppofition  did  not 
fuggeft  to  the  Americans  thofe  do£lrines  and  principles  upon  which 
they  have  refifted  parliamentary  taxation.  I  (hall  proceed  the  true 
road  of  proof,  viz.  by  authentic  vouchers.  The  period  now  in  view 
is  the  year  1764,  previous  to  the  pafling  of  the  ftamp  a£t,  of  Vt^hich 
notice  had  beengiven,that  it  would  be  propofed  to  parliament  in  the 
enfuing  feflions,  viz.  in  176^.  When  this  news  arrived  in  America, 
all  the  ferious  and  difcerning  men  there  faw  through  the  whole 
of  the  queftion  at  the  firft  glance ;  and  aflerted,  in  the  mofl  abfo- 
lute  terms,  the  rights  of  the  colonies  not  to  be  taxed  unreprefen- 
ted.  There  were  no  mobs  or  tumultuous  diflurbances.  The  pro- 
ceedings which  I  am  going  to  (late,  were  of  the  houfes  of  aflem- 
bly  of  three  of  the  mod  principal  colonies  in  America,  viz.  Maf- 
lachufet's-Bay,  New- York,  and  Virginia,  all  in  1764.  And  firll 
for  Maffachufet's-Bay. —  «  ,      ,; 

;  On  the  13th  of  June  1764,  they  write  thus  to  their  agent,  Mr, 
Manduit :  "  No  agent  of  this  province  has  power  to  make  icfs 
"  conceflions  in  any  cafe,  without  exprefs  orders;  and  the  filence 
"  of  the  province  fhould  have  been  imputed  to  any  caufe,  even  to 
"  defpair,  rather  than  to  be  conflrued  into  a  tacit  ceflion  of  their 
"  rights,  or  an  acknowledgement  of  a  right  in  the  parliament  of 
"  Great-Britain  to  impofe  taxes  upon  a  people  who  are  not  repre- 
"  fented  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons."  Again — **  If  the  Colonifts 
"  are  to  be  taxed  at  pleafure,  without  any  reprefenta  a  parlia- 

"  ment,  what  will  there  be  to  diftinguifh  them,  in  point  of  liberty, 
"  from  the  fubjefts  of  the  moft  abfolute  prince  ?  If  we  are  to  be 
"  taxed  at  pleafure  without  our  confent,  will  it  be  any  confolation 
"  -0  :s  that  we  are  to  be  aflfefled  by  an  hundred  inftead  of  one? 
*-^  U  we  are  not  reprefented,  we  are  flaves."  Again — "Equity 
**  and  juflice  require,  that  the  power  of  laying  prohibitions  on  the 
<•  dominions  which  are  not  reprefented  in  parliament,  fhould  be 
*^  ^xervifed  with  great  modwation.  But  this  had  better  be  ex* 
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"  crclfcd  with  the  greatcft  rigour,  thiui  the  power  of  taxing; 
"  for  this  laft  is  the  grand  barrier  oi  Brltifli  Hberty,  which,  if  once 
*'  broken  down,  all  is  loft.  In  a  word,  a  people  may  be  free 
••  and  tolerably  happy,  without  a  particular  branch  of  trade,  but 
«'  without  the  privilege  ui  affeffwig  their  own  taxes  they  can  be 
•*  neither.  Inclofcd  you  v.  ■'.'  h  iVf*  a  brief  account  of  the  rights  of 
"  the  colonies,  dravv^  u[  !>v  om.  ,>f  our  members,  (Mr.  Otis)  which 
"  you  are  to  make  the  bell  ufs  of  in  your  power,  with  the  addition 
*•  of  fuch  arguments  as  your  own  good  fenfe  will  fuggeft.  The 
•*  Houfe  refl  affured,  that  nothing  will  be  omitted  that  may  have  a 
"  tendency  to  lave  the  province  fror^  ''v^  ,g  ruin."     Thus  far 

MafiTachufet's-Bay  ;  who,  as  early  as  June  1764,  afferted  their 
claims  agri'-nll  unreprefented  taxation  in  the  moft  abfolute  terms, 
and  that  i\  •  apprehenfion  of  being  fo  taxed  threatened  impend- 
ing ruin. 

The  affembly  of  New-York  is  the  next,  who,  in  an  addrefs  to 
Governor  Colden,  expi  efs  the  fame  fentiments.  "  We  hope  your 
"  honour  will  hcurtiiy  join  with  us  in  an  endeavour  to  fecure  that 
"  great  badge  of  Englifh  liberty,  of  being  taxed  only  with  our 
*•  own  confent,  to  which  we  conceive  all  his  Majefty's  fubjc  .,  at 
"  home  and  abroad,  are  intitled."  They  likewife  fent  three  re- 
prefentations  and  petitions  to  their  agent,  to  be  prefented  to  the 
King,  the  Lords,  and  the  Commons,  which  met  with  the  fate  of 
all  other  American  petitions.  But  what  is  moft  remarkable  of 
all  is,  that  this  very  colony  of  New- York,  which  has  been  always 
thought  to  be  the  m  0.  mod'^fate,  fo  ir  as  to  be  called,  on  this 
fide  the  water,  a  very  courtly  and  rainifterial  colony,  full  of 
friendly  to  government,  'va-  the  very  firft  colony  which  came  in  a 
houfe  of  alTembly  to  fprcad  the  alarm  tiirouffhout  the  whole  con- 
tinent of  America,  by  a  circular  letter.  »j  early  as  the  year  1764, 
even  before  the  pafling  of  the  fta  i  aft  and  merely  upon  the  ap- 
prehenfion of  fuch  an  aft  taking  ^  ^^e ;  to  zealous  and  determined 
w^re  they,  from  the  very  firft,  to  affert  and  fupport  their  rights  of 
not  being  taxed  in  a  BritiCh  parliament.  "  Ordered,  That  the 
"  committee  appointed  to  correfpond  wi»h  the  agent,  be  alfo  a 
"  committee,  during  the  recefs  of  the  houfe,  to  write  to,  and  cor- 


•< 


refpond  with,  the  fevcral  affemblies  on  this  continent,  on  the 

fubjeft  matter  of  the  Sugar- A^,  &c,  ^nd  a\(o  on  the  fubjeft  of 
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"  impending  dangers  which  threaten  the  colonies,  of  being  taxed 
"  by  laws  to  be  pafled  In  Gi  ■     -Britain." 
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The  colony  of  Virginia  comes  next.  The  counfel  and  burgcflci 
fent  an  addrefs  to  the  crown,  a  memorial  to  the  Lords,  and  a  re- 
monllranre  to  the  Commons,  protefting,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
againlt  the  claim  of  taxation  in  the  BritKh  parliament.  To  the 
King — "  That  your  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pJeafed  to  proteft 
•*  your  people  of  this  colony,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  ineftimable 
•*  right  of  being  governed  by  fuch  laws,  refpefting  their  internal 
"  policy  and  taxation,  as  are  derived  from  their  own  confent, 
**  with  the  approbation  of  their  Sovereign."  To  the  Lords — • 
*'  Your  memorialifts  conceive  it  to  be  a  fundamental  principle  ot 
"  the  Britiih  conftitutlon,  without  which  Freedom  can  no  where 
"  exift,  that  ^he  people  •"'e  not  fubjeft  to  any  taxes  but  fuch  as  are 
*•  laid  on  them  by  their  jwn  confent,  or  by  thofe  who  are  legally 
appointed  to  reprefent  them.  Your  memorialifts  are,  therefore, 
led  into  an  humble  confidence,  that  your  Lordfliips  will  not 
"  think  any  reafon  fufficient  to  fupport  fuch  a  power  in  the  Bri- 
"  tilh  parliament,  where  the  colonies  cannot  be  reprefented  ;  a 
*•  p  ver  never  before  conftitutionally  affumed,  and  which,  if  they 
"  have  a  right  to  exercife  on  any  occafion,  muft  neceflarily  efta-^' 
*'  blifli  this  melancholy  truth, — that  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies 
*•  a'-e  flaves  to  Britons,  from  whom  they  are  defcended."  To  the, 
H  .fe  of  Commons — "They  conceive  it  is  effential  to  Britiih 
'•  liberty,  that  laws,  impofing  taxes  on  the  people,  ought  not  to 
**  be  made  without  the  confent  of  reprefentatives  chofen  by  them- 
*•  felves;  who,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  are  acquainted  with  the 
"  circumftances  of  their  conftituents,  fuftain  a  proportion  of  the 
**  burthen  laid  on  them.  And  the  remonftrants  do  not  difcern  by 
what  diftinftion  they  can  be  deprived  of  that  facred  birth-right, 
and  moft  valuale  inheritance,  by  their  fellow -fubj efts,  nor  with 
"  what  propriety  they  can  be  taxed  or  afiefted  in  their  eftates,  by 
"  the  parliament,  wherein  they  are  not,  and  indeed  cannot,  con-» 
"  ilitutiorially  be  reprefented."  Thus  far  for  the  year  1764.  All 
hefc  refol^itions  and  proceedings  were  afferted  and  taken  in  Ame- 
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^ica  near  two  years  beforp  any  m^ra^cjf  of  tl^p  ^nuH^  p^rJi^ro^/U 
uttered  a  fingle  fyllable.  d?n|jr^  ^bf  rigf}^  9f  Bf^l^f^^J^  4^** 
lion  over  America. 

AH  this  was  before  the  pafling  of  the  ftanip  a£l.  < 

Immediately  after  the  pafTing  pf  th«  ft^mp  9^i  9n4  Ai)^  PUie  y<e9r 
before  any  oppofuion  to  the  right  >yas  mi^^  in  pMlJaingnt,  t)|i; 
whole  continent  of  America  was  |n  (laipjcy.  f^y^iry  afftinnbly  on  the 
continent  denied  and  oppofed  p^rljan^^p^ry  t^^atioHi  io  thp  ipoft 
violent  and  abfolute  terms.  There  w^s  4  Cfsn^ral  Copgrefs,  i(i  the 
year  1765,  (the  firil  American  jCopgr^fs  tp  r^fift  thp  c)^i(pvS  of  par- 
liament) aflembled  at  New-Vor^,  which  took  \\i^  f?»ra?  grounds  of 
opp9fuion  and  refillance.  Thiis  ypu  f<^§  nP  p^rty  ip  this  country 
fugge||ed  either  the  original  pfi^^iples  to  th?  An)$rici)ps,  pr  the 
icjea  of  a  Qvi^''^!  C^ongr^fs  {  ^r  it  is  thi$  Qqngi^ef^,  of  thp  ysar 
1765,  which  is  the  foundation  of  ^1|  AiT^^ri^aq  Cgx^gx^ff^^,  J,i  I 
were  to  give  you  half  ^he  vq^e^,  reiolutiqps«  ^(^d  pi:p9Q9din^f  pf 
(his  Congrcfs,  and  of  the  f<5vera^  affernbli^s  in  thi^  year  J765,  I 
Hiould  fill  a  large  volunie.  A^^(^9."g^  t^'efe  d^\e&  q(the  year  <;n65 
were  antecedent  to  any  opppfition  of  thp  3riti(h  right  ifl  p^rha*- 
ment  to  tax  America ;  yet  the  ground  feetps  to  he  ftrangier,  and 
more  decifive  to  my  prefent  argument,  as  taken  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  preceding  year  1764,  upon  the  mere  apprehenfion 
of  the  flamp  a6^.  However,  as  I  take  this  to  be  a  materia)  point  to 
bring  to  proof,  I  will  juft  quote  to  you  a  few  of  the  principal  votes 
and  refolutions  of  the  year  1765,  which  was  the  year  immediately 
preceding  the  time  in  which  any  oppofition  was  mentioned  in  par- 
liament to  the  right.  I  will  confine  myfelf  t(f  Virginia,  Pennfvl- 
vania,  and  the  General  Congrefs  aflembled  at  New-^ork. 

"  Houfcof  Burgeflcs,  of  Yirginifj,  Miiy  49,  17^5. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  taxation  of  the  people  by  themfelves, 
*'  or  by  perfons  chofen  by  themfelves,  to  reprefent  there,  who  can 
"  only  know  what  taxes  the  people  are  able  to  bear,  or  the  ea- 
<•  fieft  method  of  raifing  them,  and  muft  themfelves  be  a£Re€led 
**  by  every  tax  laid  upon  the  people,  is  the  only  fecurity  againft 

"  a  burthen- 
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*•  i  btmHwrttrnfe  fs6citV6h;  aTjrf  tli'i  (filtingtilffiing  c^ara^crftlic  of 
♦•  Britini  IVeccTM;  Withbiit  which  tlii  slhti^m  co"ri!(liliiti6n' cannot 
"exift."    •  -  ' 

"  Refolvcd,  That  his  Majcfty's  liege  people  of  this  his  moil 
*♦  antient  and  loyal  Colony  have,  without  interruption,  enjpye4 
"  the  ineftimable  right  of  being  governed  by  fuch  laws,  refpefl- 
*'  ing  their  internal  polity  and  taxation,  as  are  derived  from  their 
"  own  corifcnt,  witK  the  approbation  of  their  Sovereign  or  hit 
*'  fubftitiites,  arid  that  the  faine  hath  Been  cbiiftantly  recognized 
"  b/  the  Kiifg  and  the'  peopfe  of  Great-Britaih." , 

In  the  peaceablid  colony  of  Perinfyivania,  they  came  to  the  f<^- 
lowing:  unanimous  Refolutibns : — 

,  .:  -  "In  A(fettibly,Sfef>i'.rf'i,  i/6'5;   ; 

"  Rdtlvt!*;  ftitin.cM.  TliiVit  is  the  intereff',  Bii-th-rlgtit,  aiiH 
♦*  indubitable  privilege  of  ev«*y'  Britilh  fubjirft;  td  be  t^xi*<f  oifljr 
"  by  bis'owncoiffent,  or  that'of  hi*  l«^f  repi-ftrei^(a<ives,  in^cW 
•♦  jiinaron \^th  hi4  MaJ«fty  of  his  fdlilftituteji     '  {- -'^    :i..v^^f:fA 

"  RcfdlVea,  nm.con\  Thit  the 'orifj'' legal  rtffffe'ftrtta'livi^^ 
"  inhabitartts  of  this  pbvirtie,  affe  thfe  pfef  fohs' they-  ^Mi'A\ft\M 
"  to'ferve  ar rtiembeM  of  affeffihiy. 

"  ReroM^^'tHi^erofe^  wJ»»*/f^?That'thFtMVfon'oft^  pfe8i.. 
*•  pie  of  this  province  by  any  other  perfons  whatfoever,  than  fuch 
•*  theif  repreferitativies  in  auenibty,  is  uhcohftitutional,* '  aiid  fub- 
"  vfef five  of  their  moft' valuable  rights.'*  ,  / 

Thdlaft  aflieles  which  I  (h^!l  p^bdiYdfe  u^bh'thW  hfeia,'areriWt? 
refdrfations,  among bany  others,  declilrafofy- of' thWrigfits  of  tKl? 
colorties,  by  thfe  GenSei'al  CoHgi^fs  of  NeMr-York,  0€V.  \^i\j^^i' 

**  ttat  the  only  reprefentatTves  of  the  people  of  thefe  cblonie.%, 

"  are'  perfons  chbfen  therein  by  themfelves ;  and  that  no  taxies 

"  ever  have  beeii,  or  can  be,  conftitutionally  impofedon  them  but 

"  by  theiV  refpefltive  legiflatures.  ,  .  .         ^  :.!^  | ,  »^j^^ 

"  That  all  fupplies  to  the  crov/n  being  free  gifts  of  the  people, 

'     **  it  is  unreafonable,  and  inconfiilent  with  the  principles  and  fpirit 

"  of 


"  of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  for  the  people  of  Great-Britain  to 

"grant  to  his  Majefty  the  property  of  the  colonifts."    >  ? :;:  v'l   • 

*  ■•■■', 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  point,  that  I  may  bring  it  up 
to  the  fulleil  proof  pofitivr ,  .iiat  the  perfons  who  have  oppofed  the 
ruinous  and  deftruftive  meafures  of  adminiflration,  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  American  war,  for  many  years  together,  have  not 
been  the  original  exciters  of  the  difturbances  in  America ;  for  I 
have  obferved,  that  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  difperfe  fuch 
an  opinion  abroad.  When  times  -^f  public  diftrefs  come,  and  mi- 
nifters  are  called  upon  by  their  injured  country  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  confequences  of  their  mifcondu£i,  the  violence  of 
party  rage  will  feize  any  pretext  whatfoever,  without  the  leaft 
regard  to  truth  or  jiiftice ;  for  which  reafon  I  take  this  prefent 
time,  while  things  are  tolerably  cool,  to  lay  before  you  the  docu- 
ments of  demonftration ;  that  the  party,  who  have  uniformly  op- 
pofed this  fatal  American  war,  did  not  originally  fuggeft  to  the 
Americans  the  principles  which  have  led  them  to  reiiftance  to  this 
<:ountry.  If  the  advice  of  that  party  of  real  friends  to  their  coun- 
try had  been  followed,  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  honour, 
peace,  and  profperity  of  this  nation,  though  minifters  may  wifh 
to  have  them  confidered  as  wicked  and  defperate  perfons.  ), 

Having  laid  thus  much  as  to  the  faft,  give  me  leave  to  fay  one 
Word  as  to  the  juftice  of  the  principles,  independent  of  the  quef- 
tion,  whether  they  originated  in  this  country  or  in  America;  be- 
(jiavife,  if  -the  principles  are  jufl  and  conformable  to  the  Britifli 
cppftitution,  ard  to  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  I  cannot  fee  that  it 
would  have  been  criminal,  if  we  had  pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  Ame- 
ricans upon  thefe  grounds,  as  beiilfig  our  then  fel.low-fubjefts,  I 
beg  *o  explain  for  myfelf,  that  in  the  very  beginning  of  thefe 
troubles,  the  great  caufe  which  influenced  my  conduft,  was  the 
confideration  of  the  iniuftice  of  the  foundatir  "«t  ok  I'le  war  on  the 
part  of  this  country.    I  did^  and  do  ftill,  and  «.       fliall,  conceive 
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it  to  be  unjuft,  and  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  Britilh'con- 
ftitutlon,  to  tax  unreprefented  colonies  in  a  Britifh  parliament, 
who  are  to  fave  the  money  of  their  conftituents  and  of  them- 
felves,  in  proportion  as  they  tax  thofe  who  are  unreprefented,  and 
this  moreover  without  any  confideration  of  the  then  exifting  mo- 
nopoly of  the  American  trade,  which  ftood  in  the  place  of  taxa- 
tion, and  was  a  full  equivalent.  I  fay  this,  becaufe  I  would  not 
have  my  denial  ot  the  faft  attended  with  a  long  feries  of  proofs, 
together  with  fome  apparent  inddftry  in  the  invefligation,  to  im- 
ply on  my  part  an  adniiflion  of  the  criminality  of  the  charge  if  it 
had  been  true. 


I  now  come  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  queftion,  viz.  "  Whether 
**  any  perfons  have  promoted  and  encouraged  the  a6lual  refiftancc 
"  of  America,  by  any  traiterous  correfpondencies,  counfels,  com- 
"  fort,  arms,  ammunition,  money,  or  intelligence  ?'*  This  is  much 
too  ferious  a  charge  for  infmuation,  unlefs  it  can  be  proved,  which 
it  certainly  cannot  be,  becaufe  it  is  notorioufly  not  true.  The  very 
charge  would  imply  the  higheft  degree  of  culpatlenefs  in  mini- 
fters,  if  in  a  cafe  which  parliament  has  ftamped  with  the  name  of 
rebellion,  and  knowing  of  any  fuch  things,  they  have  not  brought 
them  to  proof,  or  fufpefting,  have  not  made  the  moft  fcrutinizing 
enquiry.  But,  perhaps,  without  charging  the  whole  of  this  black 
catalogue,  a  party  in  this  country  may  have  encouraged  the  Aine- 
ricans ;  to  which  I  will  very  frankly  fay,  that  I  do  verily  believe 
it,  and  admit  it.  The  Americans,  who  laid  their  firft  foundations 
in  thofe  principles  which  I  have  juft  enumerated,  have  known 
very  well,  that  there  were  many  perfons  in  this  country,  who 
thought  thofe  foundations  to  be  juft,  folid,  and  conftitutional. 
Then  what  encouragement  did  thefe  perfons  give  to  the  Ameri- 
cans ?  They  encouraged  them  to  perfift  by  petitions,  addrefles, 
and  remonftranccs,  to  the  King,  the  Lonls,  and  the  Commons,  to 
ftate  their  grievances,  and  claims  of  rights,  and  to  pray  for  redrefs. ' 
In  purfuance  of  this  encouragement,  they  did  accordingly  perfift 
in  petitions,  memorials,  and  remonftranccs,  for  many  years,  viz. 
from  the  year  1764  to  1775.    All  iheir  petitions  were  uniformly 

rejefted 
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tojc^duTf&eaifd ;  aivl  v^n  the  Ametmm  i0^f€  attacked  with  ^ 
great  armament  by  fe»  and  hmd,  they  ri^n-  refifted  by  arms.  Then 
which  way  did  tlie  encowrrigement  which  tl»ey  received  from  th^ir 
friends  in  this  country  operate  ?    It  operated  to  make  th^m  etti- 
ploy  their  time  in  dra>wing  petitions,  imd  waiting  for  a  hearingi 
inftead  of  providing-  themfelves  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
all  the  means  of  refiftance;  and  therefore,  fo  far  from  obftrufting, 
the  exertions  of  this  country,  has  contributed  very  much  to  faci- 
litate the  operation  of  them.     For  inftance,   in  the  year  1775^. 
when  the  hew  Secretary  of  State  for  the  American  department 
came  into  office,  and  when  all  things  put  on  a  new  appearatKe, 
I  cannot  fay  of  vigorous  meafures,  becaufe  there  was  neither  judg- 
ment nor  vigour  in  any  of  thetn,  but  at  leaft  of  an  inflexible  dif- 
pofition,  to  do  nothing  but  by  fire  and  fword  ;  could-  it  be  thought 
pf  otherwife,  than  as  an  evident  advantage  to  the  operation  of  hifr 
meafiires,  that  the  Americans  (hould  be  amufed  with  expe6);ing  » 
propitious  anfwer  to  their  petition ;   and  that,  in  the  very  next 
breath  to  that  which  told  them  that  they  (hould  receive  no  anfwer* 
to  their  petition^,  an  army  of  50,000  or  60,000  men  ftiould  be  reaf- 
dy  to  fall  upon  them.    Thus  far,  therefore,  the  encouragement 
given  to  America  to  perfift  in  petitioning,  and  in  every  conftitti- 
tional  mode  of  application  for  redrefs,  was  the  fartheft  in  the 
workl  from  being  criminal,  and  the  bell  calculated  to  have  pro- 
duced peace  and  re-union.     When  the  die  was  fatally  decided 
for  implacable  and  unrelenting  war,  who  then  from  this  country 
aided,  abetted,  comforted,,  or  encouraged  America  ?     If  any  one. 
did,  as  I  faid  before,  that  fliould  be  proved.     But  the  next  ftep 
on  the  part  of  the  Americans  was,  the  declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, which  certainly  was  not  encouraged  from  this  fide  of  the. 
water.    The  very  charge,  as  implying  an  infidious  infmuation  of' 
felf'intcrefted  views  of  any  party  in  ihiscountr)'  to  raife  themfelves 
into  power  and  importance  upon  the  ftroulders  of  America  in  this 
conteft,  is  contradiflory  to  itfclf ;  for-  what  party  either  did  or' 
could   think  it  for  their  perfonal  intereft,  that  the  Americans'" 
fhould  declare  themfelves  independent  ?   None.    The  declaration 
of  independence  defeated  every  polTible  means  of  making,  an  in- 
Urument  of  America,  to  rife  into  power  in  thi>  country.    The 

very 
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V^y  iy^]^-k^owQ  faiEl  Is,  that  thiere  wa$  ho  p^rty  in  this  coanti^r 
^  ^d,  ^\^p,  fHggeft»  Of  cncpprage  the  Ipdependience  of  Amerka. 
^hc  ytty  4ecl«jr4iion  itfelf  is  tberfifore  proof  abfolute,  that  they 
h^  no  |Copii£6lion§  ii)  this  coumry  who  co>operated  with  them. 
For  a  connexion  of  fuppofed,  united  meafures,  calculated  to  de- 
llroy  all  co-operation  in  their  joint  efforts  and  effe6b,  is  a  lyltem 
of  abfurdity  which  ha$  been  brought  much  nearer  to  perfeftion 
by  the  miniftersof  the  American  war  in  their  coiiduft  of  it,  than 
by  the  oppofers  of  the  war  in  their  oppofition  to  it,  on  either  fide 
of  the  water. 


As  to  the  third  point,  that  all  the  minifterial  plans  and  operati- 
on^  ftiquld  be  rendered  uniformly  upfuccefsful,  becaufe  there  was  a 
veiCy  fmall  minority  in  parliament  adverfe  to  them,  it  is  too  ridicu* 
lous  to  4.d6f  ve  a  ferious  difcuffion.  Could  it  be  owing  to  that  mino* 
rity.  that  General  Howe  was  blockaded  up  in  Boilon,  and  left  fcve 
Uiomths  ^(v;ithout  hetyring  from  his  em|>'oyers  at  home  ?  Was  it 
ow:ing  txx  them,  that  the  campaigns  of  1776  and  1777  were  not 
op^Ki^  till  Auguft  CH*  September,  and  that  tlie  armaments  did  cot 
fail  in  tl^e  fp^ing  from  Englifli  ports  till  (if  the  was  had  been  a 
juft  one)  they  (hpuld  have  been  landed  in  America  ?  Was  it  ow- 
ing to  tli/^m  that  no  efficient  plan  of  co-xDperation;  was  concerted 
between  th^  northern  army  and  that  under  General  Howe?  Wa» 
it  owing  t|0  them  that  tlve  Toulon  fleet  was  permitted'  to  pafs  ub<* 
m9lj?llied  thrgugh,  thtf  Streighfcs  of  Gibraltar  ?  Was  it>  owing  to 
th^oi  that  tlie  conciliatory  bills  were  not  brought  into  parliamenf, 
tilj,the  treaty  betwec.*  France  and;  Ameriicawas  figned'  and  fealisd?' 
Is  i^  <;^v^ing  to  theUi,  tha^i  the  remainder  of  tlie  army  in  America* 
h^  neither  beeiji  reinforced;  nor  withdrawn,  but  iinow  left  to  be 
beiiegjedj  t^  moulder  away,  and  to  languifti  in  vain  for  their  native 
fhocies  ?  — -  The  very  dating  of  thefe  things  is  a  fuHtcient  cor^ 
futa^pn. 

I  hope  that  I  haye.  fully  vindicated  that  party  of  rieal  and^dif*- 
greet  friends  to  their  country ;  who,  forefeeing  the  ruinous  con- 
fequencesof  thpprefent  meafures,  have  uniformly  oppofed  them, 
bu^  whp.baye  not.  either  fomented  the  difturbance*  in  America,  or 
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been  in  any  the  leaft  degree  the  occafion  of  the  misfortunes  or  dif- 
graces  which  have  fallen  upon  us.  The  charge  is  indeed  in  itfeif 
fb  abfurd,  that  it  can  only  have  been  fuggefted  as  an  engine  of 
party  to  miilead  the  public.  I  hope  that  I  have  given  a  full  an- 
fWerto  it. 'f;-^'      .  -• -.'  -^'^ '-^   •'■-•   .^.^''^'• ';•-   i  'j  •^^.'^/f  , 
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If  you  would  fee  the  true  caufes  of  the  prefent  misfortunes  and 
difgraces  of  this  country,  you  muft  look  for  them  in  the  madnefs 
and  impracticability  of  the  undertaking  of  the  American  war,  and 
in  the  folly,  ignorance,  arrogance,  and  inability,  of  thofe  who  have 
had  the  conduft  of  it.  If  you  would,  on  the  other  hand,  fee  what 
it  is  which  has  made  the  Americans,  from  doubtful  and  fmall  be- 
ginnings, become  united  and  profperous ;  it  has  been  the  firm  and 
univerfai  conviftion,  that  their  caufe  was  founded  in  natural  juf- 
dce,  and  in  conftitutionai  principles.  Thev  perfevered  for  many 
years  in  every  legal  and  conilitutional  mode  for  obtaining  redrefs 
of  grievances,  by  petitions  after  petitions,  but  all  in  vain  and  re- 
jefted.  They  were  driven  at  length,  in  felf-defence,  to  refiflance 
by  arms.  They  h:ive  confidered  the  AB.  of  Rights  as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Britifh  confli'.ution,  and  a  inheritance  to  which  they 
were  intitled,  and  from  which  they  would  not  depart.  They  found 
aflcrted  in  that  aft,  the  right  of  petitioning  the  crown,  and  there- 
fore, from  thence  they  inferreJ  their  right  to  be  heard.  Their 
petitions  being  rejefted  unheard,  and  a  force  of  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  men  being  fent  to  reduce  them  to  unconditional  fubjeftion, 
they  look  again  into  the  aft  of  rights,  and  find,  that  the  fubjeft,  be- 
ing proteflant,  is  intitled  to  arms  in  his  defence.  Thus  driven, 
unheard  a  d  unanfwered,  to  defpair,  who  will  call  a  relu6lant  but 
compelled  refiftance  unjuftifiable  ?  The  conteft  is  now  over,  and 
the  event  of  that  refiflance  is  decided  ;  there  is  no  longer  any  call 
for  referve  in  expreffing  matters  of  opmion  ;  therefore,  I  am  very 
free  to  declare  it  as  mine,  that  when  petitions  are  rejefted  with 
difdain,  and  millions  of  fubjefts  unheard  are  devoted  to  the  fword, 
the  compaft  of  proteftion  is  broken,  and  refiflance  is  juftified. 


But  even,  independent  of  all  queftions  of  compaft  of  govern- 

iftitution,  the  refiftance  of  Ameri' 
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<:a,  in  a  vrar  for  taxation,  ftands  juftified  upon  an  aflurance  of  pub-* 
lie  faith  to  the  contrary,  given  to  them,  and  broken.  A  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  American  department,  (viz.  Lord  Hilfborough) 
in  the  year  1769,  did  write  a  circular  letter  to  every  colony  in  his 
Majefty's  name,  afluring  them,  in  the  moft  rlear,  diflinft,  and  u.>- 
ambiguous  terms,  that  his  Majefly's  minifters  never  had,  nor  ever 
would  entertain,  the  ide;-  of  taxation  in  America,  for  the  purpofe 
of  raifing  a  revenue  ;  nay,  farther  to  guard  againft  any  diftruft,  left 
any  change  of  men  or  times  fhould  affeft  the  fecurity  of  this  pro- 
mife,  Lord  Bottetourt  pledged  the  King's  perfonal  honour  upon 
it ;  fpcaking  of  the  King  in  thefe  words,  "  Who,  to  my  certain 
"  knowledge,  rates  his  honour  fo  high,  that  he  would  rather  part 
"  with  his  crown,  than  preferve  it  by  deceit."  Who  could  have 
poflibly  believed,  after  fo  folemn  and  authentic  an  aflurance  had 
been  given  to  three  millions  of  fubjefts,  that  that  very  identical 
fyftem  of  minifters,  with  the  fame  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
upon  the  bench,  in  the  fhort  period  of  five  or  fix  years,  fliould  be 
engaged  with  America  in  a  relentlefs  inexorable  war,  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  revenue,  viz.  in  the  year  1775,  with  Lord  North's 
demand  of  an  American  revenue  in  one  hand,  and  the  fword  in 
the  other.  I  will  now  give  you  the  vouchers  of  this  tranfaftion. 
You  will  fee  by  them  how  indignant  the  miniftry  were,  with  fo 
heinous  a  charge  as  they  confidered  taxation  in  America,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue  at  that  time,  to  be,  and  which  they 
call  a  mifreprefentation  of  faftious  and  feditious  perfons,  who 
are  enemies  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  Great-Britain  and  hef 
Colonies.    The  circular  letter  is  as  follows : 

"  May  13,  1769. 
"  I  can  take  upon  me  to  aflure  you,  notwithftanding  infinuati- 
••  ons  to  the  contrary,  from  men  with  faflious  and  feditious  views, 
♦*  that  his  Majefty's  prefent  adminiftration  have,  at  no  time,  en- 
tertained a  defign  to  lay  any  further  taxes  upon  America,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue  i  and  that  it  is  at  prefent  their  in- 
tention to  propofe,  the  next  feflion  of  parliament,  to  take  off 
•  the  duties  upon  glafs,  paper,  and  colours,  upon  confideration  of 
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*•  commerce.  Thefe  have  always  been,  and  ftill  are,  the  fenti-* 
**  ments  of  his  Majefty's  prefent  fervants,  and  by  which  their  con- 
♦*  duft,  in  refpe^l;  to  America,  has  been  governed.  And  his  Ma- 
'*  jefty  reUes  upon  your  prudence  and  fidelity  {viz.  addrfJJ'ed  to 
"  each  Govanvr)  for  fuch  an  explanation  of  his  meafures  as  may 
"  tend  to  remove  the  prejudices  which  have  been  excited  by  the 
**  mifreprefentations  of  thofe  who  are  enemies  to  the  peace  and 
"  profperity  of  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  to  eflablifh 
"  that  mutual  confidence  and  affe6lion  upon,  which  the  glory  and 
"  fafety  of  the  Brifilh  empire  depend." 


Lord  Bottetourt's  fpeech  to  the  Aflembly  of  Virginia  is  as 
follows : — 


"  It  may  poflibly  be  obje61ed,  that  as  his  Majefty's  prcfcnt  ad- 
^iniftration  are  not  immortal,  their  fucceflbrs  may  be  inclined 
to  attempt  to  undo  what  the  prefent  minifters  fhall  have  at- 
tempted to  perform  ;  and  to  ttiat  objeftion  I  can  give  but  this 
anfwer.  That  it  is  my  firm  opinion,  that  the  plan  which  I  have 
ftated  to  you  will  certainly  take  place,  and  that  it  will  never  be 
depart2d  from  ;  and  fo  determined  am  I  for  ever  to  abide  by 
it,  that  I  will  be  content  to  be  declared  infamous,  if  I  do  not, 
to  the  laft  hour  of  my  life,  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  and  upon 
all  occafions,  exert  every  power  with  which  I  either  am,  or  ever 
(hall  be  legally  invefted,  in  order  to  obtain  and  maintain,  for  the 
continent  of  America,  that  fatisfaftion  which  I  have  been  au- 
thorized to  promife  this  day,  by  the  confidential  fervants  of 
our  Gracious  Sovereign,  who,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  rates 
his  honour  fo  high,  that  he  would  rather  part  \.'ith  his  crown^ 
than  preferve  it  by  deceit." 
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Now  hear  the  anfwer  to  this  fpeech  from  the  Aflembly  of 
'>^n'ginia,  which  was  accepted  by  the  King's  Governor,  and  tranf- 
mitted  hone  to  his  r-onudentlal  minifters,  and  which,  therefore, 
does  pofitively,  ander  his  Majefty's  authority,  recognize  their 
conftrutlion  ol  tlut  promife,  and  the  pledge  of  the  Kiag's  Royal 
word  to  the  pei  Tormance  of  it. 
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"  We  will  not  fufFer  our  prefent  liopes,  arlfing  from  the  plea- 
fing  profpeft  your  Lordfliip  has  fo  kindly  opened  and  dif- 
playefd  to  us,  to  be  dafhed  by  the  bitter  refieflion,  that  any 
future  adminiftration  will  entertain  a  wifh  to  depart  from  that 
plan,  which  affords  the  fureft  and  moft  permanent  foundation 
of  public  tranquility  and  happinefs.  No,  my  Lord,  we  are 
fure  our  mc^  gracious  Sovereign,  under  whatever  changes 
may  happen  ixi  his  confidential  Tervants,  will  remain  immutable 
in  the  ways  of  truth  and  juftice,  and  that  he  is  incapable  of 
deceiving  his  faithful  fubjefts :  and  we  efteem  your  Lordfhip's 
information  not  only  as  warranted,  but  even  fanftificd,  by  the 
royal  word."  •   ' 


If  this  be  n6t  a  folemn  public  renunciation  of  the  riglit  of  taxa- 
tion, there  is  no  fenfe  in  words.  The  repeal,  as  mentioned  in  the 
letter  of  the  then  American  Secretary,  Lord  Hilfborough,  took 
place  accordingly  in  the  next  feflion,  which  was  a  parliamentary 
fanftion  in  confirmation.  All  the  articles  of  the  tax  aft  of  1767, 
were  repealed,  except  the  tea  duty,  which  was  profefTedly  kept 
only  as  a  pepper-corn  rent,  for  the  point  of  honour.  Yet  it  was 
out  of  this  pepper-corn  rent,  that,  in  five  or  fix  years'  time,  the 
very  fame  minifters,  who  had  fo  deeply  pledged  the  royal  ho- 
nour and  word,  becaufe  their  own  reign  might  not  be  immortal, 
renewed  their  attack  in  arms  for  a  general  American  revenue. 
They  applied  evei/  artifice,  and  exerted  their  utmoft  means,  to 
inflame  and  to  incite  the  parliament  and  the  nation  in  the  purfuit 
of  an  American  revenue.  They  threw  out  and  circulated  the 
moft  inflammatory  charges  agalnft  America  on  this  head,  viz. 
That  they  never  had  contributed  their  fliare  to  the  common  caufe; 
that,  without  compulfion,  they  never  would  ;  and,  therefore, 
that  they  muft  be  compelled  by  force  of  arms ;  and,  in  fine, 
they  fent  an  hundred  thoufand  men  to  reduce  the  whole  conti- 
nent of  America  to  unreprefented  taxation  and  unconditional 
fubmiflion.  Now  let  any  man,  of  any  nation  in  the  world,  lay 
his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  declare  whether,  if  thefe  things  had 
happened  in  his  own  country,  he  ftiould,  or  fhould  not,  have 
thought  fuch   caufe  of  rcfiftance  to  be  jullifiable  and  juftified, 
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Till  men  come  to  renounce  all  the  bonds  of  fociety,  and  all  the 
rights  of  mankind,  I  am  confident  that  there  will  not  be  found  one 
man  who  will  not  fay,  "  If  fuch  had  been  my  own  cafe,  I  would 
*'  have  refifted."  I  fpeak  thus  explicitly  ojit  to  you,  becaufe,  I 
do  afTure  you,  that  it  has  been  upon  my  firm  conviflion  of  the 
injuflice  of  the  war,  and  of  the  breach  of  the  public  faith  in  the 
attack,  that  I  have  mod  fcrupuloufly  and  confcientioufly  oppofed 
it,  and  ever  will.  Let  what  authority  foever  be  proHituted  in  a 
proclamation  to  declare  fuch  fentiments  to  be  the  fentiments  of 
wicked  and  defperate  pe.rfons^  I  will  never  give  my  confent  to 
put  a  fellow-creature  to  the  fword  unheard.  I  fay  this  only  for 
myfelf,  not  meaning  the  leaft  refleftion  upon  very  many  moft 
worthy  and  confcientious  perfons,  who  have  taken  a  different 
part,  and  that  very  zcaloufly  too.  I  only  conclude,  that  if  their 
fentiments  had  been  as  mine  are,  they  would  have  afled  as  I 
have  done,  i 

In  matters  of  national  concern,  it  i^  not  merely  fufBcient  that 
individuals  fhould  remain  contented  with  the  private  confci- 
oufnefs  of  *.heir  own  individual  integrity,  (which,  however,  is 
the  foundation  of  national  integrity)  it  ihould  not  remain  there ; 
it  is  fit  that  the  real  motives,  as  juftified  in  fa61s,  which  aQuate 
parties  and  great  bodies  of  men,  (hould  be  expofed  to  the  public, 
becaufe  it  is  through  the  intervention  of  thefe  great  bodies  of  men 
as  parties,  that  ail  public  operations  are  carried  on.  It  is  fit  that 
fuch  things  fhould  be  enquired  into  and  difcuffed,  efpecially 
when  charges  of  faftion,  fedition,  and  even  treafon,  are  very 
generally  and  unwarrantably  thrown  out  by  minifterial  authority, 
and  very  intelligibly  pointed.  The  fenfe  and  import  of  thefe 
terms,  in  the  language  of  miniflers,  is  now  explained.  In  the 
year  1769,  the  meaning  of  the  tGrms/aSiious,  feditious,  and  ene- 
mies to  the  peace  and profperity  of  Great-Britain  and  her  Colonies, 
were  perfons  who  were  accufed  of  throwing  out  falfe  infmuations, 
that  the  minifters  of  Great-Britain  could  ever  be  fo  unjuft  as  to 
entertain  a  thought  of  taxing  the  colonies  for  a  revenue.  In  the 
year  1775,  and  fo  on,  the  terms  wicked  and  defperate  perfons 
within  this  realm,  are  ufed  to  denote  thofc  only  who  could  en- 
tertain 
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tertain  or  exprefs  any  doubt  of  the  juftice,  propriety,  and  neceflity 
of  Great-Britain  enforcing  taxation  in  the  colonies.  I  dwell 
upon  thefe  articles,  becaufe  they  were  not  curfory,  or  cafual,  or 
from  mean  authority,  but  '  .  a  royal  proclamation,  circulated 
throughout  Greaf-Britain,  and  in  a  Secretary  of  States  letter 
under  the  royai  lUthority,  circulated  throughout  the  colonies; 
proftituting  the  authority  of  public  afts  and  inftruments,  to 
throw  out  promifcuoufly  the  charges  of  faftion,  fedition,  and 
treafon,  againft  any  perfons  who  prefume  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  minifters,  even  when  they  differ  from  themfelves.  When 
that  important  day  comes,  in  which  minifters  muft  render  to 
their  country  an  account  of  their  deeds,  it  would  be  well  for 
them  if  their  account  might  lland  as  fair  and  as  clear  as  that  of  the 
oppofers  of  this  fatal  war ;  who  have  no  retrofpetlive  account  to 
anfwer  for,  having  already  rendered,  from  day  to  day,  and  from 
hour  to  hour,  an  account  of  their  motives,  words,  and  deeds,  be- 
fore the  public  tribunaL 

As  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  any  minifterial  fubterfuge  un- 
fearched,  there  is  one  point  more  which  I  wiffi  to  difcufs.  It 
js  faid,  that  the  repeal  of  the  flamp  a£l  is  th^  ground  of  all  our 
misfortunes ;  that  it  gave  fuch  encouragement  to  America,  as,  in 
its  effeft,  to  defeat  every  opt .  nion  of  the  prefent  war.  This 
fliould,  in  the  firft  place,  be  ui  ived ;  and,  when  proved,  my 
reply  would  be,  that  a  wife  anJ  confidcrate  minifter  fhould  have 
weighed  this  in  time  ;  that  if  true,  it  is  one  additional  argument 
pf  folly  in  undertaking  the  prefent  war.  If  the  miniller,  in  the 
year  1775,  inftead  of  inftigating  and  provoking  war,  had  flood 
up  in  parliament,  and  faid,  th; ».  "  It  is  by  no  means  fit  that  the 
•*  Americans  fhould  throw  our  tea  overboard  ;  on  the  contrary, 
••  that  it  is  very  juft  and  fit  that  they  fhould  be  taxed  by  parliament, 
*'  and  that  fuch  a  meafure  fhouL  'ie  enforced  by  compulfion,  but 
"  that  the  thing  was  become  impjfTible;  that  the  repeal  of  the 
**  ftamp  aft  had  given  them  fuch  fpirits,  and  fo  much  encourage- 
*'  ment,  that  although  five  hundred  men  with  whips  might  have 
**  driven  all  North-Am»  '  '  .'fore  them  at  the  time  of  the  repeal, 
*»yet  that  an  hundred  uoifand  men,  with  all  the  artillery  of 
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Great-lBrltain,  at  an  bxpencc  of  thirty  or  forty  millions,  could  not 
•*•  enforce  fuccefs  now," — it  would  have  been  a  good  argument 
againll  perfifting  in  the  wn'- ;  and  fo  cogent  is  the  influence  of 
€vtry  argument  coming  in  pailiamcn't  from  the  minifl'  --  that  I 
do  believe  it  ^vonld  have  had  the  effeft  of  putting  a  Oop  to  the 
war^  which  would  have  !)cen  a  blelTed  effcft  for  this  countryi 
from  whatever  caufe  it  m\g\\{  have  arifen.  The  minifter  might 
likewife  have  fupcradded,  upon  this  chapter  of  repeals,  that  he 
had  himfelf  propofed  the  repeal  of  the  year  1770,  attended  with 
a  moft  folcmn  alTurancc,  never  again  to  feek  an  American  reve- 
nue through  taxation,  which  made  the  cafe  ten  times  more  def- 
perate.  This  part  of  the  argument  was  forgot,  which  I  now  fug- 
geft  to  you,  only  to  (hew  you,  with  v/hat  an  ill  grace  any  objec- 
tion to  the  repeal  of  the  llamp  aft  comes,  from  thofe  who  forget 
thfeir  own  deeds ;  who  not  only  had  approved,  ftrengthened,  and 
fupported  the  Krft  repeal  by  a  fecond,  but  who  had  fuperadded  an 
exprefs  renunciation  of  the  right  of  taxation  for  the  future.  But 
when  people  are  in  a  rage  with  themfelves  for  their  own  mad- 
nefs,  follies,  and  diff;ppointments,  they  fnatch  up  any  argument 
which  comes'  to  1  and,  ind  has  an  edge  with  it,  although  it  (hould 
prove  an  inftrui.ien.t  to  cut  their  own  throats  ;  for  if  the  repeal 
of  the  llamp  aft  was  in  reality  fuch  an  encouragement  to  refift- 
ance  as  contended  for,  the  repeal  of  the  year  1770  was  not  only 
an  encouragement  upon  the  fame  principles  to  refift,  but  the  fo- 
lemn  renurciation  of  the  right,  for  the  future,  fully  juftified  that 
refiftance.  This  I  fpeak  ad  verecunJiam^  to  the  modefty  of  the 
party  from  whom  the  objeftion  to  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft 
proceeds. 

But  to  the  queRion  itfelf,  viz.  '•  Whether  the  ftamp  aft  could 
'*•  have  been  enforced,  if  it  had  not  been  repealed  in  1766."     I 
.  think  the  events  which  have  happened  in  the  laft  three  or  four 
years,  ainount  almoft  to  proof  pofitive,  that  it  could  not  have 
been  enforced  then.     I  am  fure  that  thefe  events  do,  at  this  time, 
fet  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of  the  minifters  of  that  repeal  in 
the  higheft  point  of  view  and  approbation.     I  have  fhewn  you 
already,  that  the  doftrincs  and  principles  upon  which  the  Ameri- 
can 
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can  reFiftance  has  been  fuundcd. 


not  fuggelleJ  to  them  from 


were 
this  fide  of  the  water.  Thefe  were  uiiivcrfal.'y  adopted  through- 
out America  near  two  years  before  the  repeal  of  the  (lamp  aft.. 
So  far  then  the  repeal  had  no  Ihare  in  laying  the  foundation  of 
refiftance.  The  qucllion  of  power  to  enforce,  as  referred  to  the 
period  of  1766,  can  be  now  but  problematical,  as  the  time  for  the 
trial  is  part,  in  which,  however,  the  prol^abiliiies  are  extremely 
againft  it,  and  growing  more  fo  ever)  day,  from  the  fatal  convic- 
tion of  a61ual  and  bitter  ex^eri'  '^e.  Ping  this  queAion  to  the 
tefl;  thus:  An  hundred  tho  ifa'.a  ive  failed  in  an  attempt  to 

reduce  America  by  force  ol     '"  J5  yars  1776  and  177;/ ; 

therefore, — what?    five  huni  w  th  whips,  or  two  regi- 

ments,   would  have  completed  i  1  quell  in  the  years  1766 

and  1767.  Such  an  inference,  to  lay  the  Icafl  of  it,  is  very  in- 
confequential.  There  is  no  appearance  of  probability  in  it,  efpe- 
cially  confidering,  that  the  two  periods  are  fo  near  together,  viz. 
only  eight  years  apart.  Had  the  conteft  been  brought  on  fifty 
years  ago,  that  would  have  made  a  mofl  material  difference. 
But  there  was  no  notorious  difference  in  the  proportionate 
ftrengths  of  the  two  parties  at  the  two  periods  of  1766  and  1774. 
From  what  circumftances  then  can  the  conclufion  be  warranted, 
that  a  proje6l  totally  and  experimentally  impratlicable  in  1774, 
and  fo  on,  fhould  have  been  very  facile  in  1766  ?  The  game 
would  probably  have  been  played  then,  as  it  has  been  now ;  for 
the  confident  advocates  of  coercion  were  certainly  as  ignorant 
then  as  they  have  been  fince. 

The  firft  year,  therefore,  two  or  three  regiments  Would  have 
been  fent ;  the  next  year  four  or  five  thoufand  men,  and  fo  on ; 
always  defpifing  the  military  power  of  America,  and  always 
feolifhly  confident,  that  the  next  and  the  next  campaign  would  be 
fuccefsful  or  decifive.  The  mole-hill  would  have  grown  into  a 
mountain,  and  we  Ihould  have  been  wafting  our  men  and  our  rail- 
lions,  till  fome  foreign  powers  would  have  interfered.  America 
all  this  while  would  have  been  led  forward  into  the  knowledge 
and  praHice  of  arms,  till  they  had  learned  to  feel,  and  to  be  cort-' 
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fident  in  th^ir  ovrn  internal  ftrength  and  exertions;  which  woutdl 
have  brought  the  termination  of  the  contefl:  to  the  fame  refult 
then  as  now.  The  rainifter  who  prefided  at  the  period  of  the 
repeal  of  the  (lamp  a£l,  having  his  ear  always  open  to  found  in- 
formation, and  to  wife  counfel,  faw  at  once  the  immenfity  of  the 
Undertaking,  (over  and  above  the  juftice  and  preferable  policy  of 
conccflion)  and  that  in  a  war  of  attack  upon  a  country,  at  a  dif* 
tance  of  3,000  miles,  conqueft  could  be  hardly  acquired,  and 
Would  certainly  not  be  maintainable  by  force  of  arms.  He  faw 
alt  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war  before  him,  the  deftruftion  of  thou- 
fands  of  the  lives  of  his  fellow-fubjefts,  the  wafte  of  millions  of 
iheir  money,  the  lofs  of  the  navigation,  commerce,  and  alFeflions 
of  Amirica.  He  forefaw,  from  the  nature  of  all  wars  between 
the  divided  parts  of  any  empire,  that  whether  America  fliould  be 
driven  to  the  very  point  of  furrendering  at  difcretion,  or  fhould 
be  fuccefsful,  in  either  cafe  foreign  powers  would  interfere.  Htf 
forefaw  all  thefe  things,  and  took  meafures  of  wifdora  accordingly. 
He  led  his  country  to  fafety,  not  ta  ruin.  Have  thofe  perfons 
who  would  not  fee  thefe  things,  led  their  country  to  an  happier 
end  ?  It  is  they  who  have  afforded  the  fatal  proof,  that  the  no- 
ble Lord  who  prefided  at  the  repeal  of  ihe  ftamp  aft,  had  formed 
a  true  eflimate  of  things.  I  do  not  fay,  that  the  failure  of  the 
minillerial  meafures  of  war,  at  the  prefent  period,  is  proof  pofi- 
tive,  that  any  attempt  to  have  enforced  the  ftamp  aft  in  the  year 
iy66t  muft  have  failed,  but  I  think  it  comes  very  near  to  it. 

■-■.--      ^ 
■ ,  \_-^.'    ■_■■■>» 

Confider  who  thofe  perfons  are,  who  are  now  fo  confident  that 
the  ftamp  aft  could  have  been  enforced  in  1766.  They  are  the 
very  fame  perfons  who,  four  years  ago,  undertook  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  coercive  afts  of  the  year  1774,  upon  a  three-fliilling 
land-tax,  and  upon  the  lowed  peace  eftablilhment  both  for  the 
army  and  navy;  and,  in  the  year  1778,  when  every  plan,  every 
promife,  and  every  prediftion,  has  failed,  they  come  to  parlia- 
ment, advifing  us  to  tread  back  all  our  fleps,  and  to  reverfe  all 
our  meafures ;  and  having  in  the  interim  thrown  away  thirty  or 
forty  thoufand  men,  and  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  money,  and 

thirteen 
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tUitttB  provinctt,  they  teU  us  yery  gravely,  **.We.  were  a  littl* 
*f  nifiakeE  an  xiur  calculationi ;  the  force  which  has  been  pmr 
**  p^re4  •&  ^e  part  of  thb  country  has  been  very  gi»at,  but  the 
**  nfifiaace  faai  hcen  much  greater  than  we  expelled."  Whatever. 
tLneiMre  may  he  the  probabilities  ox  improbabilities  attending . 
this  ijaeflioa  in  itfelf,  which  is  now  but  a  fpefrulative  problenv 
00  aiigiiubei]its,  at  lead  on  the  iide  of  power  to  enforce  the  ilapsp 
aft  in  liieysar  1766,  acquure  smy  additional  looce by  coming 
diKMigh  the  kfciddiun  of  perfons  who  l^ave  bee:»  fo  grolsly  igno- 
rant and  erroneous  in  every  conception  or  explication  which 
they  have  fori^ied,  and  thrown  out,  relative  to  tb^  condud:  or 
events  of  (be  prefefit  war,  into  winch  their  beadftrong  mealiiiiei 
havffdungod. their  country.. 


j^t.u. 


int.: 


V I  il^.fi9^  pwr|pe  this  quejl^ion  any  farther,  becaufe it  cannof^ 
h^  hlJOij^  ,to  ppT^tivp  (le^M^pii.,  But  J  will  f9i?t»e  to  a  fort  ot 
q^^ny^pn^e  .^pon \\\  and  I  wi|l  fii^pofe,  that  ^e  force  which  h£|S. 
Ufii$^  pf;,fnqf^>  the  prcfent  ^r,  wQuJ4^Mave  fucceeded  in 
^flf^)fi^k^i^,^^^  ^^  the  y^  17.66 ;  and  this  i^,  I  thi^k, 
ar€ii#,9^  a4^^Ka^  conceflipn  of  the  utmoft  probal;>ility,  that  the 
^$i(9fli  ^a^f^s  intit^to,  p^  tj^t  fide  of  the  ^gument;  for  we, 
aj'f  JWIt  ^  giffpt  <way  ftJW  ^nowir^g  wh^t  fprce  ,of  ma;i  and  money, 
W4Mi^  )im^  h««n  f^^ciicijt  '\n^  prefent  war  \o  haye  made  a. 
c,^il^«|eftprAweric;»,  ftf^l  ft|H  farther  from  havirg  the  leaft  com^-- 
prebenfio^;  pf  th^  c»qrn;KM(U  cftabd^fhmeofts  and  expence  which; 
WQh14  havi?  ihfjBn  jjkece^ry  for  i^taii^^g  i^  in  fubje£lion,  if  it, 
<»uldhavie  b?en  cpjiqueDed.  if;  I  JP0^14  he  juftifiedin  abating 
ftitt  mare  o^^c  wgwn^nt,  I  would  nioft  readily  confenttoit^ 
that  the  um  wiiaow  of  ,lhe  repeal  of  the.  ftamp  afl  (even  aUowing. 
the^iMity  of  earrying  it  thrpygh  hysforce)  might  be  w,ejg(jed 
9iid  jufUficd  -to  Ibe  Aiceft  fcru^le.  Taking  tlien  the  queftip^ 
upon  AeiboliBg  of  the  coropfomifip  which  I  offer,  I  will  con^. 
cede,  that  the  ftamp  aa  might  have  been  enforced  at  the  expence 
of  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  money,  and  with  the  lofs  of  thirty 
^M  thiuiSttil  of  our  felk)W.fiil)jeas.    Is  theye  any  man  living 
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who  will  (ay,  that  he  would  have  taken  tWIIamp^  aft.  upon  t&li 
bargain,  knowing  this  to  have  been  the  leaft  coft  ismen  nd 
money  by  which  it  might  have  been  obtained  ?  I  am  iivQ  ibere 
can  be  no  fuch  perfon ;  and  leaft:  of  all  can  thofe  perfona  thinki- 
that  they  ought  ferioufly  and  fedately  to  have  confented  to  thtti 
terms  of  the  bargain  as  I  have  ftated  it,  who  wereicirciunventedt 
into  the  adoption  of  this  war  in  the  firft  feflioh  of  thjiparlia^enti 
by  the  lure  of  a  three^ihilling  land-tax,  and  by  the  eftimates  wMch; 
were  then  brought  into  parliament  upon  the  loweft  peace  efia-i 
btifliment,  both  for  the  army  «nd  the  navy.  Thofe  votes  ftandi 
recorded  in  parliament,  as  the  fan&ions  of  ths^t  aigument  which 
I  am  now  meafuring  out,  as  the  price  which  parliament  bid  £ar/ 
a  revenue  from  Anjerica  at  their  difpofition,  as  they  then  9fftt4 
hended  that  it  was  to  have  been.  This  bai^in,  fo  meafured  out, 
is  far  enough  from  that  which,  by  miniilerial  flight  of  hand,  hai 
been  fubftituted  in  its  place,  viz.  a  httvfel  to  a  thite-fliiHing  land*^ 
tax,  hy  an  everhfting  mortgage  of  four  (hillings  in  the  potnid' 
for  ever;  an  expenditure  of  thirty  or  forty  nullions  ol  taimfiy' 
in  vain  ^  a  defalcation  of  25  per  cent,  upon  all  propriet6n  iii  tW 
public  funds;  the  lofs  of  thirty  or  forty  thoufimd  men ;  -^'^etiier' 
with  double  this  forde  by  fea  and  land,  and  a  hundrc<  ^  oC 
war  belides,  cut  off  from  the  national  ftrength  of  this  country^' 
either  for  of!bnce  or  defence  againft  our  antient  and  itatural  eat* 
mies.  At  this  price,  the  miniftor  of  the  repeal  j  in  the  year  tj66/ 
would  not  have  purchafed  the  enforcement  df  the  fittnlp  -  aCl^i 
even  if  it  had  been  in  his  powCr.  But  the  prefent  minifters 
have  loaded  their  country  with  all  thefe  evils,  and  all  otheriP, 
which  (hall  come  farther  in  confeqilence,  without  tvM  any' na^^ 
tional  obje£i:  in  view  to  plead,  but  merely  in  the  puHuit  of  aii^ 
influential  dominion,  to  be  exercifed  at  the  pleafni^e  c^ihittuiwn'ii 
through  the  m^ans  of  an  independent  American  revenue,  at  &e. 
difpolition  of  the  crown,  by  fign  manual,  uncoi^nr^ndtd^and nolr 
accountable  for  to  parliament,  !'»&  <ffff«ii  >^Tj  leii*  i«^^^^ 

Thcib  are  $he  claims  which  t|ify  haveto^epi||;i] 
confidence.    On  the  other  hand,  |Jk  miniilen  of  tl 
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good 
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jpod  and  feithiiiT  fervants  to  tlieir  country,  nay  hold  up  tlidf 
lieadt  and  £iy,  "  We  did  not  deceive  you  to  your  deftniffioo* 
**  We  did  not  exhauft  your  treafurei.  We  did  not  wafie  the 
^  blood  of  our  countrymen  in  vain.  We  did  not  deliver  you, 
**  weak  and  defencelefs,  into  the  hands  of  your  enemiei." 

I  am, 
With  the  greateft  Refpeft  and  Confideration, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  much  obliged,  and 

fiuthfii)  humble  Servant^ 


Sodbury^  03.  ii,  1778. 


D.  HARTLEY. 
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th  Right  Worjhipfulthe  Mayor  and  Ctrporatiw, 
Tt  the  Wttrjhipful  the  War  Jens,  and 
Carforaticn  o/the  TrinityHou/e,  and  to  the 
^^  Worthp  Burgeffet  of 
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TN  the  foregoing  letters  I  have  kept  three  leading  points  in- 
*  vifcw*  In  the  firft  place,  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  you  a 
fummary  account  of  the  proceedings  in  parliament  during  four 
fefliohs,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  many  temperate  and  con* 
ftitutional  propofitions  which  have  been  made  for  the  refto^ 
ration  of  peace  between  Great-Britain  and  America,  by  the  oppo- 
fers  of  the  American  war  on  the  one  fide,  and,  as  far  as  they  de- 
tnonftrate  on  the  other  fide,  the  inflexible  obfHnacy  of  adminiflra- 
lion  in  driving  on  that  war,  at  all  rifques,  and  to  all  extremities; 
and  likewife  as  far  as  this  retrofpeflive  view  tends  to  explain  all 
the  artful  deceptions  and  mifreprefentations,  by  which  minifters 
have  over-teached  parliament  andf  their  country,  under  falfe  prie-  . 
tences,  into  the  adoption  and  fupport  of  the  war.  In  the  fecond 
place,  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove  to  you  the  real  motives  upon 
which  the  minifters  of  the  crown  have  undertaken  this  war;  viz. 
tha.  they  have  had  no  national  obje£l:  in  view,  whatever  they 
may  have  pretended,  but  that  the  real  purpofe,  which  has  a6luated 
their  meafures,  has  been  to  eftablilh  an  influential  dominion  in  the 
crown^  through  the  means  of  an  independent  American  revenue, 
at  the  di^ofition  of  a  royal  fign  manual,  uncontrouied  by  parlia- 
ment. In  the  third  place,  I  have  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the 
chara£ler  and  condufl  of  a  large  party  of  perfons  of  the  firft  dif- 
tinflion  and  importance  in  this  country,  on  the  fubjeft  of  fome 
groundlefs  charges,  and  infidious  infinuations,  which  have  been  very 
unjuftly  thrown  out  againft  them.  If  I  have  not,  in  fome  degree, 
iuccee4ed  in  thefe  points,  J  fl;all  have  thrown  away  much  labour, 
and  fhall  have  given  you  the  trouble  of  reading  fome  long  letters 
to  very  little  purpofe.  If  I  have  made  any  impreflion  by  thefe 
nr£»Hminartes.  I  (houM  then  bccrin  to  flatter  mvfelf.  that  out  of 
themi  fome  road  i  ay  yet  be  attempted,  towards  a  national  recon- 

Q  ciliatioB 
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ciliation  between  Great-Britain  ^nd  America ;  for  it  is  this  great 
point  of  a  national  reconciliation,  which  I  ever  have,  and  ever  « 
fhall  flrive  for,  as  the  only  fundamental  remedy  to  the  prefent 
evils.     I  am  confident,  that  this  is  ftill  praflicable  upon  grounds  .. 
of  reafon,  honour,  and  juftice. 

Having,  as  I  think,  brought  tb  demonftration  the  real  motives 
which  have  a£luated  the  adminiilration  in  this  American  war,  I 
fhair  henceforward  alTume  thofe  proofs  as  grounds  of  argument 
to  proceed  upon.    The  application  of  them  is  very  £hort  and  di« 
re£l.    His  Majefty's  minifters  have  devifed,  advifed,  and  purfued 
the  meafures  of  the  American  war,  with  the  view,  and  to  the-, 
intent,  of  eftablifliing  an  independent  dominion  and  revenue  for  >^ 
the  crown  in  America,  uncontrouled  by  parliament.    The  ac«.' : 
compUfhment  of  thefe  obje£ls,  if  they  could  have  been  thus  ac*,rs 
compliihed,  would  have  been  equally  deftru£live  to  the  liberty  ^  ' 
and  coniUtution  of  Great-Britain,  as  to  the  IiLv<ty  and  conftitu-^^ 
tionof  America.    Therefore^  thofe  minifters,  from  whom  fuch . 
meafures  have  proceeded,  are  the  common  enemies  of  both  couo- , 
tries.    The  dire£lion  of  the  blow  was  aimed  through  the  fides  of. 
America,  to  the  h?art  of  the  Briti(h  confiitution,  and  to  the  deep* 
eft  roots  of  our  domeftic  fafety.    The  pretext  of  a  national  and  ^ 
parliamentary  revenue  from  America,  was  infidioufly  put  on  ai . 
the  malk  to  conceal  the  real  obje£l,  the  fign  manual.    This  pre- 1 
text  was  held  out  to  the  nation  as  the  grand  obje£l:  of  the  war,  and  ^ 
was  artfully  urged  upon  their  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  to  ' 
urge  them  into  the  adoption  of  the  war,  by  the  temptation  of  be«  ','■ 
neBcial  views  for  their  conftituents.    America  faw  through  all 
this  mini fterial  juggle;  America  advertifed  you  of  it,  *  Hear  the  . 
words  of  America  in  the  year  1774,  to  their  Britifh  brethren  and  V 
friends:    "  Admit  that  the  miniftry  fhould  be  able  to  carry  thp  . 
"  point  of  taxation,  and  reduce  us  to  a  perfe£l  ftate  of  humiliation  ^^ 
"and  flavery.     Such  an  enterprize  would  doubtlefs  make  fome 
*'  addition  to  your  national  debt,  which  already  prefles  down  . 
**  your  liberties,  and  fills  you  with  penfioners  and  placemen.— 'i 
'*  Remember  the  taxes  from  America;  the  wealth,  and  we  may  ; 
"  add,  the  men,  and  particularly  the  Roman  Catholics,  of  this  vaft 
**  continent,  will  then  be  in  the  power  of  your  enemies ;  nor  will 
"  yoii  jbaye  anyreafpn  to  expefty  tjiat,  ^^  pi  ys,* 
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many  among  m  fliould  refufe  to  aHift  in  reducing  you  to  the  fame 
abjeft  ftate. — Do  not  treat  this  as  chimerical. — Know,  that  in  lefs 
**  than  half  a  century,  the  quit-rents,  referred  to  the  crown,  from 
"  the  numberlels  grants  of  this  vail  continent,  will  pour  large 
**  ftreams  of  wealth  into  the  royal  coffers ;  and  if  to  this  be  added 
the  power  of  taxing  America  at  pleafure,  the  crown  will  be 
rendered  independent  on  you  for  fupplies,  and  will  poflefs  more 
"  treafures  than  may  be  neceflary  to  purchafe  the  remains  of  li- 
"  berty  in  your  ifland. — In  a  word,  take  care  that  you  do  not  fall 
"  into  the  pit  that  is  preparing  for  us."  Thefe  are  the  frieujdly 
cautions  of  America  to  Great-Britain,  in  the  very  outfetof  this 
fatal  war.  Gan  you  wonder  then,  that  an  infidious  miniftry  Ihould 
incefl*antly  labour  to  excite  anger  and  mifunderflandings  between 
Great-Britain  and  America,  and  to  intercept  all  mutual  commu« 
nication  oi  fentiments  and  common  fufpicions,  which  might  lay 
open  their  fecret  defigns  againft  both  parties  ?  Can  you  wonder, 
thaCtbey  fliould  be  fo  ftudiousto  ftifle  all  addrefles,  remonftrances, 
and  arguments,  from  America,  which  might  unfold  taks  of  jea- 
loufy  to  Britifli  ears ;  or  that  they  fliould  flrive  to  divert,  by  the 
din  of  arms,  the  national  attention  from  taking  thofe  warnings 
which  might  give  the  alarm  at  home.  The  interefts  of  Great-Bri« 
tain  and  America  have  been  but  one  common  intereft,  and  the  in* 
fidious  attempts  of  the  miniftry  have  been  equally  hoftile  to  both 
parties.  The  caufe  of  America  is  the  caufe  of  the  L  j^Qi  nation. 
The  fecurity  of  America  is  our  fecurity.  America  has  been  the 
true  friend  of  Great>Britain ;  America  is  the  true  friend  of  Britain, 
and  will  ever  remain  fo,  if.we  will  be  friends  to  ourfelves  and  to 
our  own  true  and  permanent  interefts.  Every  attempt  of  the 
miniftry  and  of  their  partizans,  to  excite  and  foment  difguft  and 
refentment  between  Great-Britain  and  America,  fliould  be  the  , 
ground  of  a  jealous  caution  not  to  fall  into  fuch  a  fnare.  The  cha* 
ra6ler  of  a  mifchief-maker  is  always  a  juftifiable  fubje£l  of  fufpicion. 
My  reafon  for  believing  that  the  road  is  ftill  open  to  reconci> 
liation  between  the  two  countries  is  this,  becaufe  the  miniftry, 
with  all  their  arts,  have  not  yet  been  able  to  alienate  the  hearts 
and  aflfe£tions  of  the  two  parties  from  each  other.  For  where 
there  ha«  been  a  deep  ori);inal  foundation  of  afte6lion,  and  where 
ther^  ftill  remains  a  common  intereft,  and  a  miniftry  their  com* 
■■■'-■■■■-'■-  '■■■'■■i^-  Q  a     -  ^  nio^ 
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mon  enemy,  thece  is  an  in{iin£>ive  fympaiViy,  which  wiU  fiifpenct. 
the  fatal  and  final  alienation.     In  every  word,  arici  every  dcclvra- 
tion,  which  has  come  from  America,  the  line  of  diAiiiAion  is ' 
marked  between  the  people  of  Great-Britain  and  tha  miniftry. ' 
The  war  is  Ailed  the  minifterial  war,  as  in  truth  ii  is,  and  a)w;i^» 
has  been  ;   the  troops  are  fliled  the  minifterial  troops ;  the  hofti- 
lity  is- between  America  and  the  Britifh  miniftry.    The  national 
fentiment  of  this  country  towards  America^  is   likewife  ftill  en- 
tangled in  the  bonds  of  antient  afTeftion.    Though  great  pains 
have  b'^en  taken  to  excite  difguft  and  animofities,  yist  the  national 
mind  is  tardy  and  unfufcepti^le  of  rcfentmcnt  towards- their  antient 
friends,   and  thofe  of  their  own  confanguinity.    The  Mmem- 
brance  of  former    frienclfhlps  is   not  yet  obliterated  from  our 
minds,  and  I  hope  it  never  will  be.     We  have  not  yet  forgot 
the  wounds  which  they  received  fighting  on  our  fide,  for  the  ex-.' 
tcnfion  of  the  Britifh  empire,  in  the  late  glorious  war.     ^ior  t<^ 
that  acera,  and  before  the  new-fangled  fyflem  of  adminiftiering  thflM 
government  of  colonies  by  a  royal  fign  manual,    we  were  c0ntenlK-. 
with  drawing  from   them   the  wealth  produced  by  their  com* 
merce;   we  reftrained  their  trade  in  every  way  that  could  con- 
duce to  our  emolument.    We  exercifed  an  unbounded  fove- 
reignty  over  the  fea.     We  named  the  ports  and  nations  to  which' 
alone  their  merchandize  fhould  be  carried,  and  with  whom  alone 
they  fhould  trade;  and  though  fome  of  thefe  reftriftions  wer*^' 
grievous,  they  ncverthelefs  did  not  complain ;  they  looked  up  to* 
us  as  the  parent  (late,  to  which  they  Were  bound  by  the  ftrongeft 
ties,  and  were  happy  in  being  inflrumental  to  our  profperity  and 
grandeur.    What  benefits,  or  what  proteftion,  were  they  not  in«^' 
titled  to  in  return  ;  or  what  benefits  and  proteftion,  did  they  ort, 
could  they  receive,  to  which  thefe  were  not  ample  and  grateful 
retributions?     Did  they  not,  in  the  laft  war,  add  all  theftiiengch^ ;: 
of  that  vaft  continent  to  the  force  which  expelled  the  common 
enemy?     Did  they  not  leave  their  native  fhores,  and  meet  dif-* 
cafe  and  death,  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  Britifh  afms  in  foreigii-l 
climates?     Did  we  not  return  them  the  acknowledgement ^of 
parliament  for  their  aftive  zeal  and  ftrenuous  efForts^  and  even 
reimburfe  them  large  fums  of  money,  which,  according  to  <mt  own 
eftimates.  they  bad  advanced  beyond  their  pronof ♦!«*»,  ^  ^d  far 

beyond 
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beyond  their  abilities  ?  Upon  what  arguments  then  can  the  felfe 
charges  of  ingratitude  op  the  part  tff  America  to  Great-Britain, 
which  have  been  fuggefled  by  an  ill-defigning  minillry,  confift 
with  fuch  public  parliamentary  teftimonials  to  the  contrary  ?  The 
,v  innovations  of  uxing^  unreprefented  coiopies,  for  the  purpofe  of 
revenue  in  a  BritiOi  parliament,  and  of  the  warrants  by  fign  ma- 
nual, were  brought  forth  by  Britifh  miniilers.  All  that  America 
dcfired  was,  to  remaini^upou  the  terms  exilling  between  the  two 
countries  in  the  year  1763;  all  that  they  petitioned  for  in  the 
beginning  of  this  war  was,  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  return 

\  to  the  cdndition  of  that  happy  period.    If  thefe  petitions  had 

been  complied  with,  America  had  flill  been  our's. 

When  all  thefe  tranfa£lions  fhall  come  hereafter  to  be  revifed 
in  (omt  cooler  hour,  I  am  confident,  that  there  will  not  be  found 
a  man  with  a  Britifh  heart  who  will  not  fay,  that,  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances,  he  would  not  have  afled  as  the  Americans  have  done. 
The  fundamental  rule  of  diftributive  juilice  throughout  life  is,  not 

'  to  do  to  others  that  which  we  would  not  have  done  to  ourfelves. 

Following  this  rule,  apply  a  cafe  by  fuppofition  to  any  Britifli 
town  or  port,  fimilar  to  the  cafe  of  America.  If  every  fhip  be* 
longing  to  the  port  of  Hull,  trading  to  the  Baltic,  were  obliged 
by  law  to  offer  their  cargoes  at  the  London  market,  both  ingoing 
t  out  and  returning,  would  they  not  think  themfelves  intitled  to 
,  fome  immunities  from  the  other  common  burthens  of  the  fiate  f 
Suppofc  then,  that  fuch  a  monopoly  of  trade  had  been  for  many 

J;.  '  years  accepted,  and  acquiefced  in  by  the  refpedive  parties,  as  equi* 
valent  to  the  ordinary  prt'portion  of  contributory  fupply ;  if  then, 
upon  a  fudden  inndvation,  a  Parliament  of  Londoners  were  to  fay, 
"  Tax  the  port  of  Hull,  not  in  common  with  ourfelves  and  our  con- 
*•  flituents,  but  fingly  and  feparately  by  themfelves,  for  our  relief ;" 
what  woi|ld  you  fay  to  this?  Now  hear  the. words  of  America 
upon  this  a£lual  cafe,  in  a  memorial  to  Great-Britain,  in  the  year 
1775,  which  was  unheard  and  unnoticed ;  and  then  decide :  "  It 
**  is  alledged,  that  we  contribute  nothing  to  the  common  defence, 
*•  To  this  we  anfwer,  that  the  advantages  which  Great-Britain 
•*  receives  from  a  monopoly  of  our  trade,  far  exceeds  our  propor- 
L '  **  tioh  of  the  expence  neceffary  for  tha^  purpofe.  But  ihould 
^  ^  thefe  advantages  be  inadequate  thereto,  letthe,reilri£tion$on 
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**  the  trade  be  removed,  and  We  will  chdaifully  cbhAibute  fixtk 
**  proportion  Wh^n  conftitutidiiBlly  reijuifed.**  What  dIUfb  of 
ofTence  was  there  in  thefe  words,  that  thtfy  ftiould  not  tor<eo«ivcld, 
beard,  and  canvafTed  ?  Do  they  contain  my  violation  df  the 
principles  of  national  juRice,  gfcnerofity,  dt  gfttitude  ?  Certainly 
not.  Then  why  were  they  not  received  and  heard  ?  Plainly  for 
this  reafon,  that  any  oftenflble  parliamc^htary  contributions  from 
America,  fo  the  cdmthon  national  fupp^  would  not  have  bedi 
diljpbrable,  by  a  furreptitious  fign  manual,  to  the  fecret  fervicet  of 
mlnifterial  influence.  This  field  of  canvafling  the  merits  of  the 
American  queftion  generally  would  be  boundlefs;  therefore! 
(hall  not  purfue  it,  that  I  may  not  over*charge  or  embarrafs  the 
main  obje£l  which  I  have  in  the  view  of  my  prefent  arguments* 
My  obje6l  is,  to  feek  out  for  fome  foundation  of  national  recon- 
<;ilement  between  Great-Britain  and  America,  by  palliating  ani- 
moflties,  and  by  obviating  the  charges  of  tnjuftice  and  ingratitude, 
which  an  invidious  adminiftration  have  laboured  to  eftablilh 
agaiiift  America,  in  defpite  of  truth  and  recorded  fads.  at; 

:   The  condu£i  of  America  has  been  grievoufly  mifreprefented. 
Their  accufen  are  an  Adminifltatidn,  the  tenor  of  whofe  conduft 
has  been  found  to  be  no  better  than  oHe  uninterrupted  fyftemof 
fimulation  and  deceit,  and  whofe  obvious  purpofe  it  is,  to  prevent 
a  national  reconciliation,  which  might  in  its  confequenoes  bring 
to  light  the  fecret  and  unknown  deeds  of  darknefs.    The  fuf- 
picions  juftly  attached  to  the  characters  and  condud  of  fuch  ac- 
cufers,  ought  to  weigh  in  the  balance  of  favour  towards  the  party 
accufed,  more  efpecially  when  theaccufers  have  fecnet  and  inte- 
refted  vievrs^of  their  own,  and  when  tbe)^  Ve  well  known  to 
have  fupprefled  all  evidence  and  intercourfe  of  communication, 
which  might  have  elucidated  the  truth.    Add  toaU'this,  that  the 
fyftem  of  minifterial  influence  in  that  parliaMem,wheai  America 
has  had  no  reprefentatives,  but  every  motive  (>f'infereft  ladverfe 
to  them,  is  acknowledged  to  be  abfolutein  itieffeA,  and  irrefifti- 
ble.    The  accufers,  being  interfiled  parties  thehifelves,  bave 
ufurped  the  place  of  judges  in  their  ownK^aufey^-alid  ha^^cOn* 
demned  America  to  fire  and  fword,  urthetfhl.  ■  »*  kj^v^I  Wjs*t*^rii^  » 
Thefe  are  irrefragable  truths,  and -Will,' fobiterot*  later,  fifldtbteir 
Wa;^  to  thegefiierous  hearts  smdji^dgmehts^i&f'tlieSffitl&^dtion, 
*^' *'  ^^  ■  who 
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#IiO,  haxfi  hith«rto  been  deceived.;  America  knowi  that  they 
lunrehfleadecttvedi    They  have  feeD  the  ferpent  inftillitig  poi- 
ImiiiiitO' the  ears  of  their  unfurpc^ling  friends  aiid  brethren,  for 
fecfct  purpofei.    I  firmly  believe,  that  their  hearu  are  ftill  open 
to  a  national  reconciliation.    They  do  not  impute  their  injuries 
to  thcpoople  of  England,  but  to  the  common  enemy,  who  has 
entertained  fccret  defigiu  equally  holiile  to  both  parties. — Re- 
member  the  fign  manual. — Well  might  that  great  man,  the  Earl 
ofi  Chatham*  who  had  penetration  and  fnrefight  to  dive  into  the 
dcepeft  receHM:  of'minifterial  fubtlety,  fay  on  this  fubjeQ,  thiiw 
tpen  years  ago,  "I rejoice  that  America  has  rcfiiled.    Three 
"millions  qf  people,  fo  dead  to. all.  the  feelings  of  liberty,  as  vo* 
**  Iimurily  tQ  fubmit  to  be  flaves,  would  have  been  fit  inftruments 
**  to  mAe  flaves  of  the  reft."    Who  does  no*  now  rejoice,  as  one , 
gain  al  leaft  amonglt  all  our  lofles,  that  minifters  have  been  baffled 
in  their  fecret  defigns.  of  eftablifliing  in  America  an  unUr  lied: 
dominion  and  revenue  to  the  crown,  independent  of  parliament? 
Thinking,  as  I  have  always  thought,  that  the  foundation  and, 
profiecution  of  this  war  againft  America  has  been  unjuft ;  and: 
being,  confident  in  the  integrity  and  generofity  of  my  country, 
that  they  would  not  have  given  the  leaft  national  countenance  to 

V  unjuft.  DKafiires,  believing  them  to  be  unjuft ;  I  have  taken  fomf . 
pains  to  lay  open  thofe  infidious  arts,  and  the  motives  of  them, 
which  minifters  have  pra£Ufed,  for  the  purpofes  of  deception, 
that  I  tjfi^y  contribute  my  feeble  effort  to  vindicate  my  country^ 
at  large  from  fo  grievous  a  charge,  as  that  of  fupporiing  uii  tnijult 
caufe,  knowing  it  fio  be  unjuft.    I  doit  likewife  with  another 

^  view,  more  immediately  leading  towards  fome  future,  ard,  Iihpp^, 
notidiftant  national  reconciliation  with  America;  for  as  long  as- 
America  remains  convinced^  that  all  her  injuries  and.  pciiccutiu'ns 
ate  Oiwiaj  to  a  miniftry,  poffefling  an  uncontroolablc.  ijiflucnce. 
ovjer  garliamentt  and.  not  to  the  body  of  the  Bmiih  uution  ru 
lugt,  (o  long  will  the  door  be  open  to  national  rcconvlliiuion,' 
America,  under  all  her  fufferings,  has  adhered  to  the  rMni.bclicr 
of  thefe  trutlis ;  neithei;  have  they,  in  tl|e  uuitofl  hitternefs  of* 
their  woes,  accufed  theic  Britifli  friends  of  having  been  accefTar)'' 
cff  confentin^  but  in  as  much  a;  they  have  been  deceived  and^ 
iokflied,  or  over-ruled  by,  tbe  moft  togient  and  uii^ontfouled  mini^ 
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Aerial  influence  in  parliament.  This  temperate  forbearance  of' 
national  reproaches,  under  fuch  fevere  trials,  will  not  fail  foon  ta 
-'*et  with  a  juft  retribution,  and  recompence  of  a  reciprocal  na" 
tional  a(Fe£lion.  The  people  of  England  have  already  ibegim 
more  than  to  fufpefl  the  concealments  and  deceptions  which  have 
been  pra61:ifed.  Juftice  will  at  length  prevail,  and,  I  hope,  that 
Great-Britain  and  America  will  reap  the  triumph  over  the  com-- 
mon  enemy,  in  a  mutaU  n-iaonal  reconcilement*      : 

If  there  be  any  fenfe  of  juftice  left  amongfl  men,  what  fhall' 
be  faid  of  an  adminiftration  who  have  inflexibly  perfifted  in  this 
American  war,  to  the  deflru£lion  of  fo  many  thoufands  of  lives, 
and  to  fuch  univerfal  mifery  and  devaftation,  knowing  and  being 
convinced  in  their  minds  and  judgment  all  the  while,  that  every 
real  and  pretended  obje£l:  of  their  purfuit,  was  ie/s  beneficial  to  ■ 
their  own  country^  and  lefsfafe  to  all  parties^  than  thofe  offers 
from  America  which  might  have  been  fecured  to  this  country 
without  Ihedding  one  drop  of  blood,  but  which  they  refnfed^  in-'- 
fulted,  and  rejefted  with  contempt.  >  -When  I  bring  this  chaiige, 
to  the  internal  convi6lion  of  their  own  minds,  againii;  the  ad:s 
which  they  recommended  and  enforced  to  parliament,  I  do  not 
mean  to  (heltermyfelf  under  the  conftru£lion,  that  the  arguments' 
on  our  (ide  of  the  quefllon  were  fo  cogent,  that  men  of  political 
experience,  and  verfed  as  they  were  in  all  the  niceft  intricacies 
of  the  difpute,  and  in  all  the  true  ftate  of  fa£ls,  could  not  with- 
hold their  convi£lion.  I  mean  to  adduce  proof  pofttive,  pii)lic, 
avowed,  and  proclaimed  under  their  own  authority.*  rtdit  i^tj  t  la 
f  The  foundation  of  the  prefent  American  v/ar,  as  laid  in  the  year 
1774,  refts  fpecifically  upon  the  refufal  of  adminiftration  (and,  thro* 
their  means,  of  parliament)  to  comply  with  the  terras  of  tbe  fourth 
refolution  of  the  Congrefs  affembled  at  Philadelphia  in  Sepifember 
1774.  The  claims  which  they  aflert  in  that  ifefolutiofi  as  their 
rights,  and  the  offers  which  they  made  to  this  country  as  a  ground 
for  peace,  are  contained  in  the  following  words:  They  fay, 
•*  That  they  are  intitled  to  a  free  and  exclufive  power  of  legifla- 
"  tion  in  their  feveral  provincial  legiuaiures,  where  their  right  of 
"  reprefentation  can  alone  be  prcferved  in  all  cafes  of  taxation 
••  and  internal  policy^  fabjeftonly  to  the  negative  of  their  fovereign 
'*  in  fuch  a  manner  as  has  been  heretofore  ufed  and  accuftomed* 
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«•  But  from  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe,  and  a  regard  to  the  mutual 
*  interefts  of  both  countries,  we  chearfulfy  confent  to  the  opera- 
"  tion  offuch  Britijhads  of  parliament  as  are  bona  fide  reftraincd 
"  to  the  regulation  of  our  extert^il  commerce,  for  the  purp>  u;  of 
"  fecuring  the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the 
•'  kother^conntry,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its  refpcftivc 
"  members,  excluding  every  idea  of  taxation,  internal  or  external, 
"  for  raifing  a  revenue  on  the  fubjefts  in  America'without  their  con-; 
"  fent."    This  refolution  is  a  breviate  of  all  the  oltenfible  ground*^ 
and  pretences  for  the  war.  viz.  the  controul  of  the  provincial 
legiflatures, — parliamentary  taxation, — and  the  reftriftions  upon- 
trade.    I  appeal  to  the  memory  of  every  member  in  parliament^;  ^ 
and  o(]^very  perfon  who  attended  our  debates,,  whether  this  re- ~ 
folution  was  not  invidioufly  commented  upon,  and  twilled  about 
by  miniflers,  to  every  polfible  confiru£lion  of  jealoufy  and  of-.,, 
fence; — the  claim  of  free  provincial  legiflation  was  inadraiffible-. 
as  a  claim  of  independence,  and  as  de{lru£live  of  the  fundament  C 
tals  of  the  Britilh  conftitution ; — the  univerfal  exercife  of  the 
jright  of  parliamentary  taxation  %vas  the  very  heart-firing  of  the 
whole  empire; — and  the  chearful  csnftnt  to  the.  operation  off 
Britifh  aBs  of  parliament  yN^i,  a  language  of  infolence,  Oin  the 
part  of  fubjefls,  intolerable  to  a  Britifli  legiflature. — ^Thefe  were 
the  arguments  ufed.    The  fupreme  domination  and  omnipotence 
of  parliament  (for  that  was  the  word)  were  to  be  maintained  un- 
impaired  and  unimpeached  at  all  events;  and  the  chearful  confent 
of  fubje£ls  under  this  omnipotent  legiflature  was  treated  with  the 
mod  ineffable  contempt ;  but  not  indeed  with  more  contempt 
than  minifters  were  at  that  moment  treating  that  very  parliament, . 
which  was  their  mofl  credulous  and  moft  obedient  organ  of  om-^ 
nipotence.     For  you  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  miniflers,  that  wife 
and  deep  politicians,  were  dupes  to  thefe  gaudy  and  high-founding 
pretexts  of  their  own  fabrication.  No;  fuch  toys  were  well  enough 
to  amufe  a  poor  nation's  credulous  reprefentatives.    Thefe  men 
of  wifdom,  experience,  and  enlightened  principles,  looked  down 
with  compaflion  upon  fuch  narrow  and  pedantic   fyftems.     In 
the  wide  expanfe  of  their  difcernment,  it  was  intuition  to  them, 
that  liberated  trade  and  freedom  of  provincial  legiflatures  were 
more  benejicialy  ^ven  to  their  own  country^  than  the  original  plans 
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of  fd^tmtnt  cow^dved  to  refltain  ths  trade,  and  to  eontrotU  the 
internal  government  of  the  colonies',  and  that  th«  copious  ftreaifw 
of  voluntary  gifts,  flowing  from  free  and  expanded  hearts,  wou|<ti 
be  more/of e  to  all  par  lies  than  anj^rr  angements  calculated  to  form 
a  revenue  in  America  at  the  difpofal  of  parliament.  Needi  I  ijipw 
quote  to  you  the  documents  of  proof,  or  remind  you  thajl;  t^bef» 
are  the  public,  avowed  fentiments  and  principles  of  the  minifies- 

I  of  the  American  war,  thus  proclaimed  in  America^  and  before 
the  face  of  all  the  world  ?     Has  no  man  felt  for  the  humiliation 

[  of  his  country,  to  fee  it  laid  proftrate,  by  a  proclamation  to  this 
import,  at  the  feet  of  America,  humbled  in  the  duft,  and  ibS; 
honour  thus  furrendered  as  the  hoflage  of  expiation  for  the.  prer 
meditated  and  pre-concerted  crimes  of  its  miQiAers!  Niqed^ 
tell  you,  that  thefe,  which  I  have  cited  to  you,  afe  npt;  oiiJy  H^'^ 
fentiments,  but  the  very  words  of  a  proclamation,,  of  vst^^Sf^na^ 
recantation,  of  every  principle  upon  which  the  American  war 
has  been  fupported ; — a  proclamation  iflued  by  comnv^iOQ^rSt 
a6ling  under  the  authority  of  an  a£l  of  parliament,  aiid  und^ic  ^e 
fpecial  inflru6^ions  of  the  guilty  and  confcious  minifiersof  ^ujij 
vindi£live  and  relentlefs  war  ?  It  is  painful  to  me  to  give  you  ^ 
hiftory  in  detail  of  the  difgrace  of  my  country,  and  to  dwell  upp^ 
the  public  expofure  of  a  great  nation,  fet,  as  it  weret  to  do  pe- 
nance in  the  perfons  of  their  parliamentary  commifTioners,  a^th^ 
gates  of  America,  and  in  view  of  the  whole  world  prefc^^^  and  to 
come,  for  the  deceptions  which  have  been  impofed  upon  them  by 
their  miniflers,  who,  having  betrayed  their  confidence,  thus  infuU 
them  in  their  difgrace.  The  a£l  is  public,  recorded,  and  irrevo- 
cable.  You  fee  the  rewards  which  miniflers  have  kept  in  referve 
for  their  faithful  parliament.    Had  they  fucceeded  in  their  obje^s 

'  of  an  independent  revenue  and  dominion,  a  Britifli  parliament 
would  have  been  reduced  to  the  infignificant  condition  of  ^ 
Caflilian  Cortes ;  being  defeated,  they  have  at  once  made  a  pub- 
lic facrifice  of  every  oftenfible  prii;ciple  of  the  war,  and  of  the 
honour  of  parliament  itfelf,  for  having  repofed  truft  in  their  pro*, 
fcflions,  with  an  unlimited,  but  too  credulous  conEdence :  while 
they  themfelves,  thinking  their  deep  defigns  flill  impenetrable, 
are  brooding,  with  fecret  and  corroding  regret,  over  the  lofs  of 

^e  only  objefts  of  their  affeftion,  viz.  an  independent  revenue 
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WtiA  clominion,  and  meditating  further  plans  of  vengeance  fok; 
thedefcat*     "  ~^xmm^^ 

*  Tht  ilatc  .  this  proclamation,  of  which  I  have  been  thus  leA 
to  anticipate  the  explanation,  is  this :  The  Commiffioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  late  aft  of  parliament  for  qufeting  the  troubles 
in  America,  foon  after  their  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  fent  a  letter 
dire£led  to  his  Excellency  Henry  Laurens,  the  Prefident,  and 
other  members  of  Congrefs,  bearing  date  the  9th  of  June  17784 
and  figned  ,Carlifle,  William  Eden,  George  Johnftone.  This 
letter,  among  many  other  propofitions,  contained  the  following 
offers : — "  To  extend  every  freedom  to  trade,  that  our  refpeftivc 
••  intcrefts  can  require,"  and  "  to  eftablifli  the  power  of  the  refpec- 
**  tivc  legifl;itures  in  each  particular  ftate ;  to  fettle  its  revenue,  its 
**  civil  and  military  ellablifhnient ;  and  to  exercife  a  perfe£l  free- 
•*  dom  of  legiflation  and  internal  government."  Thefe  are  moft 
precifely  the  identical  offers  which  were  contained  in  the  fourth 
refolutionof  the  American  Congrefs,  in  the  year  J  774,  previottt 
to  the  commencement  of  this  bloody  and  defolating  war.  la  the 
courfe  of  fubfequent  tranfaftions,  the  Commiffioners,  viz.  the  Earl 
of  Carlifle,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  William  Eden,  Efq;  and  George 
Johnflone,  Efq;  publifh  a  proclamation,  in  which  they  recite  the 
terms  of  accommodation  offered  to  Congrefs,  and  affign  the  fdl* 
lowing  argumentative  explanation  of  the  principles  and  mottvea 
upon  which  thofe  offers  were  made — "  Thofe  propofitions  we 
**  have  made  in  the  hope,  that  they  may  become  more  beneficial 
^*  to  our  own  country ^  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  than  the 
^  Original  plans  of  fettlemcnt,  conceived  to  reftrain  the  trade,  and 
'*  controul  the  internal  government  of  the  colonies,  and  moTefaft 
for  all  parties^  than  any  arrangements  calculated  to  form  a  reve- 
nue in  America,  at  the  difpofiiion  of  parliament,"  &c.  If  thefi? 
are  found,  fundamental,  and  liberal  truths  now,  flanding  upon 
their  own  internal  arguments,  as  more  hmtficial  even  to  our  own 
country t  and  more  Jq/e  for  all  parties,  they  were  equally  fo  in 
the  year  1774,  when  thefe  very  offers  were  indignantly  vilifie4 
and  refufed  to  the  humble  petitions  of  America.  Now  let  mini- 
fters  anfwer  to  God  and  to  their  country  for  the  blood  which 
they  have  fhed.  Why  have  they  wafted  millions  upon  miilions 
•f  Ui^  national  revenue  and  refources  ?  Why  have  they  facrificed 
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(be  lives  of  thduTands  upon  thoufands  of  mankind  ?  Wh^  liravc 
they  carried  mifery  and  defolation  throughout  the  whole  conti- 
nent of  America  ?  Why  have  they  armed  their  f^vages  with  to- 
mahawks, and  put  poniards  into  the  hands  of  negroes  ?  Why 
have  they  purfue^  obje£ls  through  every  cruelty,  confelfedly  not 
€ven  beneficial  to  their  own  country  ^  not  Jafe  to  any  of  the  parties, 
and  which  they  now  proclaim  to  all  the  world,  that  it  would  have 
been  the  trued  wifdom  in  their  country  by  choice  to  have  avoid- 
ed ?  That  they  have  been  forewarned  of  thefe  truths  by  every 
friend  to  their  country,  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times  over,  is 
known  to  all  the  world ;  therefore  they  have  not  the  excufe  of 
ignorance  or  inadvertence  to  plead.  That  the  numberlefs  irre- 
iiflible  and  irrefragable  arguments  which  have  been  inceflantly 
urged  to  them  upon  thefe  topics,  could  not  fail  to  produce  this 
conviction,  no  man  doubted,  even  before  this  felf.convi£ling  pro- 
clamation. We  had  full  and  fulBcient  proof  of  this  at  the  time 
of  opening  the  conciliatory  bills  to  the  Houfe ;  the  arguments 
for  which  were  ftated  upon  the  very  fame  do£lrines  as  thofe  con- 
tained in  this  proclamation ;  and  a  parliamentary  reverfal  of  all 
the  meafures  which  had  been  adopted  at  the  recommendation  of 
the  miniflry  for  four  years  together,  was  propofed,  andjuftified, 
upon  the  admiflion  of  the  folidity  and  truth  of  every  principle 
and  argument,  which  had  been  urged  by  the  oppofers  of  the  war, 
from  the  very  commencement  of  it ;  but  that  tranfa£lion  having 
paffed  only  in  loofe  words  fpoken  in  debate,  and  in  the  perfon 
of  a  minifter,  there  was  no  remaining  record  of  the  public  dif- 
grace.  In  this  cafe  the  nation  is  held  out  to  all  the  world  in  the 
zEt  of  recantation ;  renouncing,  by  public  proclamation,  every 
principle  upon  which  their  minillers  had  pretended  to  juflify  the 
foundation,  or  the  purfuit,  of  any  one  avowed  obje£l  of  the  war. 
This  is  national  penance  and  humiliation  indeed ! 

It  may  be  my  misfortune  to  be  too  jealous  of  the  honour  of 
my  country ;  but  to  my  apprehenfion,  the  arguments  of  the  pro- 
clamation imply  no  fmall  degree  of  contempt  for  the  dupery  of 
parliament,  in  having  fwallowed  fuch  grofs  abfurdities  as  thofe 
which  are  reprobated  in  the  proclamation.  The  original  plans  of 
fettUmcnt  conceived  to  coniroul  internal  gGvsrr.ment  in  the  Colonies ; 
which,  in  the  preamble  to,  the  late  Mailachufett's  charter-a£l  of 
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thtfi^esr  1774,  WiBr^fooncelved,  by  that  credalous  parliament,  to 
htabfolukly  nece/faryta  the  inter  aaiwelfare,  peace,  and  good  go- 
vernnunt  ^ftkefaidprowne^,  and  to  the  continuance  of  the  mutual 
hinBfiis^arifingfrom'tk^comm&Tce  and  corre/pondence  between  ihis 
kingdoM^and  the  fdid^^pwvince,  are  now  derided,  as  the' narrow, 
itliberal,  pedantic  follies  of  dark  and  ignorant  times,  and,  ^ai4!ven 
Beneficial  to  our  oxdn'ciUntry.    The  next  objeft  held  out  in  the 
proclamation  for  der.irion,is.  the  minifter's  own  conciliatory: propo- 
fition^-«n4  therefore  the  parliament,  who  with  implicit  confidence 
gave  their  fupport  to:\t\\\an..arrangemint  calculated  to  form  a  revtm 
miein  America  at  the  dijpofition  o/the  parliament.  This  can  mean 
cnothing  bat  Lord  North's  conciliatory  propofition,  as  commonly 
called;  \^hich,  if  it  was  any  thing  intelligible,  was  probably  an 
attepnpt  towards  an  arrangement, Hot  it-  was  not  a  tax  dire£l. 
ThejSitamp/A6l  was  ^.tax^    The  Tea  PiB.  was  a  tax.    AH  a£lr. 
of  parliament  uponrtlji&fut^e^):  have  been  taxes,  either  fpr  Tegu^ 
latibn,6£  trade,  or. forrre  venue  ;  but  forties  prolpofition  QffX<ord 
Ni(Mrth,thilre  could -libt' be  found  words  in  the  language,  fpperr 
fe£Uy  aiokqpted  to  dra\y  01U2  the  features  of  derifiion  as,  thofe^of  the, 
proclamntidsi,  arrangements  calculated  to  form  a  revenue,  and  fo- 
foFthyi  tncontrail  tabthe.produflive,  conftitutional,an4  approved 
mode  byfrise  requtikions.  •  This  is  a  itie^  fpeflacle  to  the  wprld. 
A  Bcitilh  Chancellbr  of  the  Exchequer,  a  FirA  Miniiler  fet  at  the 
head  of  <  three  fcingdomr,  aqd  lately  (^thirteen  provinces,  is  held 
out  to  America,  .amijCxpofed  to  all  the  world,  in  a  procilamation»; 
under  his  own  authcMrity,  as  the  ^calculator  of  arrangements,  i^nl^fc 
fbr'attpiarties..fe30iF^-*siilt^fft;rt'v1nifft  .-rfj  ♦?^f-^v/i  -f^'tlrf^v  ^'-^^J^^^^' 
VMThtfreare  fome  words  in  this  proclamation  which  I  hardly 
know  innvihat  fenfe  to  take ;  they ffeem  intended,  as  it  w/Bre,,to 
foftenand  to  qualify  the  abrupt  and  Klunt' avowal  pfthq'(elf-con- 
vidi^%o£lrines  inoludedt  and  evid^itly  betray  a  cofifciqufnefs, 
that' this  proclamation  not  only  furrendef^  up  eyery  pretended 
princi|>Ie  of  juftice  ojijthe' part  ofjhe  adminiIlirat||on,  who  have 
carried  x>n  this  war,  but  that  it  will  open  the  eyes^all  mankind, 
to  the  wilful  criminality  of  thehr  condu£l,  and  lead  j^  this  obvious 
iisSerence,  that  th«  Britifls  minlflry  haya  knowingly  and  againil 
Hie  qonvii^on  of  their  own  minds,  facrtfi^ed  the  tr^e  interefis  of 
their  own  country,  and  violated  all  the  rights  of  m«^kind,  in  ^he 
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jiurfiiit  of  theif  own  dandefline  aAd  illicit  olgedf.    The  ^Kfy«e 

ing  words  which  I  allude  to  are  thefe  i  inihe  ^ftfini  fiHuOion  (^ 

affairs;  that  is  to  fay,  the  miniftry  having  foiled  in  their  feeret 

'  defigns,  and  being  beaten.    What  has  tbeir  bei^g  baffled  and 

beaten,  (which  they  fo  delicately  exprcf*  ai.  the  prefent  fittiatioB 

of  af&in}  to  do  with  the  juftice  of  thefbondationt  of  .the  war? 

Is  freedom  of  provincial  legiflation .  in  aii  cafes  of  taxation  and 

kitem^l  policy,  more  beneficial  to  our  own  couMry^  and  more/aft  to 

allpafiifs^  than  parliamentary  interference  andcontrbul,  becanfiB 

the  miniftry  are  beaten  P    Are  free  requintioni  preferable  to  any 

artangements  calctUaUd  to  form  a  parliamentary  reoenue^  ovAy 

becaufitthe  miniftry  have  been  foiled  in  their  attempt  of  sfiaf 

blilhingan  independent  revenue  for  the  crown?    Noi   Thttre 

is  no  coherence  in  the  argument  o(  fuch  wretched  pleas  tq  c[tia« 

Kfy  their  guilt.    The  blood  of  thoufands  of  their  fellow^creatures^ 

wftfuHy  tind'premedttttedly  flied  in  an  unjuft  caufe,  wtirbe;re«< 

quired  at  their  hands,  who  thus  proclaim  to  all  mankind,  that> 

they  havt  not  fcrupiled  to  facrifiee  the  beneficial  intevefta  of  their 

councryi  aiid  the  ^fety  of  its  dependencies,  till  they  Mtakea 

ttheir  foU  ftretch  of  vengeance,  in  thei^  attempts  to  dcftvoy;  ■  auidb 

tio  lay^afte,  to  the  utnioft  of  their  mfligiiant;  paw«r,  the  livosi 

liberty,  property,  and  all -the  rights  of  manlund.'*«When  rinen 

are  once  inim^ifed  in  wilful  and  premeditated  crimes,  this^nioce. 

they  ft»-uggle,  the  deeper  they  phinge ;:  every  word  that  procMa 

from  tkem  betrays  their  corifcious  and' ut^repeming  guilt.    Thus 

it  is  with  thefe  (hallow,  qualifying  words,  tkt  prejint  fiiuatiok  of 

affairs.^  which  are  but  theflimfy  palliatives  of  confcious  f^ilb  but 

too  furely  they  betray  the  malignant  nature  of  thaC  abundant  fti^re 

from  W4iic!h  they  proceed,  ahd  that  k  isueceffity*  andnotje?* 

morfej  Which  has  extoirted  the  conceifion.  n?  •'^^b'/r  o?  l-.'^v-  r^fbl 

If  the  difgrace  of  miniftei^  had  been  the  whole  <£  thd.niiailiMr, 

there  wbtild  have  btfen  but  little  caufe  of  regret ;  but  unfprtamatftljy- 

for  us,  the  irrctri*vabhi  difgrace  of  having  waged  a  cruel  war*^ 

for  tmjuftifiab!<»  and  deftra^Hve  ends,  is  fixed  upon  our  cobntjfyi 

by  a  public  avtowal  upon  principle,  that  the  termt  ofteredjb^r* 

America  in  tj^  year  iy/^i  before  th«J  war ,' oaghs  tO'  have  beees 

accepted  as  fotihdatioM  e^  peace,  froDs^fheiy  own  intfittfio  equity 

and  merit,  as^t»eipg  Utorlhtfieficiai  td  eur^  4wn  cmntryi  and  mare 
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fiift  tc  ali  parties.  Ten  thoufand  proclamations  after  tKis  will 
never  fet  u«»  in  the  opinion  of  mankind,  upon  the  ground  of  juf» 
tice  in  this  conteft.  The  t  'uh  is  plainly  this ;  when  the  miniftry 
had  loft  their  obje6is,  dominion  and  the  fign  manual,  they  fet  no 
Value  upon  the  pretexts.  Their  cloak  then  became  troublefome, 
and  they  threw  it  away.  Could  there  poflibly  be  any  doubt  that 
the  reat  ol]je6ls  of  the  war. have  been  dominion  and  the  fign 
manual,  this  proclamation  would  clench  convi£lion ;  for  had  the 
often  fible  obje6b  of  the  war  been  the  real  ones  in  the  view  of 
minifters,  the  conceflions  which  are  now  made,  as  upon  the  rea« 
Ion  and  juftice  of  the  cafe,  might  as  eafily  have  been  made  at  the 
time  when  thcfe  very  terms  were  offered  in  the  4th  refolution  of 
the  Congrefs  of  the  year  1774.  If  indeed  the  (bedding  a  deluge 
^  human  bbod  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  ipinifters,  they 
have  but  little  to  regret ;  for  if  they  had  been  fuccefsful  in  the 
tttmoft  degree,  ieven  to  reduce  America  under  their  feet,  the  ar- 
gument of  the  proclamation  declares,  that  they  would  have  vo- 
luntarily furrendered  every  oftenfible  obje£l  of  the  war ;  which 
fcrewS  up  the  dilemma  clearly  to  this  alternative,  either  that  this 
war  of  unexampled  barbarity  and  devaftation  was  carried  on  by 
the  miniftry  for  no  motives  at  all,  or  that  the  real  motives  wer^ 
different  from  thofe  which  were  held  out  oftenfibly.  Dominion^ 
and  the  (ign  manual,  have  been  thofe  motives,  thus  purfued  in 
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What  retribution  fhall  now  be  thought  due  to  America,  for  all 
the  blood  of  theirs  which  minifters  have  cruelly  and  wantonly 
(bed,  and  for  all  the  devaftation  which  they  have  committed  to 
the  utmoft  ftretch  of  malignant  fury  ?  If  the  magnanimity  and 
juftice  of  the  Britifli  nation  be  not  extinguiflied ;  if  the  agonies  of 
childlefs  parents,  the  defolation  of  widows,  and  the  tears  of  or- 
phans, can  touch  the  feelings  of  their  hearts ;  if  the  bitter  woes  of 
cruel  and  unmerited  injuries,  committed  upon  (he  defcendants  of 
their  own  blood,  can  move  them  to  vindicate  the  violated  rights  of 
humanity,  againft  the  devices  of  wicked  minifters,  and  evilcounfel- 
InM  i  tf  thti  tics  of  common  intereft  and  confanzuinitv  were  ever 
dear  to  them ;  or  if  the  renewal  of  friend(hip  und  fraternal  affec- 
tion bJ^jRilt  grateful  to  their  hearts ;  hear  the  laft  and  juft  appeal 
«f  Amefita.  '"^^ "^'*  '»?*k^^^^  r:'lit tr- hi^'i  c:  ihui^^  ^ "  i'^^f^  ^■^4''*' 
.,5uvii::..n^*.^-  Sa  ."When 
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IWJ'  When  will  our  Britifli  bi'etbreftfopeni' their  ears  to  the  calh 
**  ofjuftice  and  to  the  caufe  of  humanity  ?<  In  vain  have  we  ap- 
'*  pHed  to  them,  to  guard  them  againil  thd'ihfldious  arts  of  ah  ad- 
**  miniftration,  as  treacherous  in  their  defi^ns  upon  them,  as  cruet 
**  and  vindi£live  in  their  a6ls  towards  us.  AW  our  remonllrances 
*'  have  been  reprefented  as  fa6)ioufl  and  fedltious,  and  have  been 
«  perverted  to  difgufl;  by  thofe  very  minifters,  whofe  .malignant 
*'  defigns  they  were  intended  to  difdofe*  3ut  the  rel^y:oJ[..(he 
**  truths  contained  in  them  ftands  now  confefled.  The  conteft 
.**  has  been  fevere  to  us,  but  the  dark  defignii  of  thofe  wicked  mir 
■"  nifiers  have  at  length  been  defeated,  and  the  redemption  of 
M  Britifii  as  well  as  An)^ican  liberty  has  been  purchafed.at  the 
f  price  of  our  blood.  The  common  enemy  is  overthrown ;  and 
**  in  the  rage  of  the  difappointment,  they  have  confefled  their 
**  guilt.  They  have  now  openly  avowed,  by  public  proclamation, 
"that  the  pretended  obje£h  of  their  purfuit  would  not  even  have 
V  been  beneficial  to  their  own  country,  nor  fafe  for  its  dependen- 
^*  cies.  Why  have  you  not  believed  us,  when  we  have  advertifed 
"  you  of  thefe  things,  before  they  were  thus  cruelly  written  and 
*•  recorded  in  the  chara£lers  of  our  blood  ?  We  have  repofed 
**  the  higheft  confidence  in  the  generofity  and  good  fenfe  of  the 
*'  people  of  England.  We  have  known  that  it  has  been  the  craft 
**  of  your,  minifters,  to  urge  on  their  own  fecret  and  fanguinary 
"  defigns,  through  the  inftrumentality  of  a  parliament,  over  which 
**  they  have  obtained  a  moft  uncontroulable  afcendant.  They  have 
**  perfuaded  the  Britifli  nation  to  diftruft  our  moft  eameft  appeals, 
"  to  rejc£l  our  petitions,  and  to  turn  afide^rom  our  affeflionate 
"  applications  to  them,  with  the  moft  unfeeling  indifterence.  Yet 
"  we  may  with  confidence  appeal  not  only  to  our  words,  but  to  the 
**  whqle  tenor  of  our  afclions,  for  proof,  that,  from  the  very  putfet 
**  of  this  conteft  with  your  miniftry,  whom  we  have  always  confi- 
**  dered  as  our  open  and  your  fecret  enemies,  we  have  ftudied  in,/ 
*•  every  part  of  our.  conduft,  to  preferve  inviolate  the  national 
**  conneftion  and  affeftion  between  us.  Your  minifters  may  have 
**  perfua4ed  you  to  dift)elieve  thofe  profeflions  of  afte^i(Mi  and.at- 
"  tachmei?t^  which  we  have  made  perfonally  (o  you ;  yet  if ,  thefe 
T  things  had  not  really  beeif  fo,  why  flid^ld  our  #wii,  (?(M)gre& 
^  have  been  fo  earneft  to  remind  the  people  of  America  of  thofe 
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**  afiedions,  and  to  cultivate  in  them  the  cdntinuftace  "ot  Aich 
.•'  fentiments,  towards  the  parent  ftatc  ?  Hear  the  word*  of  th« 
"  firft  Congrefs  in  the  year  1774,  '^  *•  memorial  addreffed  to  their 
"  conllituents  the  people  of  America,  giving  an  account  of  the 
"  motives  which  had  regulated  their  confultations  and  condufi." 

*  Regarding  with  the  tender  afFeclion  which  we  knew  to  be  fo 
t  univerfal  among  our  countrymen,  the  people  of  that  kingdom 
fifrom  which  we  derive  our  origin,  we  could  not  forbear  to  regu- 

*  late  our  Aeps  by  an  expe6lation  of  receiving  full  convi6lion  that 

*  the  coloni(U  are  equally  dear  to  them.    Between  thefe  provinces 

*  and  that  body,  there  fubfifts  the  focial  band  which  we  ardently  wifli 

*  may  never  be  diflblved,  and  which  cannot  be  diflblved,  until  their 
1  minds  (hall  become  indifputably  hojhle  or  their  inattention  Vtai\ 

*  permit  thofj^  who  are  thus  hodile,  to  perflil  in  profecuting,  with 

*  the  powers  of  the  realm,  the  deUru6live  meafures  already  ope-* 
'.rating  againll  the  coloniils;  and  in  either  cafe  (hall  reduce  th» 
*.Utter  to  fuch  a  fituation,  that  they  fliall  be  compelled  to  re* 

*  nounce  every  regard  but  that  of  felf-prefervation.*  *'  Thefe 
**  were  not  the  hollow  and  infincere  profeHions  of  which  we  hav» 
"  been  falfely  accufed,  but  thetruell  teftimonies  of  national  fince- 
"  rity  and  attachment.  Thefe  were  the  efifufions  of  our  hearts, 
"  in  the  trying  hours  of  danger  and  difmay.  Can  you  Hnd  in 
**  thefe  words,  the  machinations  of  defigning  leaders,  and  ambiti-> 
^*  tious  demagogues,  pra^lifmg,  upon  their  credulous  country,  the 
"  infidious  arts  of  deceit,  fo  well  known  to  Britifh  minifiers  ? 
*'  Would  men  of  this  defcription,  and  with  the  defigns  imputed 
"  to  them  by  your  miniftry,  knowing  a  tender  affe^lion  towards 
*^  the  parent  (late  to  be  univerfal  among  their  countrymen,  have 
**  thus  cherifhed  it  in  the  fond  expefclation  of  an  equal  return  ? 
«  Would  they  have  recommended  to  their  country  the  moft  per- 
"  fevering  attachment  to  thofe  principles,  until  they  ihould  be  re< 
**  duced  to  fuch  a  fituation  as  to  be  compelled  to  renounce  every 
**  regard  but  that  of  felf.prefervation  ?  Have  your  miniilers 
*.*  a£led  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  reconcilement,  of  moderation,  and  for- 
*f  b^arance  ?  Have  they  inierpofed  the  peaceful  offices  of  me- 
**  diation  to  palliate  mutual  offences,  tp  abate  refentments,  and  io 
"  compofe  aniraoGties  ?  Have  they  been  the  blcfled  peace-raaker% 
•»  or  have  they  not  been  falfe  calumniators,  eajcitors  of  JQidOpfy 
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**  and  difeord,  and  the  remorielers  minifters  of  dark  and  faagut- 
**  nary  revenge  ?  Did  they  not  reje£l  our  pmitions  unheard,  and 
**  caft  us  out  from  the  national  prote£lion,  thereby  driving  us  to 
**  the  re)u£tant  neceflity  of  independence  ?  Were  they  not  the 
*'  firft  to  avail  themfelvcs  of  foreign  alliancesi  and  to  introduce 
**  unfeelinj^  mercenaries  into  this  civil  conteft,  while  we  had  re- 
*'  frained  from  calling  in  the  aid  of  thofe  powers,  who  were  the 
natural  rivals  of  your  grandeur?  Have  they  not  profecuted, 
with  all  the  powers  of  the  realm,  every  dellru£live  meafure 
**  againft  us,  thereby  compelling' us  finally  to  renounce  every  re- 
*'  gard  biit  that  of  felf-prefervation  ?  In  addition  to  alt  this  cata- 
"  logiie  of  crimes  and  cruelties,  they  now  proclaim  before  the 
"  whole  world,  that  they  have  dotie  all  thefe  things,  knowing,  at 
**  the  fame  time,  that  the  avowed  obje£ls  of  their  purfuit  were 
**  not  even  beneficial  to  their  own  country,  nor  fafe  for  its  depen« 
dencies ;  thus  infulting  their  country,  and  deriding  its  credulity, 
for  lending  themfelves  to  their  unjuft  and  fecret  defigns.  AU 
deception  is  therefore  now  done  awa}*.  Then  let  the  Britifh 
*'  nation  roufe  themfelves,  and  vindicate  the  national  honour  and 
**  juftice.  Here  let  them  lay  the  corncr-ftone  of  a  national  recon* 
••  cilcment  with  America.  War  can  have  no  fhadow  of  a  pre- 
•*  text  now,  but  henceforth  muft  become  mere  revenge.  Let  the 
**  people  of  Great-Britain  ftep  forth  and  arreft  the  bloody  hand  of 
••  undifguifed  revenge. '  Let  this  be  the  firft  pledge  of  future  re* 
**  concilement,  and  the  token  to  us  that  their  minds  are  not  indif- 
"  putably  hoftilq.  All  that  is  now  left  in  their  power  to  do,  caa 
"  amount t>ut  to  a  poor  recompence  for  thofe  numberlefs  miferies, 
"  which,  through  their  inattention,  a  Britifli  miniftry  have  been 
**  fufiered  to  heap  upon  our  devoted  heads.  Let  it  not  be  re- 
"  corded  of  thofe  who  have  been  the  aflertors  of  the  rightft  ot 
*'  mankind,  and  who  have  vindicated  the  violated  laws  of  juflice« 
**  againft  the  minifters  of  tyrants,  that  they  (hoiud  knowingly,  and 
♦*  with  their  eyes  open,  fufTer  their  own  minillers  to  proceed  ift 
"the  violation  of  all  the  rights  of  mankind,  on  the  lives  and  pro*. 
•*  perty  of  their  own  brethren  and  defcenuants,  after  a  full  and 
•*  acknowledged  conviction.  Be  once  more  yourfelves  again,  and 
^*  let  juftice  lay  the  foundation-ftone  of  peace."  fs^^^J^sfeig^^?^ 
But  who  cm  give  us  aflurance  that  thefe  are  n^w  ^e  fenti*  ^ 
'-"-'"         ■■•;■'■■'■■■  -..-.,■■  ments 
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ibents  of  Ameiica?  I  reply  Umt  yon  fliouk!  require  tliM  accouM 
at  the  hands  of  your  minifters.  That  thefe  have  hien  tho  fentift 
menti  of  Amerioa,  I  have  juft  now  given  you, the  proofs;  and;lr 
am  confident,  from  the  general  fentiments  of  my  countryi  that 
t&e  apprehenf^on  of  their  being  no  longer  fo,  i%  on  CHtr  psirt,  noi 
unattended  with.  regr«t.  If  tiacA  our  country  does  but  entertaia  » 
fecret  wifh,  tobe  ripfcued  from  a  part  of  thofe  evils,  into  which  their 
miaifters  have  plunged  them ;  if  they  are  prepared  to  receive  tem» 
perate  counfels,  and  to  abandon  the  fuggeftions  of  falCe  pride»  and 
dark  revenge,  which,  their  minifters  are  at  this  moment  fecretly  in- 
fliUing  into  their  ear%  the  mod  diftant  chance  which  can  be  fugged* 
edjfor  reftoring  tliie  ftate  of  national  affairs,  may  beintitled  toadif-. 
paiBonate  and  calm  difcuflion.  I  do  not  mean  to  fpeak  in  any 
degree  asdefpotidiiigof  thereftoration  of  national  affairs,  under 
vrifer  dounfela, :  but  lameinting,  that  whatever  change  pf  fyftem. 
may  hcncefoirward  take  place,  or  whatever  reverfal  of  pail  mea- 
fdrcs  may'  now). bedec vied  upofi^  yf t,. that  jail  future  remedy  mull 
come  too  late,  to  reftore  the  thoufaqds  pf  lives,  and  the  niiUiom.(]|£ 
property,  which  h^ve  been  faerificed  to  the  cruelty  and  pride  of 
ipinifbrs;  or  to^^fface  the  regret  of  my  country,  for  having  cn- 
trufled  the  powers  of  the  realm*  to  the  moft  dellruftive  purpofes, 
ilMo  fuch  f?lfe  and  Biiithlefs  hands. 

rJiTh^.  no  conf^leration  of  national  interefls  has  animated  the 
sniniOry  in  ?ny  part  pf  their  meafures,  is  no  lefs  evident  in  their 
qonceffions  to  America,  than  in  their  conduft  of  the  war.  The 
fiirrender  of  alUhe  beneficial  interefls  of  their  country,  under  the 
a&of  navigatipR,  appears  to  have  been  totally  fpontaneous  and 
voluntary  oq  th?  part  of  the  miniflry.  There  is  not  tlie  leaft  fha- 
dow  of  an  attempt  to  bargain  for  any  equivalent  conceffion .  Un- 
der what  clause  of  tlic  conciliatory  aft  can  this  conduft  be  jr.fli- 
ited  ?  The  furrender  of  parliamentary  taxation  is  juftified  fpeci- 
ally  under  an  aft  for  that  purpofe.  The  offer  of  perfeft  freedom 
of  fegiflation,  and  internal  government,  w  juflified  by  an  aft  of 
parliament,  evidently  leading  that  way,  by  the  repeal  of  the  Maf^^ 
fachufets'  charter-aft  of  the  year  i774-  ^^^  ^^ith  refpeft  to  the 
aft  of  navigation,  no  inftruftiotis  given  by  the  minittry  to  the 
commiffioners  can  be  juftified,  farther  than  to  authorize  them  to 
treat  and  confuH,  and  after  fucU  treaty  and  coiifaltation,  to  come 
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to  atiy  compromife  which  may  be  neceflary  in  their  judgment  and 
dikf#ii'>'  U  ^ot^un^tely  for  us,  thii  a£l  of  navigation  was  not  a 
^Inifter  dft,  itwai  ->nly  •  national  one.    The  miuiftry  faw 

vc.  Icarly,  i.^  no  ohjefch  vir  r  re  fiirrendcrcd  by  this  their  fud-* 
d(*«  and  voiuntary  conceflion  of  the  «ifil  of  navigation,  which- 
#«ie  in  any  degree  worthy  of  their  attention  ;  only  fuch  trifles, 
at  tlie  navy  of  England,  die  honour  of  the  Qritifll  flag  and  name, 
the  i(iffiff?ifrc€,  nianufa£lurcs,  rcvr»n»c,  and  land-rents  of  the 
COttntry,  our  fiflierics,  foreign  pofleflions,  and  domeftic  fecurity  ;. 
dbje£ls,  which,  according  to  their  eflimation,  are  not  to  be  held  in 
^omparifon  with  the  right  of  appointing  governora  in  America, 
or  the  fign  manual.  I  confefs  to  you,  that  the  lofs  of  this  a£l  of 
navigation  is  a  gloomy  topic  with  me,  wheneveif  I  flumble  upon; 
the  recolleflton  of  it.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  fhould  fay  too 
ihuch,  if  I  were  flitl  farther  to  coi>£ef9,  that  it  is  the  only  BritiOi 
inteteft  in  America,  which  I  ever  took  to  my  heart ;  hut  it  i»  gone,* 
irrecoverably  gone,  and  hatb  not  left  its  fellow  behind,  thoi^h- 
miniftersknew  hot  the  value  of  it.  >  ••       "J  ,'jk   -^^  /  ■»  j:» 

1  give  but  little  credit  to  the  good  will  ofmihiftlers,  For  the  jJrt?-' 
tended  relaxation  of  their  condufl  towards  Ameiica ;  but  I  flatt;:r 
rhyfelf  with  the  bed  profpe6U  of  forn  »  national  reconcilement  be-' 
tween  the  two  coi}ntries,  from  the  ready  ahd  univetfal  acquiefe^cnc^ 
of  alt  ranks  of  people  in  this  kingdom  to  the  fyftem  of  conceflion 
and  accommodation,  w;hich  has  been  lately  profefied  by  themini*^ 
ftfy,  and  which  has  been  fincerely  patronized  by  the  public.    We 
are  fo  far  upon  the  road  towards  a  national  reconcilenient,  that  this 
countryhas  univ^rfally declared  in  favourof  an  amitiable  negociatioii^ 
%yith  America.    But  ftill  there  is  one  rub,  which  however,  in  my 
opinion,  appears  by  no  means  unfufmountable.  I  mean  t^  ?  aW!un<^«si 
between  America  and  France.    I  will  . uideavour  to  lay  If  for ' ;  ''it  • 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  ftite  of  the  treaties  be^weei^inoitf  two 
parties,  and  to  didinguilh'  fuch  parts  of.  thofe  treaties  as  may  re^ 
main,  coTififtently  with  a  national  reconcilement  between  Great-: 
Britain  anc    '  rnerica,  from  fach  other  parts  of  them  as  muft  nc*| 
cefTarily  be  ro   vji  ifh^'c',  befon;  that  reconciliation  can  take  place.' 
"I'here  are  tv;o  t'  :at  ;  s  fubfiftirg  between  them,  which  have  been 
announced  to  the  public,  by  the  declaration  of  the  French  coort, 
and  by  publication  of  the  American  Congrefs, .  viz.  a  treaty  of 
commerce,  and  a  treaty  of  alliance.    As  to  the  former,  the  moft 
■swfc-^'  -'-^n;  ■»,--.■   ■•"■■^  ■  ■■  ■".--:w!-i:?^-'r  ::■''^^^  ■■  V ': '-'"v- V  •    ilrenuous 
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flrenuous  advocate  for  the  rights  and  intereftsof  this  country, 
is  no  longer  intitled  to  make  obje£lion  unlefs  it  fhould  contain  any 
excluPive  articles.  The  cominiflioriers  under  the  conciliatory  aftt 
)iftve  made,  on  the  lo  n  -^^f  June  1778,  a  formal  furrendei  of  all 
the  beneficial  intercIN  of  thcii   country  under  the  aft  of  naviga- 
tion, by  the  words,  "  1  o  extend  every  frepHom  to  trade  which  our 
*•  refpeftive  interefts  ean  reqiire."    The  coudifion  expreflcd  in 
the  propofition  does  not  refer  to  any  mutual,  combined,  or  united 
Jntereft,  but  to  the  rrfpedive  intereA  of  each  party,  and  therefor© 
•amounts  to  an  abfolute  concefllon.    Again,  in  the  proclamation 
vhich  I  have  commented  upon  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter, 
(bearing  no  date  in  any  printed  copy  that  I  have  feen,  but  appear- 
ing  by  the  context  to  have  been  ilTued  in  the  latter  end  of  June 
1778)  they  confirm  this  furrender  as  more  beneficial  to  our  own 
country  than  "  to  rellrain  the  trade  of  the  colonies."     Here  the 
words  ftand  fimply  and  unqualified  by  any  referer  :e  whatfoever. 
Again,  on  the  26th  of  Auguft  1778,  the  commiflioners  reciting, 
in  a  declaration  of  that  date,  the  extent  of  the  offers  nade  by  them- 
felves  to  the  Congrefs,  confirm  this  offer  in  the  foil  wing  words, 
viz. "  To  extend  every  freedom  to  trade,"  generally,  jnd  without 
any  words  of  conftruflion  or  limitation.    Therefore,  the  furren- 
der of  the  a6l  of  navigation  is  public,  abfolute,  and  unconditional, 
through  the  hands  of  commiflioners,  afting  under  an  a£r  of  parlia- 
ment, and  according  to  the  inflruflions  given  to  them  from  the 
adminiftration.    This  minifterial  furrender  of  the  a£l  or  naviga- 
tion, as  executed  in  form,  under  the  Conciliatory  a6ls,  amounts  to 
a  national  ratification  of  the  commercial  treaty  between  \merica 
and  France.  For  this  country  cannot  claim  any  right  to  rci  ind  any 
open  commercial  treaty  entered  into  by  America,  having  i  ivefted 
themfelves  of  all  their  right  and  title  to  oppofe  any  fuch  treaty  ,by  the 
general  and  unlimited  conceflion  to  America  of  extending  every 
freedom  to  trade.  Your  legal  attornies  have  publicly  and  folemnly 
ratified  that  a6l,  under  national  authority.     Miniflers,  in  th^s  un- 
conditional furrender  of  the  aft  of  navigation,  have  cut  off  the 
right  hand  of  their  country,  and  we  mull  fubmit.    There  is  no 
redrefss 

As  to  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  America  and  France,  I 
conceive  it  to  have  been,  on  the  part  of  America,  a  reluftant  aft 
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of  felf-defence ;  and  on  the  part  of  Fraticct  I  conccite  it  to  bave 
been  an  abfolute  and  dire£l  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations^  witb 
refpefl  to  Great-Britain.  On  this  latter  ground;  I  think  my 
country  has  a  right  to  demand^  that  this  alliance  be  reHnquiihffd 
on  the  part  of  France.  And  if  I  can  (hew  caufe  to  believe  that, 
on  the  part  of  America,  it  was  an  a£l  of  relu£lant  neceflity,  I  fliaU 
hope  that  this  conclulion  may  be  then  juftified, — that  the  heaits 
and  wifhes  of  America  would  readily  concur  in  peace  with  Qreat-^ 
Britain,  upon  the  terms  of  the  reUnquifhment  of  the  treaty  of 
alliance,  I  mean  on  the  part  of  France.  For  undoubtedly  they 
themfelves  will  never  make  a  facrifice  of  their  honour,  by  breakr 
ing  a  treaty  contrafled  in  their  necellity,  how  much  fbever  they 
may  regret  that  necellity.  This  treaty,  which  is.  now  become  an 
sJUance  between  America  and  France,  appears,  when  it  left  Eu" 
rope,  not  to  have  been  a  treaty  of  alliance,  but  a  ticiity  of  eveniuai 
alliance.  My  proofs  of  this  are,  firft,  from  the  declaraition.  of  the 
French  ambaifador,  Monf.  de,  Noailles,  on  the  t^  of  March  lailr, 
in  which  he  fays,  that  the  plenipotentiaries  of  France  and  Ame- 
rica have  figned  a  treaty  of  friendlhip  and  commerce,  but  n/tidhiout  ' 
ilipulating  for  any  exclufive  advantages  for  France;  and  he  adds, 
that  the  King  of  France  has  in  confequence  taken  eventual  mea- 
fures  in  concert  with  the  United  States  of  North- America.  Again, 
Monfieur  Gerard,  who  was  appointed  by  the  court  of  France  to 
attend  upon  this  treaty  in  its  paifage  to  America,  fbon  after  his 
arrival,  on  the  6th  of  Auguft  1778,  introduces  it  to  the  Congredi 
wiili  thefe  words,."  The  hoUile  defigns  of  the  common  enemy 
*^  have  given,  to  engzgements  purely  eventual^  an  immediate,  pofi- 

"  tive,  permanent,  and  indiflbluble  force.'* On  the  fame  day 

the  Congrefs  return  their  anfwer  in  the  following  words:  "  We 
**  ardently  wifli  to  (heathe  the  fword,  and  to  fpare  the  farther  effii- 
"  fion  of  blood ;  but  we  are  determined,  by  every  means  in  our 
•♦  power,  to  fulfil  thoie  eventual  engagements,  &c.**  This  eventual  : 
treaty  was  figned  by  the  American  commiflloners  at  Paris,  juft  in 
that  period  of  time  while  they  were  kept  in  fufpence  as  to  the 
nature,  extent,  intentions,  or  fmcerity,  of  the  fuppofed  concilia*  ' 
tory  propofitions,  which  had  been  announced  by  the  minifler  three 
months  before.  Thefe  conciliatory  propofitions  were  ftudioufly 
with-held,  while  the  miniilry  were  ufmg  their  utmoft  endeavours 
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to  raifc  15,000  men  from  Scotland,  Manchefter,  &c.  and  to  plunge 
the  nation  into  the  general  adoption  of  the  war,  by  entangling 
{irivate  individuals  in  fubfcriptions  of  money,  to  be  put  direftly 
into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  unconncftedly  with  parliament,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  authority  of  Great-Britain  ovtr  the 
rebellious  Colonies,  Such  were  the  terms  and  objcfts  held  out  for 
thefc  fubfcriptions.  But  when  the  bills  themfelves  made  their 
appearance  in  parliament,  which  was  not  till  after  this  eventual 
treaty  was  figned,  their  contents  were  found  to  be  an  abfolute  fur- 
render  of  all  the  authority  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  over 
the  Colonies.  What  then  is  the  charge  againft  this  eventual 
treaty  ?  It  is  this ;  that  America,  with  an  evil  mind,  engaged  in, 
and  confented  to,  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  France,  having  the 
fuHeft  reafon  to  be  confident,  that  every  poffible  concelfion,  ne- 
ceflary  towards  eilabliihing  a  fafe  and  permanent  peace,  would  be 
made?  Upon  what  grounds  were  they  to  conclude  this  ?  Did 
the  minifter  declare  that  he  was  preparing  a  bill  for  furrendering 
every  claim  of  paiiiamenury  fupremacy  over  the  colonies,  viz. 
jparliamentary  taxation,  parliamentary  controul,  and  the  a£l  of 
navigation  ?  No ! — Were  they  to  conclude  that  the  miniftry  in 
the  cabinet  were  meditating  this  univerfal  furrender  of  all  the 
authority  of  Great-Britain,  from  their  public  and  well-known 
condufl,  in  employing  all  their  partizans  abroad,  with  the  utmoft 
fury,  to  engage  in  private  fubfcriptions  \\\g  friends  to  their  King 
and  country  y  in  order  tofupport  the  authority  of  Great' Britain  over 
her  rebellious  Colonies  ?  Surely  fuch  condu£l  on  the  part  of  the 
miniftry  could  not  juftity  the  confbxi6lion  of  any  fuppofed  aunica- 
hie  and  paciiic  diipofitions  towards  America.  The  only  authentic 
nkanifeftation  of  the  minifterial  intentions  was  conveyed  through 
the  King's  fpeech,  at  the  opening  of  the  preceding  feflion  of  par- 
Iiament,on  November  20th  1777,  which  declared  the  neceflity  of 
^xtfdxmg  for  Juck farther  operations  of  war  ^  as  the  obflinacy  oftht 
rebels  might  render  expedient.  The  addreifes  of  the  two  Houfe& 
of  parliament  exprefled  their  full  fatisfa6lion  and  concurrence 
with  fuch  meafures.  Could  it  then  be  expe£^ed  that  the  Americans 
ihould  conftrue  all  thefe  concurrhig  teftimonies,  of  the  continu* 
ance  of  hoftile  meafures,  as  fo  many  pledges  that  the  minifters 
intended  to  f  elin^utfli  hoftility,  and  to  proce^  by  the  road  of 
-     ;  :  F2  conciliation 
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r  conciliation  and  unlimited  conceCTion  ?    It  is  an  infult  upon  the 
underftandings  of  mankind,  to  pretend,  that  an  explicit  declara- 
tion of  war  from  the  throne  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  fi6lion,  prepa- 
ratory to  the  furrender  of  every  parliamentary  claim  of  legiflation 
and  fupremacy,  and  of  every  beneficial  intereft  of  this  country. 
No  one  can  expeft  tliat  the  Americans  Oiould  have  refigned 
■  therafelves  with  implicit  confidence,  in  the   fincerity  and  good 
faith  of  &  miniftry,  who,  in  every  public  aft  of  their  own  and  of 
•their  partizans,  difcovered  the  certain  and  unequivocal  marks  of 
duplicity.  However,  under  all  thefe  juftifiable  caufes  of  fufpicion, 
they  dill  did  not  run  headlong  into  an  a&ual  treaty  of  alliance 
,with  France ;  as  long  as  the  terms  of  the  conciliatory  propofitions 
were  undivulged,  and  as  long  as  the  mode  of  the  negociation 
carried  any  pretence  of  being  condufted  unconneftedly  with  force 
of  arms,  they  refufed  to  bind  their  country  to  an  aBual  alliance ; 
but  they  tranfmitted  to  America  a  treaty  pureiy  eventual,  which 
.  was  to  receive  pofitive  and  permanent  force,  upon  the  continua- 
tion of  hoilile  meafures  and  defigns,  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli  mi- 
,  niftry  towards  America.  It  is  therefore  the  Britifli  miniftry  again, 
who  have  given  the  ratification  of  force  and  effeft  to  this  (vnntual 
treaty  of  alliance,  while  the  Americans  feem,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  have  been  reluftant,  to  the  very  la|l  moment,  to  fliut  the  door 
tp  reconciliationt 

It  is  no  fecret,  that  the  court  of  France  have  afted  a  coH  and 
unfriendly  part  towards  the  Americans,  till  they  had,  by  their  own 
exertions,  eftabliflied  their  own  caufe.  There  are  three  milli- 
ons of  people  in  America  as  fully  convinced  of  that  propofition, 
as  the  commiflioners  themfelves,  who  call  the  interpofition  of 
France  infidious.  The  fame  three  millions  of  people  are  equally 
convinced,  that  there  is  no  other  unfurmountable  obftacle  to  a 
national  reconciliation  with  Great-Britain,  but  the  fatal  inter- 
pofition of  a  Britifli  miniftry,  more  infidious  than  the  court  of 
Francs :  and,  I  am  confident,  that  of  all  the  millions  of  people 
throughout  the  French  dominions,  without  excepting  the  minifter 
himfelf  who  figned  the  eventual  treaty,  there  is  no  one  who  is 
unapprized  or  unconvinced  of  thefe  truths.  It  is  folly  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  recent,  reluftant,  and  felf-interefted  obligations,  on  the 
P^rt  of  France,  (hould  take  full  and  inftantaneous  pofTeflion  of  the 
^  f^-^'-    ■'  '"  '  ■  -■  •   •  •-  ■  hearts 
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hcarte  and  affeftions  of  three  millions  of  people  in  America,  to 
the  exclufion  even  of  regret  upon  the  lofs  of  ancient  hereditary 
conneftions  and  fraternal  confanguinity.  But  there  is  no  road 
left  open  for  a  pacific  interview  which  might  lead  to  reconcile- 
ment. There  is  a  Britilh  miififtry  poffefling  every  avenue,  and 
interpofing  fire  and  fword.  The  catalogue  of  obligations  from  the 
court  of  France  towards  America  is  yet  but  recent,  and  little 
more  than  a  blank.  It  is  the  Britilh  miniftry  who,  by  every 
thought,  word,  and  aft,  are  labouring  to  fill  up  the  blanks  of  that 
catalogue.  It  was  the  continuation  of  the  war  againft  America, 
after  the  offer  of  the  conciliatory  bills,  which  firft  gave  force  and 
effeft  to  the  eventual  alliance  with  France ;  and,  therefore,  it  b 
the  farther  profecution  of  the  fame  hoftiie  and  vindiftive  mea- 
fures  on  the  part  of  the  minifters  of  this  country,  which  alcne 
can  drive  America  ftill  clofer  into  the  arms  of  France,  and  cement 
that  alliance  for  ever. 

In  the  whole  conduft  of  America,  there  is  univerfally  the  mark 
of  relu£lant  neceffity.  If  an  alliance  with  France  had  been  their 
original  choice  and  preference,  they  need  not  have  concluded  an 
eventual  treBty.  Obferve  another  incident  upon  the  arrival  of 
this  eventual  treaty  with  America,  which  curforily  may  appear 
a  trifle  light  as  air  ;  yet,  to  my  judgment,  it  bears  the  mark  x.2 
deep  impreflion — Monf.  Gerard,  who  attended  on  the  part  of  his 
own  court,  as  the  anxious  candidate  for  this  eventual  alliance,  in- 
troduces it  in  terms  denoting  his  triumphant  fatisfaftion :  '*  The 
"  conneftions  formed,  by  the  King  my  mafter,  with  the  United 
"  States  of  America,  is  fo  agreeable  to  him,  that  he  could  no 
*•  longer  delay  fending  me  to  refide  among  you,  for  the  purpofe  of 
*'  cementing  thofe  eventual  engagements  which  have  acquired  im- 
"  mediate^  pofitive,  permanent,  and  indi[folubU  force." — The  Con- 
grefs  return  their  anfwer  in  terms  of  firmnefs  and  conftancy,  but 
not  of  triumph — '*  We  lament  that  luft  of  domination  which  gave 
"  birth  to  the  prefent  war,  and  hath  prolonged  and  extended  the 
"  miferies  of  mankind :  we  ardently  wi(h  to  fheathc  the  fword, 
"  and  fpare  the  farther  effufion  of  blood  ;  but  we  are  determined, 
"  by  every  means  in  our  power,  to  fulfil  thofe  eventual  engage- 
"  ments  which  have  acquired  pofiti\e  and  permanent  force.'* 
They  acknowledge  that  the  eventual  engagements  are  become 
r.       •  .  pofitivt 
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fvfaive  and  permanent^  but  upon  the  terms  immediate  and  indiffo' 
iuble,  they  are  filent :  they  neither  exult  in  the  one,  nor  declare 
their  alfent  to  the  other.  If  any  one  does  not  fee  in  thefc  fea^ 
tHres  the  fecret  tokens  of  kindnefs  and  remaining  regret,  (veieris 
vejligia  fiamma:)  I  think  it  mud  be  owing  either  to  dullnefs  of 
apprehenfion,  or  to  unfeelingnefs  of  heart.      *^"  -^^f^^-t  ^  !?*  :  *' 

I  will  now  enumerate  a  few  plain  propofitions,  of  which  I  hope 
that  I  have  given  fufficient  proof:  firft,  that  the  people  of  Great- 
Britain  and  America  are  well  difpofed  towards  each  other,  and 
towards  a  national  reconcilement ;  fecondly,  that  the  conduft  of 
America,  in  the  negociation  of  the  eventual  alliance,  carries  evi- 
dent marks  of  relu3ance  correfponding  to  that  limited  obliga- 
tion, which  tliey  acknowledge  as  due  to  France,  for  having  aflifled 
them  in  the  campaign  fubfequent  to  the  convention  of  Saratoga ; 
making  abatement  for  the  coldnefs  and  inefficacy  of  their  pro- 
feflions,  during  the  campaign  of  1777,  when  their  af&irs  were 
at  the  fevered  trial ;  thirdly,  that  America  is  defirous  of  peace, 
or,  to  ufe  their  own  words  in  their  anfwer  to  Monf.  Gerard, 
ardently  xoijh  to  Jheathe  the/word^  and  to  /pare  the  farther  effu- 
Jion  of  blood.  In  correfpondence  with  this  wifli  of  America  for 
peace,  Monf  Gerard  declares,  on  the  part  of  his  court,  in  his 
addrefslo  the  Congrefs,  that  the  procuring  peace  to  America  is 
the  objeSl  of  the  alliance.  Upon  thefe  grounds,  I  think,  without 
any  deep  refinement  or  refearch,  one  fimple  propofition  oflfers 
itfelf,  which  is,  To  withdraw  the  Britifli  fleets  and  armies  from 
America,  and  to  make  an  offer  of  peace  to  America,  upon  this 
condition,  1  hat  t]ic  eventual  ivtdXy  of  alliance  fhall  be  relinquiihed 
on  the  part  of  Fi  ance.  Who  will  make  any  objeBion  ?  Not 
America !  For  if  independence  and  peace  be  their  objefls,  it 
can  be  no  grievance  to  them,  to  be  emancipated  from  any  depen- 
dence upon  France,  and  to  be  releafed  from  that  eventual  treaty 
into  which  they  have  entered  with  fo  much  apparent  reluflance. 
Will  France  object  ?  In  their  hearts  I  believe  they  will;  but  I 
think  they  will  be  at  a  lofs  for  feme  fpecious  pretext.  Will  they 
fay  to  their  new  allies,  whom  they  treated  with  coldnefs  and 
neglect  till  after  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  "  We  know  that 
*•  you  ardently  wijk  to  Jheathe  the  fword^  and  to  flop  the  farther 
"  fS^f^on  of  bloody  but  we  rcfufe  the  condition  required  on  our 

r    ■  .  "part 


>  I     {/ 


>- 


), 


"  part  for  the  eftablifliment  of  your  peace,  although  our  miniflet 
"  has  declared  in  our  name  to  Congrefs,  that  your  repofe  and 
"  peace  were  the  objeds  of  that  alliance  ;  you  have  incurred  the 
"  penalty  of  the  l^ond,  and  we  will  not  relax.  We  are  frefli  for 
"  the  contell  of  war.  You  have  endured  much.  Let  the  Bri- 
**  tilh  miniftry  continue  thair  ravages  of  fire  and  fword  through* 
"  out  your  country,  if  it  be  their  option,  as  no  doubt  it  will 
"  be.  Eventual  engagements  are  become  pojitiv  ^and  permanent^ 
*'  and  they  (hall  remain  indijfoluble''  If  that  ihould  be  the  lan- 
guage from  France  to  America,  let  it  work.  The  very  adhe- 
rence to  the  treaty,  on  the  part  of  France,  muft  be  a  breach  of  the 
fundamental  principle  of  it ;  viz.  peace  to  America.  There  is  no 
evafion  from  this  dilemma.  If  the  court  of  France  relinquidi* 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  the  Gordian  knot  is  united ;  if  they  refufe^' 
it  is  cut. 

So  much  for  this  treaty  of  eventual  alliance.    But  we  are  not 
upon  folid  ground  yet.    Minifters  are  groping  and  undermining; 
ftiU.    The  parliament  ihall  not  confent.    Taxation  is  gone ;  le-^ 
giflation  is  gone;  the  a6l  of  navigation  (to  my  bitterefl;  regret)  is 
furrendered.    But  minifters  have  ftill  a  pretext  left.    This  pre-' 
text  has  not  yet  received  a  name.    It  is  fome  equivocal  creation^ 
between  dependence  and  independence,  which  is  obfcurely  and 
^•ag|lely  hinted  at,  on  the  part  of  the  commifliDners,  in  all  their 
proclamations  and  negociations  with  the  Congrefs,  and  fuppofed 
to  be  neceflkry  to  fomething  which  they  call  an  union  of  farce.'' 
This  ambiguous  thing,  when  dragged  out  into  day-light,  will  prove ' 
to  be  neither  more  norlefs  than  a  fcheme  to  plunge  the  nation  into 
three  or  four  more  campaigns,  at  the  additional  expence  of  thirty' 
or  forty  millions,  the  farther  lofs  of  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  of  our 
fellow-fubjefts,  the  general  devaftation  of  America  to  the  utmoft 
ftretch  of  minifterial  rage,  and  the  final  objea,  fuppofed  to  be  at- 
tainable by  thefe  means,  is  ftiled  an  union  of  free.  The  truth  is, 
that  this  union  offorce^  which  is  infinitely  moredefirable  than  the 
dependence  of  any  one  nation  upon  another,  n/ight  be  within  our 
reach,  if  we  would  aft  wifely  and  confiftently.    But  our  minifters 
are  ftriving  to  fead  us  in  this,  as  they  have  done  in  every  thing 
eile,  to  the  total  deuruaion  of  the  very  objea  vhich  they  pretend 
topurfue.    An  union  of  force  with  any  na:ion,  can  only  be 
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fecured  by  obtaining  the  good  will  of  that  nation :  and  therefore 
the  principles  of  a  foederal  alliance,  founded  upon  mutual  affec* 
tion,  common  interell,  and  common  confent,  muft  be  the  only 
folid  bafis  for  an  union  of  force.  Mutual  affeflion  and  common 
interefts  will  bind  two  nations  together,  to  every  effeft  of  an  union 
offorcey  whether  they  be  independent  of  each  other,  or  one  of 
them  dependent  upon  the  other.  Obferve  the  courfe  of  the  rea- 
foning  on  the  part  of  the  comrailTtoners.  They  fay  to  America,  in 
a  letter  to  Congrefs,  dated  July  13,  1778,  "  We  are  not  inclined 
*'  to  difpute  with  you  about  the  meaning  of  words,  but  fo  far  as 
"  you  mean  the  entire  privilege  of  the  people  of  North-America 
•*  to  difpofe  of  their  property,  and  to  govern  themfelves  without 
any  reference  to  Great-Britain,  beyond  what  is  nece/fary  to  pre- 
ferve  that  union  of  force  ^  in  which  our  mutual  fafety  and  ad- 
vantage confifts,  we  think  fo  far  their  independence  is  fully  ac 
**  knowledfred  in  the  terms  of  our  letter  of  the  tenth  of  June."  The 
paflage  thus  alluded  to  in  the  letter  from  the  Commiflfioners  to 
the  Congrefs  of  the  tenth  of  June,  is  their  offer  "  to  eftablifh  the 
'*  power  of  the  refpe6live  legiflatures  in  each  particular  ftate,  to 
"  fettle  its  revenue^  its  civil  and  military  eftablilhments,  &c."  The 
Commiflioners^  after  this,  proceed  to  ftate  argumentatively  the 
grounds  and  principles  upon  which  this  union  of  force  is  to  be 
eftabliflied.  •'<  In  the  mean  time,  we  affure  you,  that  no  circum- 
"  fiance  will  give  as  more  fatisfaftion,  than  to  find  that  the  extent 
"  of  our  future  ccnnedion,  is  to  be  determined  on  principles  of 
"  mere  reafon^  ana  confiderations  oi, mutual  inter e/l^  on  which  we 
"  are  likewife  williig  to  reft  the  permanence  of  any  arrangements 
"  which  we  may  form."  If  I  can  underftand  any  courfe  of  rea- 
foning,  this  amounis  to  a  virtual  abdication  of  American  depen- 
dence, and  reduces  the  whole  point  to  the  principles  of  a  foederal 
alUance.  The  force  of  a  nation  is  the  command  of  its  men 
and  money.  The  Britifli  Comraiffi  oners  have  fully  acknowledged 
the  independence  cf  America  over  their  revenue  and  military  efta- 
blilhments/which  are  the  only  branches  confpiring  to  any  union  of 
force,  therefore  they  have  given  up  the  article  of  independence, 
as  far  as  relates  to  ai  union  of  force.  By  that  ceffion  they  have 
cut  On  an  tue  Claims  of  this  country  over  the  common  force,  ex- 
cept what  fhall  arife  from  the  common  intereft  and  commons 
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oonfcjU  of  the  parties.  There  is  therefore  no  way  left  to  effcft 
munifcm  of  force  between  the  two  count][ies,  confiftcnt  with  the 
fqleainfurrender  to  AiQerica  of  the  rights  of  the  purfe  and  of 
the  fword^  but  upon  the.  principles  of  fosderal  alliance. 

If  I  could  have  had  my  choice  of  all  the  arguments  in  the  world, 
to  fupportthe  propofition  of  giving  an  offer  of  peace  to  America, 
Vpon  the.  condition  of  tjj^e  evcniual  treaty  of  alliance  between 
France  ^nd  America  being  relinquiflied,  I  would  have  taken  thole 
very  argun^entsjrom  tbelf  ^e|^^pf  the  Commiflionersjuft  now  cited. 
The  Corotniffioners  haye,  to  ^cry  fubftanti^l  effcft,  fully  acknow** 
ledgedtibe  independence  .of  Anierica.  The  propofition,  therefore, 
which.  I  have  ftateid,  M„Qn]y.  fupplementary  to  this,  viz.  If 
America  is  to  become  fubiiantially  independent  of  Great-Bri- 
|ain».,M  th^m  be  independent  of  France  and,  of  all  the  world. 
Agreed,  fay  th^  CommifRoii^irs^  if  we  can  but  fettle  this  point  of 
the  union  of  font ;  anid  all  tlijat  we  require  is,,  "  that  tlje  extent  of 
*'  ou^r,  future  c^nn^'^tV'/tihould  be  determined  upon  the  principles 
**{^^mjrfljc(if9n^  ^d  .C9n|id^ratiQns  of  mu/W  zn/er^/,  on  which 
"  we  ire  Jikewife  willing  to  left  the  permanence  of  any  arrange- 
**  m^rit^  we  may  form."  The  anfwer.  then  is  fhortly  this:  If 
Aniejica,  as  the  condition  of  peace,  can  prevail  with  the  court  of 
Fraq<;e  \(^  i;€ilinquifh  the,  eventual  treaty  of  alliance,  they  will  then 
be  free^o  a£^  as  the  principles  of  mere  reafon^  and  as  the  confidera- 
tiops  pf  mutual  inteYe/t  fhall  guide  them,  which  is  all  that  the  par- 
^^mentary  commifTioners  require.  The  commifTioners  have,  in 
then^pfi  argumentative  and  explicit  mamiiei'^  abdicated  every  other 
claim,,  i^i^d  reft  all  the  {m\xxt  connedion  m\\i  America,  and  the 
perTn^nen(^fif  any  fuch  fviture  conneclion^  upon  the  confiderations 
oi  mere  rea/bn  znA  mutual  intere/L    .  '.^'' ,'  *  .  .-. 

What  thpn  have  we  left  to  fight  for  ?  Every  national  intereft, 
and  all  parliamentary  claims,  have  been  relinquifhed  by  minifters 
Ipngago.  Even  that  flumbling-block  of  independence  is  now 
fwept  away.  Minifters  do  not  contend,  on  the  part  of  their  coun- 
try, fox  any  future  clain^  of. rights  over  America.  The  utmofl 
extent  TX^yf  propofed  by.  them  for  any  future  annexion  with  Ame- 
rica, is , to  he  determined  uppn  principles  of  mere  reafon  and  con- 
fiderations of  »»wW  tw^fr^i?. .  If  thefe  are  their  real  principles. 


ivhy  have  they  npt,  and  wii;^ao  tney  not  proceed  upor 
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&nd  ftrait  road  to  peace?  There  muft  be  fome  lurking  motive  which 
we  have  not  yet  fathomed.  Thsit  lurking  motive  is  ftill  one  of 
the  fame  which  has  gili^ed  their  counfeh  and  conduQ  in  fcvery 
thought,  word,  and  deed.  They  are  Hill  hankering;  to  the  very 
lall  expiring  ftruggle,  after  that  unconquerable  and  everla'fting  at- 
tachment of  their  hearts,  dominion  utider  the  royal  ham^. 

A  very  few  words  to  fu|)ply  the  context  Will  mafke  the  whole 
fyftem  perfi^aiy  in^i^lllgible.  Parllamcfnt,  indeed,  (hail  make  an 
abfolute  furrender  of  the  purfe  and  of  (he  fword  to  America, 
faving  and  referving  to  the  croWn,  th6  eommatid  oveir  the  money 
and  men  of  Americai  as  ^lefceifiufy  to  an  union  ofjbrce.  This 
lubftitution  of  the  crown  is  no  drain  Updh  the  conftrul^ion ;  it  is 
always  tacitly  uhderftood,  iintefs  it  is^kjrreffsly  relih^uifhed.  It 
emerges,  of  courfe,'  upoii  any  quc'ftiOn  of  executive  6r  fibed<^ral 
powers.  I  will  now  qiibte  to  yon  the  words  of  a  ptocliitiAtidtk  of 
the  Britifh  commillibriers  in  Amef  ica,  In  Which  (without  even  a 
tranflent  thought  of  parlisiilient]  they  plead  vtry  patheticlillj^fdf  the 
re-adraiflion  of  royal  prerogatives  into  America.  YOu  may  thfen 
judge,  whether  I  have  given  an  unfair  or  unbandi(i"6'<^hilhi£^ion 
of  it.  It  is  another  part  of  the  facne  prdclamation  6t  which  1 
have  fpoken  fo  much  already :  the  words  are  as  foMbw':' ** The 
"  Congrefs,  the  aftemblies,  and  the  people  of  Ameriti,  Will  judge 
*'  for  tliemfelves,  whether  that  union  of  force**  (vi2.  under  the 
crown)  '*  which  we,  on  our  part,  deem  of  fo  much  advantage  tO 
*'  Great- Britain,  may  not  be  of  equal  advantage  to  thetii*  And 
**  whether  the  internail  peace  of  their  own  fyftem  will  ndt  he 
"  more  fecure  under  the  title  and  roajelly  of  the  King  df  Cxif^at- 
*'  Britain,  whofe  prerogatives  are  exercifed  within  'l{ri£i  limita* 
*'  tlons,  and  whofe  authority  will  infure  the  regular  exettition  of 
"  every  law,  that  may  be  provided  by  the  repreferitativ^s  of  the 
*•  people,  &c.'*  Thefe  are  new  doftrines,  to  be  held  out  in  i 
jproclamation  by  parliamentary  commifTioners.  The  nation  ha$ 
been  immerfed  in  profound  darkn^fs  and  etrors  for  many  yntets ; 
they  have  been  inftru£led  to  believe,  that  they  were  fighting  for 
fome  national  rights,  or  for  parliamentafry  fupremacy ;  btrt  they 
have  been  grievoufly  deceived,  an^  mHled :  Domihibh  sind  Pne* 
rogative  have  been  the  Alpha  and  Omega.  Ibdiev€  We  are  now 
got  to  the  very  bottom  of  all  hbttonu.  Pariiament  may  futrender 
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iM  fttpf^micx  aod  l^iflauoo,  snd  uxi^iop,  and  tbe  ad  of  luivigar 
tiQQ,  v^d  all  tbe  bsnoGcial  imerelU  of  (he  nation :  but  if  miiu^ 
fitrs  CQV1I4. prevail,  to  cilabliih  ibe  crpwn  at  the  Y  I  of  all  th^ 
executive  «i>d  falderal  powers  of  the  whole  cominent  of  Araexica, 
independent  and  uncontrouled  by  paHUment,  all  would  again  be 
well  for  t^em*  Thirty  or  forty  millions  of  money  at  the  nation's 
coft,  and  thirty  or  forty  thoiifand  lives,  ye  matters  of  very  trivia) 
cpndderations  in  the  purfuit  of  fuch  Ql>ie£);9,  fpr  the  purpofe  of. 
augmenting  the  power  of  the  minifters  of  tjie  crown }  but  cer. 
CainJy  for  no  purpofe  beneficial  to  our  owp  countiry.  Tjiefe  are 
the  obje£ls  which  mimften  have  invariably  purfued,  from  the 
firft  to  the  lad.  Such  proportions  as  the(e  being  avowed  and 
Ytcited  in  a  public  procU^i^tion*  y'lZp  to  inveft  the  crown  with 
all  the  executive  and  fcederal  powers  of  the  whole  continent  of 
North-America,  independent  of  a  Britiib  parliament,  and  this 
after  the  furrender  of  every  nptlonal  imerefl  and  parliamentary 
claimt  brings  up  the  charge  to  proof  pofitive — and  I  will  venture, 
to  fay,  that  they  never  will  voluntarily  relinquiOi  thofe  obje£b, 
till  they  fliall  have  attempted  to  wreck  their  vengeance  upon  Ame- 
rica,  for  their  defeat,  by  a  favage  and  univarial  devaftatiMi  of  the 
whole  continent;  or  until  they  fliall  have  brought  on  fome  nati« 
tHial  convuHion  at  home,  perhaps  the  deftru£^ion  of  their  country. 
It  b  a  matter  of  aftonifhment  to  me  that  mihifters,  how  little 
foever  they  may  value  the  interefts  of  their  country,  fliould  not 
at  lead  begin  to  eiitert^in  fome  apprebenfions  for  themlislves.  It 
is  a  hazardous  refponfjibility  which  i^  wife  man  would  take  upon 
himfelf,;To  lead  a  country  to  ruin.  They  have  already  involved 
us  in  a  war  with  (me  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  Spain 
is  under  arms.''   Wh«i  the  day  of  terror  and  confternation  comes, 

will 
"  '      '  *  The  following  Lift  may  be  depended  upon  a<  authentic. 
Li^a  de  la  Efyuadra  que  efta  alfrefente  armada,  y  prefarada  para  bac<rfs 
alaTetdt  enCadixy  hoi  iz  Sept.  ijyi. 
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La  Santifluna  Trinidad     >  na 

El  San  Nicholas deBati    -      jt^ 

MFenix      -    -    -  %    .      t» 

La  Princeia      -    -    -    -79 

EiRayo      -    -    •    •    v  |? 

Ei  San  Jofeph        -    *     -  ;vff 

£1  San  Fernando    -    -    •'     80 

El  San  Lorenzo     -    - ,    •      79 

£1  San  Luis      -    -    -    -      So 

La  Santa  Ifabe)      .    -    .      ^q 
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Will  the  Mdii  ftand  their  friend,  in  tttM*  fdt  tlfit  iiiMiei!  f)^^ 
t^M  of  fal(hood  and  deception,  under  which  they  have  wHlt^dmil* 
lions  upon  millioni,  deftroyed  thoufands  upon  thoufands  of  their 
feIlow.fubje£ls,  and  have  made  an  univerfal  facrifice  of  the  bene- 
ficial intereib,  the  honour  and  reputation  of  their  country  ?-^ 
Will  an  obfequious  parliament  prote£l  them  ? — Let  them  not 
truft  too  far  to  that.  The  day  may  come  when  a  miniftcfial  ma- 
jority may  hide  their  dihninifhed  heads :  that  complacent  majo- 
tity  are  beft  fuited  to  fuccefs  and  ^ir  weather.  If  the  florm  be- 
gins to  gather,  the  tables  may  be  turned,  and  minifters  themfelves 
may  be  bought  and  fold.  Thus  much  for  what  is  called  the  mi- 
nifterial  majority.  However,  things  are  not  yet  tom^,  to  that 
pafs,  that  this  minifterial  majority  is  the  whole  body  of  ptrlia- 
ment.  The  country  members,  and  country  gentlemen,  carry  re- 
fpcft  and  confidence  wherever  they  gd.  They  may  be  liable  to 
deceptions  as  other  men  are,  but  it  is  not  pofHble  to  fupppfe  that 
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Bl  San  Francifeo  de  Afii   -  70 

..  £1  Santo  Domingo       «    «  70      . 

4  £1  Sao  Pafqual  Baylon       -  70 

£lSaq  Julian      r    -    .    •  70   . 

"^  £1  San  Francifeo  de  Paula  70    ; 

£1  San  Raphael       -    -    -  70 

r^'  'laGalicia     •    r    • '''#  ■'^#'  'y(j|-';''i' 
1-  -  ta Gallardo -  - *;  '  ^i^-ili^^i'^-fH^-^'- 

' .. ElDiligente       -    •    -    V  70 

\,.£1  San  Pedro  Apoftol    -    -  70 

£lGuerrero  -    -    •  .  -    -  70 

,    ElPoderofo        -    -    »    -  70 

El  San  Jfidro      -    .    -    -  70 

El  ViCtoriofo      »    -    -    -  7<>    1., 

£1  Angel  de  da  Guarda     -  70 , 

.     El  San  Pablo     -    -    -    .  70 

sElOriente     ^    -.  -    -    -  70 

^   ElAtlante    -----  70 

£lVelafco     -----  70 
:     EIGIoiiofp   -    -    -    - 
;    El  Terrible  -    -    -    « 

ElMonarca  .    .    -    > 


•tm 


ElVencedot  -  •"•'-«'.-  tjro 
El  San  Miguel  -  vita*))  &'  ftt 
£1-San  Eugenio  ■  Jm-nxi  •  !  90> 
£1  Santiago  Elpanjp-  ^^^p.^  jj  ^|» 

£1  Dragon    -    •,^-.   hj.  r.^Attn 
ElAftuto      -    -    «    •,.«    60 
ElSanlndoro    ..    •'^  -    -    «• 

■ -La^ America   ■;'.^'e|j^^*r'y 
El  San  Leandro    ' 
FragdUatt 
J,a  Liebre.      •    •»  ~Ht&.'jsfemjl>! 
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La  Santa  Lucia  • 
La  Santa  Rufina 
La  Santa  Cecilia 
£1  Carmen  •  • 
La  Santa  Barbara 
La  Santa  Monica^ 
La  Efmeralda  - 
La  Santa  Clara    - 
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tlfiey  can  have  any  intereft,  adverfe  to  the  good  of  their  countr) 
If  their  country  falls,  they  mull  fall  too.  They  are  the  moft  di< 
interelled  parliamentary  guardians  of  their  country,  becaufe  they 
are  moll  interefted  in  its  fafety  and  welfare. — Will  raintllers  take 
refuge  in.  the  crown  for  prote£lion? — ^They  have  but  little  meric 
to  claim  there ;  they  have  made  a  facrifice  of  eVery  true  and 
permanent  intereft  of  the  ^rown,  to  procure  for  themfelves  the 
influence  of  unlimited  dominion  under  the  royal  name.  They 
have  ftript  the  crown  of  thirteen  provinces,  and  of  three  millions 
of  fubje£b.  They  have  played  a  deep  game,  but  they  have  left 
the  crown  to  pay  the  forfeit ;  and  I  will  venture  to  foretell,  that 
there  the  end  will  be,  of  the  fidelity  of  fuch  fervants  to  the  crown. 
Minifters  after  defeat  will  be  as  little  attached  to  the  ruins  of 
power,  as  in  the  fullnefs  of  fuccefs,  and  in  the meridianof  d»t 
power,  they  could  have  been  to  the  real  interefis  of  their  coun- 
try. There  is  no  man  nbw  left  to  (land  their  frl*nd.  Their 
own  fituation  is  become  as  defperate  as  that  to  which  they  hav^ 
reduced  their  country.  They  have  neither  brought  that  fucceft 
which  they  fo  confidently  promifed,  nor  that  peace  which  the^ 
fo  infidioufly  fimulated.  Until  they  (hall  reftore  their  country  to 
honour,  fafety,  and  peace,  they  will  have  no  title  to  fecuritjr 
againd  its  fiiture  refentraents.  ^^  viViU«s!*S  -^■- ^  :*^ 

I  (hall  now  conclude  this  long  chain  of  fafls  and  arguments, 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  arrange  and  difcufs,  according  to 
the  beft  of  my  abilities,  in  the  order  of  their  conne6lion  and 
dependence  upon  each  other.  Arguments  which  are  founded 
upon  fa6ls  of  deep,  and  national  importance,  can  never  be  unin- 
tereding  in  their  refult.  If  I  have  in  any  degree  been  fuccefsful 
in  arranging  thefe  fafts  and  arguments,  towards  any  refult  which 
may  facilitate  the  reiloration  of  peace,  and  national  reconcile- 
ment between  Great-Britain  and  America,  and  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  honour  and  permanent  intereds  of  my  countiy,  it  is 
the  utmoft  limit  of  my  ambition.  The  fa6ls  and  arguments,  which 
I  have  dated  to  you,  are  of  fuch  intereding  importance,  as  will, 
by  their  own  weight,  claim  your  mod  ferious  and  confiderate  at- 
tention. I  have  nothing  therefore  now  left,  but  to  intreat  for 
jnyfelf  your  candid  interpretation,  and  the  continuation  of  thofe 
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Ciyourable  {cntimfnti,  for  wbich  I  tm  already  (q  deeply  indebtcil 
titt  you.  Believe  me  to  be,  a  lover  of  my  country,  a  friend  to 
peaee,  and  to  the  righu  of  mankindf 
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lam, 
With  the  greateft  Relpe^  and  Confideration, 

G^NTIIMIN, 

Vour  much  obliged,  and 

faithful  humble  Scr\'ant, 

D.  HARTLIiY, 
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Mhrjt,  OH.  9o,  1778. 
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'       yi  /A#  Worjhipfid  the  Waritnty  and  .^^U  7Uwi/l>ftni  o>';  , 

Cwpwatiw  of  the  Trimty-Hou/e,  and  to  th  ,H.i^ui   ,'  lioiMM^  ' ' 

Worthy  Burgiffn  9f  -           ^^-'i-     v^.^ 

fa»7iwffl/*KXN05TON^POK-Hui.t.  ''^f   -^^1     i 
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(^  The  Binder  will  obferve,  in  folding  the  Signatures  G,  H ; 
M,  N;  and  P,  Q,  that  they  are  printed  as  Half-Shee^  in 
Quarto,  in  order  that  each  Letter  may  be  folded  feparate. 
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